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& learned moxe pleaſant(hauing their Laboursby 
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beſt Fauorite) Ricn: Baaruvvayrts 
wiſheth perpetuall encreaſe of beft 
meritong Honours. 


R1icur Hownoviastn, | 


m—mw_—— 0 rarcly is Palas Shicl 
== al borne by the Noble, of 
SEP! ſupported by ſuch whoſe 
SA eminence might reuiue 
<8 || her decaicd hopes : as Bas”. 
& || Britteines Pernaſſus (on 
which, neuer were more 
inhabirants planted, and 
| Homer-like, more vſually | 
expulſed) is growen deſpicable in her ſelfe, be- 
cauſe protected by none but her ſelfe. Hine S. 
ferrea Tempora ſurgant : wanting their Che- - 
riſhers (thoſe Heroicke Patrons)whoſe counte=  _ . 
nance in former times\made the Studies of the 


ſuch approbarion,ſeconded.) Yetin theſe times 

(my Honourable Lord) wee may finde ſome. + 

Roall Seedes of priſtine Nobility (whereinwe © | 
A 2 C_ | 
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may glory) reſcrued, as it were, from ſo great 
ruines for the preſeruation of Learning, and 
the continuance of all vertuous Studies; 
amongſt which your Noble Selfe, as generally 
reputed learned, (o aprofeſt triend tofuch as be 
ſtudious of learning : a charra&ter which euer 
held beſt correſpondency with honour, being a 
fauorite to them who can beſt defhine honour: 
expreſſing to the life(what proprictics beit con- 
cord with ſo exquiſite a maiiter-peece: Iris ob- 
ſcrued that all the Rowaze Emperours were ſ1n- 
gular in ſome peculiar Art, Science, or Myſte- 
rv: And {uch of the Patricijans as could not de- 
rive their natiue deſcent (with the particular re- 
ation of their Anceſtours moſt Nableaaons) 
wereghought vnwotthy to arrogate-any thriig: 
ro'themſelnes by their vertues. Theſe Romanes, 
were trucly Noble, bearing their owtic Annals 
cuer with them, either to caution thEm of.-what 
was to be done, or excite them.o proſectte 
what was by them commendably done: nor 
knew they honour better limmed , ormore ex- 
a&tly proportioned, then when it was beautified 
by the internall ornaments of the minde. Many 
I know (my good Lord) whoſe greatneſle is de- 
rinatiue from their Anceſtours vnto them- 
ſelues,but much eclypſed bytheir owne defe&ts: 
and Plants which had a Noble Grafter, vie now 
and then to degenerate. But ſo apparant is your 
Luſftre,that ic borrowethno light but from your 
ſelfe; no eminence but from the lampe of your 
honour, which is cuer ready to excite the ver. 
tUOous 
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ruous to the yndertaking of labours well meri- 
ting of their Countrey, and generally profira- 
ble to all eſtares. In Subic&s of this nature(my 
Honourable Lord) I cannor finde any more ex- 
ad then rhele| Surueres of Hrſtories 5 many wee 
haue depraued : and cuery laſciuious Meaſure 
now becomes an Hiſtorian. No ſtudy in his. 
owne nature more-deferuing, yet more corrup- 
ted none is there: O then if thoſe ancient Ro- 
manes (mirrours of true Reſolution) kept their 
Armilaſtra with ſuch ſolemniry , feaſts celebra- 
red at the ſurueyes of their weapons: Werthar 
enioy theſe Halcyons daics of peace and 'tran- 
quilliry, hauereaſon toreferue ſome time for 
the ſolemnizing this peaccble Armour of. Hi- 
ſtories;where we may ſee in what bonds of due- 
ty and affetion weeare ticd'to the Almighty, 
not onely in hauing preſerued vs from many ho- 
ſtile incurſtons, but in his continuing of his 
loue towards vs, wee cannot well dijudicate of 
comforts bur in relation of difcomforts: Nor is 
eace with ſo generall acceptance entertained 
by any, as by them who haue ſuſtained the ex- 
. tremitjes of warre. Many precedent experi- 
ments have wee had, and this Ile hath taſted of 
miſery with the greateſt;and now reuiued in her 
ſelfe, ſhouldacknowledge her mirach}ous pre- 
ſeruarion, as not proceeding from her owne po- 
| wer, bur derived from the Fo preme influence of 
heauen, whoſe power isable to ere, ſupport, 
demoliſh,& lay waſt as he pleaferh: Hime Timor, 
Hine Amor. Hence wee haue argument of- 
+ A.i.2 Feare-- 
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Fearc and Louc. Feaxe from vs to God, Loue 
from Godto vs: Cauſe wec haue to feare, thar 
{ubic& not our vnderſtandings to the dire line 
and ſquare of reaſon, bur in our flouriſhing 
eſtate (imitating that once renowned Sparta) 
who was -- N wnquam minus felix quam cunt 
felix viſe-- Abule thole excellent gifts we haue 
recciued, contemning the meanaces of hea- 
uen, .and' drawing, vpon our feclues the viols of 
Gods wrath, heauicr difluſed, becauſe longer 
delayed. Wee ſhould recolle& our ſelues, and 
benefice our vngratctull mindes with theſe con- 
ſiderations: that our preſcnt fclicity benotbu- 
ried in the ruines of a ſucceeding calamity. 
Theſe Hiſtories (my Noble Lord) beethebeſt 
repreſentments of theſe motiues. And in peru- 
ſing diſcourſcs of this nature(next to the Sacred 
Word of God) we are {trangely tranſported 
aboue humane apprehenſion, ſecing the admi- 
rable foundations of Common-weales plan- 
ted (to-mans thinking) inthe port of ſecurity, 
wondertully rumated: Grounding their diflolu- 
tion vpon ſome precedent crying finne, which 
laid their honour in the duſt, and tranſlated 
their Empire to ſome (perchance) more deſer- 
uing people. Here ciuill warres, the originall 
cauſes of the Realmes ſubucr{ton : there ambi- 
tion bred by too long ſucceſle: Here Emulati- 
on 1n vertue, the firſt exetors of a flouriſhing 
Empire: there Paraſites, the Scarabe of Ho- 
noux, the corruprters of Roiallic diſpoſed affe- 
Ctions,and the chicteſt Enginers of wracke and 

\ confuſton_ 
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confuſion, buzzing ſtrange motions in a Prin- 
ces care, occaſioning his ſhame, and their owne 
ruine. Here States happy, before they raiſd 
themſelues to the higheſt rype and diſtance of 
happineſſe. And generally obſerue wee may in 
ourhumane Compoſttions , nothing ſo- firme 
as to promile to it ſelfe conſtancy, fo continu- 
atc as aſſure ir ſelte perpetuity, or vnder the 
cope of heauen, any thing ſo ſolid as nor ſub- 
ic tro munability. This Swrzcy (my Lord)haue 
I preſumed to Bedicate to your Honour, not 
for any mcriting diſcourſe which it compre- 
' hends, but for the generality of the Subie&: 
Your protection will raiſe it aboucirſelfe, and 
make me proud to have an Iſſue ſo highly Pa» 
eronized: it preſents it ſelfe wth feare, may itbe 
admitted with Honour : So ſhall my labours be 
in all duety to your fauour deuoted, my prayers. 
exhibited, and my felte confirmed _ | 


| Your Lordſbips 
wholy, | 


R1cen BratnvvarrT es. 


To: 


FEY CASAS 
SAY fo SLY FOR AIADL 


Tothe vnderſtanding Reader, 


7" iO many idle Pampbleters write to 
. >|} Thee now a daits, as thy wnder- 

Do ol Pending (in my indgement) 
}f 1 ſeemes much diſparaged : 1 hant 
7 euer reſolucd to {uh this Motto: 
” Catoni ſolus dormio: But where 
that Cato #+, there's the aiſficulty. Hee is too heauy 
for the Court, tv wiſe for the Citty, and too pre- 
ciſe for the Countrey. If my books chance to. finde 
hin, 1 know my Subic# ſhall bee enter tained, and 
my Petition ſhall bee heard, for Auriculas: Afjini 
non habet -- fo g7ue my Niboas but impartiall cen- 
ſure. Vnderſtand thy ſclfe Reader and thow under- 
derſtands me: if thou battle at Ordinaries thou art 
wot for me, thou haſt thy wit in the platter; For 1 
neuer knew him wiſe that onch aclighted to 


= Fare-well. 


R. B. 
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g N the ſuruey of Hiſtories , the 
trueRelators of things done, 
with a probable colleQtion of 
things to come, by precedene 
euents :I thought pood com- 
@ pendiouſlyro contra ſome e- 
ſpecial! caucats, as well for ob- _ 
ſeruance in Hiſtorical Diſcour. 5 
{d,as for prevention of ſuch in. Athree-fold 
conueniences,( or . exorbitauces rather) as happily ivibon. 
might eccurre in ſuch Narrations; Firft therefore I x. Scope of hi- 
 haue propounded to my ſelfe this methode, { by ſtorics, 
way of infetance) todelcribe the true ſcope at which 
all Hiſtories ought to aime, and to which they ſhould 
principally-bedireQed, Secondly, to diſtinguiſh of 2. Fruit of hi- . 
ſcuerall w/ and fruits of Hiſtories, The end{whereof fiorics. 
being exactly ſet downe, a di-iudicating power may 
eaſily colle& from what SubieRthe choiceſt and ſele.. 
Qedfſt fruirs may bee deduced, Thirdly, the profite'3. The profite © . 
whichredounds to cuery ſtare, either Ariſtocraticke, redounding to 
Democraticke,or Monarchicke,by the true and vnder. me Sm 
ſtanding vſe of Hiſtories, The true vie and ſcope of tics. & wane: 
all Hiſtories ought to tend to no ather purpoſe, then 
a true narration of what is done, or hath beene atchie- 
ued either jn forraigne or domeſticke aftaires, with a 
B | . model} 
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a ' LASuruey of Hiſtories. 
modeſt application (for preſent vic ) to caiition ys in 
things offenfiue, and excite ys to the management of 
-imploiments in themſelues generous, and worthy i- 
mitarion. So as it pleaſed the Orator to call Hiſtorie 
the GIfT*, or Mirror of mans Ie: charaQting the 
whole compatſe of this Voiuerſe,the ſtates of princes, 
euents of warres, conquelits of renowned Captaines, 
euen all deſignes, either publicke or priuate by a ſuc- 
cin& diſcription, or map rather exprefſing euery par- 
ticular affaire: and'whit (25 a worthy Hiſtorian hath 
oblrrued) can be imagine] more worthy admiration, 
thehinalafe and retired port, inthe harbour of ſecure 
reſt, in ourptiuate repoles to ſee there a Prince beita- 
gred with-many hoftile apponents, ſtraight by miracu- 
lous meanes defeating them, and by his owne policie, 
(the ſupreme purpoſe of the Almighty) to plant him- 
ſelfe in tranquility, where (as farre as humane/appre- 
henfion could reach ) nought but imminent” ruine 
could be expected : there aCittiy by wiſe and diſcreet 
gouernment wonderfully preſerued : hereamidſt con- 
cealing or ſhadowing ratherof the conquerours ex-. 
ploits by his moderation in conquering, implies how 
he could beare his fortunes, if he were conquered, We 
.-may read no ſtate in herſelfe ſo ſecure, but may be ſha- 
ken, exemplified well in Rome, the Gouerneſſe of am- 
ple Territories, and now made ſubicCt to thoſe which 
were her ſubid&s: no Prince of ſo proſperous imploy- 
men:s, ſo ſucceſſive proceedings, or generall ferces, 
but either vanquiſhed at home or abroad ;. abroad by 
forraigne powers, orat home by his owne illimited 
afteCtions ; inſtanced in thar great and poteneprince of 
of AMacedon,who(though Prince of ” whole world) 
could not play prince of his little world, being ſlaued 
todiſtemperedpaſſhons. No Citty but ſore haraſed,if 
notrazed. Nor could that Italian Tryacala (which ta- 
king her denominate from the Greeke, comprehends 
al beauty) Rand againſthe iniury of Time, or with» 
| ſtand 


VFTRE +, AA Swruey of Hiſtories. 3 
Rand the _y of all aſſaults; which makes me taxe._. 
that "Cicty of arrogance (whereof Hyppo, ſpeaketh 
in his Booke of the increaſe of Cities) vpon the gates 
whereof was this Impreſſa ingrauen, [ntaiZamanet. To 
ſee theſe ſtates ſo well and luely decoloured, cannot 
but conferre no lefledelight (being gronnded on ver- 
tue, where all true and perfetdelights bee ſeated) 
then the relation of the Tr01an affaires (being made by 
ſo excellent and experimented an Hiſtorian as /tha- 
e« ) delighted that chaſte Greeke Penelope : Theſes 
Trauels eAriadne, or eAlcides Labours Omphale., But 
tothe vſe of Hiſtorie, Hiſtorie being a[minte of profic 
and delight, the ſeaſoning of more ſerious udies, the 
reporter of caſes adiudged by euent, the enterlude of 
our haps, the image of fortune, the;compendiarie di- 
reor of affaires, the repreſenter ef (humane ſucceſle, 
che infallible charater (by collation had with things 
paſt,and things to come) of ſucceding euents: ſhould 
not aimeat laſciuious ſtories, amorous ſubies (yn- 
leſſe by way of diſgreſſion to. ſmooth a ſerious diſ. 
courſe with a modeſt inſertion of mirth) but toproſe= 
-eute the argument of the-Hiftorie without frivolous 
Ambages, or impertinent circumſtances, AﬀeQation 
ill. beſcemes an Hiſtorian: For hee ſhould vnderfiand® ... 
what office he ſupports; not anything draind from 
his owne inuentian, bur to performe the charge 
of ſincere relation, I approue of his oppinion that 
chought, Invention to be leaſt needfull toan Hiftori- 
an, bur diſpoſition morethen toany. It is ſufficient for 
an Hiſtorian to expreſſ* what hee hath reador ſeene, 
truly, without concealing any thing, in partiall reſpe& 
roany perſon, making truth. the period of his diſ- 
courle. The Phyloſopher thought a poore man was 
not to be an hiſtorian:for neceſſity would inforce him 
remporiſe and obſerue humors ?Nor a richman,for he 
had his eye fixed ypon his eſtate, and durſt not yn-rip 
| & great mens exrors,leſt he ſhould looſe by his labours. 
| | B27 Buc 
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4 A Suruty of Hiſtories. 
Bu: I difaproue his cenſure, and refell it with anothers 
- opinion of the ſame ſe : $1 dines de fortunis & tnfor- 
twnis [crivat; ſie enim virinſ7, fortune ſortem equine ferat. 
$1 parwper de fortwnis ſerib ut, vt cum eas attigrrit, meliits ea 
regat &teneat, The error of indgement ſhould not be 
approprited either to want, or eminence of fortune: 
for ſo ſhould weſubie& the inward to the outward; 
the intelleuall power to the externall yarniſh; prefer- 
ring the eye ofthe body before the light of the minde. 
Yertto intermeddle jn eſtates, ſe much as to diſ-able 
them {by extenuating their powers )leſſening their re= 
uenewes, or ecclipfing theirpriſtine honour and emi- 
nence, by mentioning ſome inſucceſſiue eugnts they 
hauc had by warre,or other occurrents , I wholly diſ- 
allow it,proceeding either from priuate enmity to the 
ſtate, or from a malevolent .nature (vnfitring for ſo 
good a profeſſeur) apt.toſting all, becauſe an enmy to 
himſelfe and all. States ſhould 'not beelaid roo open # 
but when occaſion ſerues to deſcribe the ſeates of 
Countries, Regions,&c, orto touch the manners and 
conditions of inhabitants, how they liue, and to what 
tratles moſtinclined,with whom they haue commerce 
orthelike, will not derogateany thing fromthe ſcope 
of an Hiſtory, or any way implye a digreſſien. It 
15 thought, (and that by the Authentickſt Hiſtorians) 
that Ceſar, by the deſcriptionof Uolateranc, which he 
 madeof PBritaine, declairing howthe people were ſa- 
u2ge, and vaaptfor military diſcipline , theplaces of 
detencevnprouided: and then ſhewing how fruicfull 
the whole Iſland was, repleniſhed with all neceſſaries, 
was induced to take his expedition into Britaine, and 
to conquer it, though preuented by a Brut, who to 


rid Rowe of tyranny, reſtored poore Britaine to her lit- 


berty,for his iourney was ftaied by deaths. 


the miade of man more vnto valour and reſolution, 
thenthe report of the aQts of their Aunceſtors, whote 
7 > monuments 
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And {doubtleſſe) there is nothing which inflames gh 
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monuments remaining of record withthis Impreſſ: 
Non norunt ic monumenta mori, muſt needs ſtirre vpin 
them a defire of imitation. © © WE 

Many examples I could produce herein,as the Tro- 
phics of CAlr{iiader inducements of tmitation to «ſar: 
the a&ts of Achu/les to2Alexander,of Viſſer ro Tilemon, 
of the Greekiſh Heroer to Prymaleon, of Danan to Lin- 
ceur, e Egens to Theſes, Maby times(we reade)where 
a natural] defeCt and want of coutage was ſeated, euen 
a retrograde from.the ſphere of val our, there (though 
a barren ſecd-plot to work on) by hiſtorical diſcourſe' 
hath Sg mity ſhewne herſelfe in moreperfeA & 
xeal colors, the ifnature her ſelfe had implanted in that 
mana Natiue deſire to fight, ſo powerfull is hiſtory in 
herſelfe, where Nature in her ſelfe expreſſeth ſmall 

ower. This diſcourſe therefore ſhould not bee ems 
ploiedinany thing ſaue incxcitementsto Glory, mo- 
tives to warlikedefignes; ſince by it valour is quicke- 
ned, a deſire of' honour inflamed, Countries fame 
diſperſed, and Monuments of neuer dying glory ere- 

Red: O then who ſhould ſo diſalowthe precious trea- 
ſure of a refined diſcourſe, as to mix it with impudent 
and fcurcilous inventions; ſuch fictions as are not one- 
ly in themſelues fabulous, but to the voſtaid Reader 
(of which ſort wee hauetoo many) mortally-dange= 
rous, Which fables (in my opinion) fall among the 
impertinent andfeagured Tables called Mileſiz.; one 
ly aiming at: the depravation of manners, andthe 
effeminating beſt reſolued Spirits. The ripneſle 

whereof (by ſuch ynſeafoned diſcourſes) become bla- 

ſted before their time: O thatthe depraveiineſle of 
theſe times ſhould taint ſo generally approued ſtudy; 
making Hiſtories mecre Panygiricks (poems of adu- 
lation, to irfinuate and winde themſelues into the 
affetion of the great, leauing the ſcope of an Hiſtory 


to gaine by their ſtudious trofficke, | + Office of am 
Buz let vs returne to the office. of a good Hiſtoriars Hiſtorian, 


B +; He. 
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| a 
He will not write but vpon ſingular Grounds, reaſons 


 impregnable; conferring with the beſt.to make his 
Narrations confirmed of the Beſt : Hee writes the to= 


ries of Princes truely without concealing their er= 
rours(by way of (ilencing them)or comment vpon an 
Hiſtory, annexing toirt an ynneceſſary gloſſe, He will 


'- not beoingagedtoany, as that he will be reftrained 


of his ſcope; or ſo countermanded, as that he muſt of 
eceſſity illuſtrate vice, vertue cannot paſſe without 
"9 character : A good Hiſtorian will alwaies expreſſe 
the actions of good men withan Emphaſis, to folli- 
cite the Reader to the affeRing the like meanes, 
whereby hee may attaine the like end, This was the 
cauſeall the Noble Heroes in ancient time did live to 
poſteritie their acts to imitate: not ſo much for record 
of their owne memorable lifes,as for the propagating 
their Countries eternall honour by ſucceding Wor= 
thies, Asthoſeeſtabliſhers of ' good and wholeſome 
Lawes madethemſelues with their Countrie renow- 
ned : CMynois and Radamanth among the ('retenſians; 
Orphews among the Thracians, Draco and Solon in «A- 
thenr, Lycurgus 1n Lacedemon, Zamolx is among the 
Scjthians : Nor bee Hiſtorians (1f ſothe Profeſſours 
merite that (tyle) of lefleeſteeme thenthe prudenteſt 
and moſt experienced Statiſts. For theſe dire euery 
Senatour in polliticke aftaires by producing ſuch as 
excelled in adminiſtration of iuſtice, deſcribing the 
- very natures of ſuch Lawes, and the cauſes why ſuch 
Lawes were enacted to preſent times, 


4 Vieof Tranſo Theſe Ages haue beenc, and are tothis day, much 


CriPtOLiey, 


indebtedto Tranſcriptions, Inventions are oft times 
flow, where the application of things invented tothe 
preſent State ſeemes more facile and eaſy: Hereto then 
ſhouldthe ſcope of Hiſtories tend; not ofely to per- 
ſonate the ads of men vpon the Theater of this world, 
but likewiſe to cull out ſuch Lawes, Orders, and Pre- 
cepts, as wcll Morall as Diuine , which may _ 
| tRELT 
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MA Saruey of Hiſtories, 7 
their preſent eſtate, Syſambris Skin was a good caueal 
for ſuceeding Iudges:Iuſtice before went oncrutches, 
and more were troubled 'with Demoſthenes diſcaſe 
then with Phoycrons bluntneſle, The Hiſtorian muſt nor 
ſow pillowes tothe elbowes of Magiftrates,norſooth 
corruption with an humour of ſhadowing vice :. He 
ſhowes what was done: and commends the one to re. 
prehend the other, Vertue neuer wants her charaRer, 
nor vice her reproofe : For ſuch Hyſtoricall Relations 
as induce to vertue and deterre from vice, compre- 
hend in them therrue vſe of tuch SubjeRs, being 
Apologeticall and Morall to reforme, not Myleſian 


| orprophane to deforme or dilfigure'the exact imme. 


tree of a yertuous Idiome, No maruell if Alexander - 
laid the workes of Homer vnder his head, being ſuch 
as direted him howto bea Head, howto pgouerne 
Prouinces, how to ſway his inordinate affections; fo 
as Cleanthes Fable (yertues beſt clucidary) had her Li- 


þerall Sciences neiler better portraied , then the diffe- 
' rencestwixt true fortitude, anda foole-hardy bold- 


neſſe were by Homer deblazoned, Here a Heforr badge 
of crue yalour, there an Antenor whole gravity pur- 
chas'd himhonour: there a Diemedes no lefle wiſethen 
reſolued, here a Trail Routneſſe but vnaduſed+ here 
warres well managed abroad, bur lefle ſucceſſive at 
home; examplefied in Agamemnon, there a ſubtile 
ſcouce, no leſſe frieghted with pollocy then ſucceſle 


in Sinon, All theſe are expreſied by that Heriocke 


Hiſtorian, 


Dui quid fit pulchrum, quia turpe quid vtile, quid non? 
Plenita ac melins Chryſippo & (rantorearet, >» 


Theſe ats could not but miniſter ſufficient matter 
of admiration to ſuch Iudicious Readers,as apprehen= 
ded eachcircumſtance in the ſubieAt; making that apt 


connexion of all, thatthe body might ſceme more 
| excellent: 


| Several fruits 
, of Hiſtory, 


Profite of Hi- 
Kory. | 


—_ 
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excellent, by the proportioning of euery member; 


Hiſtories inthemſclues are diverſe, producing ſeue- 


rall fruits to the pervſers, according to euery mans 
affetion ; Which made that moderne Hiſtorian com- 
pare them to a Banquet, wherein wereto be ſerued ſe- 
uerall diſhes; ſome to proucke appetite, others to ſa- 


. tiate, more delightfyll ſubieRs penned for reliſhing  .. 
more ſerious ſtudies, grauer diſcourſes toripen the. 


vfiderſtanding , by applying the-inſtrutions of for- 
raineStates to our owne judgements: where we may 
make vſe of the beſt part of man(in his reaſonable po= 
wer) and that j5 'EleQion 2 approuing of . what is 
good, or may in it ſelfe be beneficiall to the State: and 
ieghtly obſeruing diſcourſes of indifferency, as ac-_ 
complements,ceremonies,circumftances,and thelike, 
reſembling faire fronteſpices whichare made rather 
for ornament thenvſe. It is neceſſary fora good Hi. 
Rtorian to haue maturity of iudgementy to apprehend 
what is fitteſt for his diſcourſe, and to de as little com= 
plemental as may be, left the varniſh marre the worke; 
forthe words of an Hiſtory in my opinion iumps with 
CHMirandala: -- It non fint lechaitanec neglefta : the one 
implics a kind of dei:Rion, the other a minde too 
curious toprofiteany, defiring onely to pleaſe him- 
ſelfe.: (ear in his Comment, ſhewes no leſle diſci- 
pline in the Artof Hiſtory, then in. the diſcipline of 
Armes: .vſing a ſtile as well fitting a Souldier,as curio- 


ity the ſmotii tongue of an Orator., It is true which arc 


obſcrued ef him: Ss attz ems penttia ronoraſſes,per lingua 
tame militems eſſe diceres: Hauing neither hi; phraſes roo 
ſeleRed, (as to ſhew a ſingularity) ortoo negleRed to 


_ expreſle a coreleſneſſe in his writing, The records of 


things done commended to poſterity ſhould not be 


_ enrolled, as the Chaldees did their Hieroglyphicks in 


ciphers and intricate concluſions, bur in words moſt 


. Hgnificant, phraſes modeſtly elegant, and diſcourſe 
moſt pextincar? Here by way of diſgreſſion ler me 


touch 


I touchrlve ridiculous labours, and vofruitfull travailes 
of lych who pafle the Alpes, trace vncoth places, De. 


farts, Promontories; tor what end Heauen knowes,- 


fave: onely to wreſt our a phantaſticke behauiqur of 
ſrperfluous wit, or to.comment on others trauailes by 
way of dirifion : Theſe are ſuch-as vpon their returne, 
Publiſh what they haue ſeene; ſomemore then they 
haneſeene; which] tearme Commenting Tra, ulers : 0 
thers effi then they haue leene(or at leaſtthe moſt ime 
p ?rtinent) which I tearme Phantaſtiche Trawailers, Such 
a5 ye on their rrauell, eicher doe it for admiration, or 
haing'tun vpon the iduerſe ſhelues of a deplored fore 
tne, are enforced! ro invent (tr ange things forthe re- 
liefe of their deietedeſtate. Such as publiſh leffe then 
they haue ſeene, (omitring things of the greateſt con 
lequence, co ſatisfie our humors with rrifles) doit to 
92INne pregnancy,or ſingularity rather of conceit : they 
ralke not of the a&ts of Princes, nor the fites of Regi- 
 ons,\the temperature of ſuch Clymares, orany mate- 
riall diſcoutſe, bur to ſhew an exquiſte ſtraine of wit, 
purchaſed by alittle fruitleſſe craue!l: they inſert fri- 
uolous occurrents, borrowed, or(it may be) inuented 
by their owne phantaſticke braines, Theſe miſſe the 
marke a good Traueller ſhould aime at : they ſhould 
obſerue Lawes in forraiene places, like a good Ly- 
crurgu4to tranſpoſe fo olorious a freightrotheir owne 
Cquntrey . They ſhould not (like our Faſhion-inuen- 
ters, our Italionated AlbionaRs) ſo much obſerue 
What is worne on the body, as what habit belt be. 
ſeemes the narure-and condition of their minde, Since 
Aguriſhing Common-weales are then the higheſt, 
when in externall habilliments the loweſt: for Sparta 
neuer flouriſhed more, then when ſhe conformed her 
{tare to the imitation of the Laconans, Many Realmes 
haue we knowne to be miraculouily proteRted, by 


meanes of experienced men: which experience! they Vic of rravell 
cither receiued by Trauell or Example: yea, many and example, 


| & Empires: 
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Imitation 1n 
vertue, 
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Empires (and thoſe of ampleſt circumference) haue 


beene reduced frome kinde of ſeruitude within them» 
ſclues, by experiments derined from a farte, For tra- 
uell,the excellent deſignes of Sertorii, Fumenes,CMa- 
rius, and eAntonis, may ſufficiently confirmethe pro- 
fireto bee reaped thereby, For example : We ſhall 
read in all tie Rowan Annals, a certaine vehement de- 
fice in all the worthy Patyitians of imitating whatſoe- 
uer they perceued to be worthy imitation intheir pre« 
deceſſours, marking the events oftheir intendments, 
and colleQivg the goodneſle of the meanes by the 
proſperous ſucceſſe in the end, Theſe were worthy 
monumentall honours, that could not onety imitate 
the vercuesſo tranſparant in others , but etten exem- 
plific their memorable ations in themlelues. Weare 
placed inthe following Ages, but we ſcorneto follow 
the precedent times in their vertues, though expert 
enough in contriuingpoliticke deſignes : the fabricke 
of eur invention can diſpoſe or. tranſpoſe it ſelfe to a« 
ny ſhape, any impreſſion, or priuate gaine gr aduan- 
tage : but publicke affaires may bee Aduocates for. 
themſclues:;they are a Merchandit too farreeſtranged 
from our afteRions,none will trauellto purchaſe their 
Countries peace : Selon and we haue few that goe mad . 
for th: ir countrey ; but Tarpri« 1wee haue too many, 
that are mad with deſire to betray their Countrey . 
Few Law-inaRters, many Law-infringers : making 
wholeſome lawes, like 7 aravdulas web, wickets for 
Preat ones to come through, but ſnarles for little oncs 
to hold, | 
But toreturne to our former argument: by the righe 
vle of Hiſtory,we ſee vertue reuiued when her defen. 
der is dead : and to ſay thetruth, I may vſe Thales len. 
rence inthis diſcourſe: without Hiſtory, Nihil morrem 2 
vita differre : Since the life of the dead depends ypon 
the memory of the liuing: for without ſome memorial! 
of ations proſecuted, whar difference betwixt ih Va- 
tant 


"</ \ 
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liant aCts of /rhacus, and the ſhamefull retiredneſle of 
e/£grchu? betwixte/£vte piety,and Pipmaliont cru» 
elty? They are dead, and their poore vrne can ſpeake 
no more for them, then Pompey: Sepulchre ſpake for 
him: Hic fits eff maruws, here hee lycs that was once 
great; powerfull in popular command, generally ſuc- 
cesfull, before his Pharſalian diſcomfice: here hee lies 
that was tiled his Countries Patron, Rome: beſt Cen. 
tinell: yet failing .in the cloſe of his fortunes , droo- 
ping inthe vpſhot of his yictories : Time canereQ no 
other monument in his remembrance : Vixi, & Vics: 
onely once Iliued, and was once conquerour, Itis re= 
corded,that when «Alexander came to the Tombe of 
d beheld the mirror of Greece,ſhut vp in 
&feantling of earth, (a parcell of that whole 
hardly containe himliuing) he wept bit. 
terly, adding : Heccine ſunt Trophea ? Be theſe all the 
monuments,all the Trophics this world could affoord 
thee ? Is greatneſſe ſo ſoone extinguiſhed, and the 
lampe of Honour ſo ſoage pur out? A good motiue 
for eAlexander, to caution him of his mortality, and 
might make vp.this concluſion : eFlexaniey thou art 
not mudir, but mah naar: not the lonne of {upiter, 
but the ſonne of earth. 
The like we reade related by 2 nm (wrrixs : that 
when this great Prince of Macedon came into Perjia, 
an obie& of roleſſe pitty, then example of humane 
frajlty,repreſented it ſe]te vato h1m:to wit, the poore 
Sepulchre of that victorious {yr44,0n which he found 
no other Inſcriptionthen this : O man, whoſoener thou 
be, or from what pl.ce foener thou ſhalt come( for I kn1w 
thou wilt come ) know, that I am Cyrus, who tranſlated the 
 Empure from the IHMedes to the Perſians : pra thee doe wat 
enuy me for thu little hanafull of earth that doth comer me. 
This Epitaph could nor chooſe butfixe an impreſſion 
of remorſe and commileration (as indeed it did) in 
that great Conquerours heart: ſeeing whereto all his 
; C 2 victories 
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victories tended : Soas Neroer afteting command and 
ſoueraignty was well anſwered by Seneca: Pulchrum 
eſt regnare (aid Nevo: ) Nibleſt, ſinihil quaras, replied 
Seneca: certainly (1t I be not blinded with the loue of 
Hiſtorical diſcourſe)there is no means better to deter 


. from vice,nor more efteCtuall induccments vnto ver- 


eue,then theſe nioral relatios.,By thenpwe ſee the lives 
of Priaces, and their employments ( Prima /p:cie 
leta) in their firſt entrance or paſſage pleaſant,and 
delightfull, promiſing no lefle then fucceſſe, and in 
facceſſe continuance : Afterwards, Traits dura , 
more difticulties attending, as if the Wheele of-+ For- 
tune were remoued to a place ſubiefted ro more 
occurrents ; yet not-ſo dangerous, as to bee at- 
tended by ruine: not fo ſecure, as to promiſe an 
V ndoubred \Mluc. Emnents tri/tia, a ſtrange Cataltrophe 


ot ſo faire beginnings: where, in the fir(t, there was * 


ſecurity grounded vpon more then hope: in the fe- 
cond, hope, though not ſceure: In the thizd, neither 
liope nor ſectſrity, but depriuali of both, Yet euen in 
theſe conuerhons, if it pleaſe the Reader to caſt his 
eyc vpon the admirable moderation of ſome Prin 
Ces attections;he ſhall ſee verily a Chriſtian reſolution 
ina Pavan, SOME Camill::s could nor bee daunted, 
(trough vuiuſtly cenfured:)his exile neither made him 
deictted, not his D utorſhip 5-proud, Phocon, that 
honeſt Sendtbur (t0 ſatisfie < vnſatiate appetite of 
reuenge )readers vp.his hfe willingly, and when hee 
could nor dye without paying for his death, fo indif- 
ferent w _ life to him, as he confirmed his reſolu- 
t10n by this Epiphanema : *Pragre n/t empta nece mo- 
14 mii. eAthents worn licutt, \W hat ſhould 1 ſpe ake of 
TD ubli 11 Val-yi Publicola, whole moderation Tr the 
eobe of: fortune, and ſurpluſage of miſeries, made him 
more admired, then hated, The equall temper of Ru 
tillies,the exceeding g modeſty of L, Dauintie, the grauc 


and {crious celpecte of Fabiiu Aaximmu,ehe temperate 


deliberation 
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deliberation of Aarcellas, and the admirable gouern- 
ment.of Tuberiu Gracchus; the wiſc Rtaidnefſe of Ae 


tells, and the diſcreete patience of C1!arcm Bibulu, * 


We vſec to be mare excited to goodneſſe by examples 


then Precepts, and ſuch inſtances in Hiſtories are not 


alittle perſwaſiuc, repreſenting to our eyes the diuers 
obieRts of Piety in { »:iolanwe, of Tuſtice in eAriftides, 
of Prudence in { leobul;: and to be briefe of all ver- 
tues ſo well praCtiſed by Pagans, as they may well de- 
ſerue an imitation by Chriſtians, 
To proceede now tothe Diſcourſe it ſelfe; I allow 
of a copious phraſe in Hiſtorie : For contraction of 
ſentences doth oftimes contra the ſence, or at leaſt 
makes the SubiecQleſle intelligible: Corneling Tac: ſee- 
med to-affeR aniotricate kind of writing, yet his Ar- 
2ument in it ſelte lo. copious might modeſtly Apolo- 
eize his ſuccinfneſſe; approuing Tullies opinion, 
where he propounas, what errors are moſt ſubi&to 
Taxing in ſuch Diſcourſes - Tivo [um etiam eft 7 nimi- 
1 apparatis verbis compoſitum , aut ninuum longum eſt: 
Taxing inthe one Singularity, commending in the 
other Breuity : Yet he leemes to oppolc himſelfe init 
by plaine contradiction, making relation of the ſame 
Diſcourſe. Non patum fruttu hapet m [ec copia dicendi 
& commoditas orationis: But theſe tend rather to Rhe 


T acitt#s 15TO bc preferred veforethe moſt, br; 10 2 die 
lated compendiary of many Qeclined States, di{vnired 
Prouinces : ſhewing the vices of thetime, where it 
was dangerous to be Vertuous, and where Innocence 
taſted the ſharpeſt cenſure : whae garbe be(t ſured with 
the ſtate of that time, deſcribing the Orators Tonone « 
Facundam mimicitiis, more partiail then Time-ob(er. 
vers, Where «Amic: Curie, were Paraſits { uric +: The 
Courts friends, the Courts Popingayes; Heere hee 
ſhewes a orcat Man riftng, and his fall as ſuddaine as 
his ereidn: The immeritorious incleStion for grea+ 
| GC - +}. teſt 


' What Stile, 
: 5 on bt AC» beſt ſerucs an 
coricall Narrations, then Hyftoricall Diſcriptions: iſto, 


Y- 


Diverſity of 


aftectious. 
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reſt honours, and the vertuous depreſſed, becauſe they 
will not mount by ſiniſter meanes, There a Prince that 


ſhewed great teſtimonies of his approucd yertues, ſo 
long as he was _ but raiſed to an vnexpected 
height he ſeconded this Concluſion : « an ill Prince 
ſpoiled a good SubicRt: ſo was Galba: Ommium conſen/a 


capax Jmpery, niſi imperaſſet:O what ſingular fruits may 
' ' be gather:d our of that one Hiſtory, to teach men in 


high eſtates how to moderate. their Greatneſle; and 


- others of infetior ranke, rather to liue retired, then to 


urchaſe eminence in place by ſeruile mearies. But of 
all the divers affections of Princes, cither well or ill 
diſpoſed, miniſter no little delight ro the Tudicious 
Reader: Here one ſo popularly atfeRed, as he had the 
tricke to bind his SubicRAts to alleageance by a natiue 
inſinuation, ſuch was eAaguſius, Antonius Pita, Septi- 
mus Sexerw; one whereof ſeemed rather to affe& po- 

ular ſatisfaRtion then his owne, ſubieEting (as he 


 himfelfe profeſied) his entireſt thoughts to propagate 


his Countries glory: Anton: Clemency , was the 
cnaine that vnited and combined(in a knet inviolable) 


"the hearts of the Romwanerto him, publiquely prote- 
ting: Hee ha4rather ſauc one.Citi4en, then deſtroy a thog.. 


' ſand enemies, But Sewerus was loued(which ſeemes no 


lefſe admirable) for that which engenders, for moſt 
part, greateſt occaſion of offence, and that was Seue- 
rity; Being no lefſe exaRt in puniſhing his friends then 
enemies. But to reade ouer the life of $c#i/a, we ſhall 
ſeean oppoſition in his Nature . None that ere did 
more good!o his friends, ormore harme to his ene- 
mies; Nay, euen in Brothers (derived from one Stem) - 
diſcrepant/natures ; Tits, the loue and darling of 


Man-kind, Domitian a profcſicd foe to all Man-king; 


\ the one baniſhing Paraſites his Pallace, the other a 


perſecutor of flyes : What more delightful Subic 
can beimagined, then to conuerſe (and that without 
perill) of the dangerous cuents of warre? of the di- 


uers 
\ 
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uers diſpoſitions of Princes, raifings and razings of 


| Empires: Some ſhakenby the vitiouſneſſe of the peo- 


Dy 


ple which inhabue them, being ſo long ſecure, till 
ruine impoſe aperiodeto their ſecurity : Some by (ci- 
uill and inteſtine FaRtions)making their deereſt Coun. 
rrie the ſad SpeRator of their Funerals, their entireſ(t 
friends, their profcſſed foes; and the argument of loue 
and amity, the ground of ciuill difſentions: The cauſe 
whereof (for moſt part) proceeds from a continued 
peace, for retirednefle from forraigne affaires, make vs 
bent to proſecute Managements domeſticke, andthe 
ouer-flow of ſuccefle (purchaſed by peace) makes 
men more capable of iniuries, eyen to their beſt 
friends, This was the reaſon moned Athens to eret 

laces of Martiall cxerciſes(cuen in peace)That ſo the 
youths being daily invredto ſuch exerciſes, might em. 


ploy theit ſtrengths in them, and not in cjuill Commo- 


tions, This we haue by relation of Hiſtories , which 


ſo manageth affaires of State, as I'am of that Sages 


opinion who auerred : That no man could be an expe- j1,v uiious 
rienc't Statiſt, that was not initiated inthe reading of the Romanes 
Hiſtories, which he confirmes with reaſons nolefſe were of Hiſto- 


authenticke,callingthem'the apteſt and exquiſiteſt di- 
rections that can attend man, either in publique or 
private affaires, at home or abroad. Diuerſe therefore 
of our famous Senatours in Rowe, haue employed 
their times in theſe Studies ,' as Salut, whole wel- 
couch'd Stile, ſuccin& Sentences, and pureneſle of 
Writing, may arrogazte, if not the chicteſtplace, yet 
to be inſerted amonglt the chiefeſt:Varre one of repu- 
ted eſteeme, and of ample poſichons, tooke in hand 
the like taske,to illuſtrate hys Natiue Tongue. not one. 
ly, with apt and accomodate phraſes , but likewiſe to 
compile the memorable acts of the Komaner, andto 
reducetheminto ancxaRt order, to excite his Coun« 
trimen, by peruſing the valiant attemprs of their An- 


ceſtours: Eorum ploria in/lammare a4eaudem virtuts exe 
era” 
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ercitationem ſuſcipiendam : To be inflamed and prouo- 
ked, by the 4 RN nC and & glory ar chicued, to 1mitare 
them 1 a thekke: And thereis noth 10ng cerrainely that 
Ic w69"o more geepe impreſſion in a reſolued minde, 
then the report's | former exploits; Hearing this man 
by his incuſtry Sand vigilant retpe&, to contemne al! 
d1Aculties, oppole himſelf eto all dangers » Whereby 
he might pertorme : lome-ti hing ' vorthy memory: Ano- 
ther duſtan Ing | lean labours) ro purchate him. 
(elſe but a kitfs s clory., This'man (ubieHed ro Sea- 
wrackes, expoſed to theme rcy of the wi: Gr, enuro- 
ned and Web APY in by eminent dayoe rs, y*tmodera- 
ting his paſſo1s \ armes himſelfc againſ? the perils of 
Se3, aduerie Winds, the menaces of 1 ruine ,” withreſo- 
Intionto endure the w orſt of fares , cucr meditating of 
that: mo? we oO Patience: 


Noſceve hac primum acoth, 


uid facere Viktor debet , Viel;s pats, 


Theſe obſeruations,are receipts,or cordials againſt 
the malaties of Fortune: A manthus reſolued cannot 
be lefiethenaPiince, forhee couernes a Dominion 

more Jominecrino an Empire more. imperious, a Di- 
'archy,o1 Monarchy rathcr: hauing diſconſorting afte- 
Rions, ever layin: o Siege and Battry to the pallace ot 

.. > the Soule, v hich moxſed Platgrib inhis Morals defini. 

ticly to conclude; 7 hat he who moderated his affeltions 
was balfe vertnous, but heethat newer paſt the bounds ard 

{mites of. temperate matiees , mor felt the aelnding enforce- 
. ments 6f vanity 7 lauliing bis ; WAS WH voly Tertwonus: Burt 

the Morals propoſition was better then his concluſt- 

on; lornomortall-({incethe Razyne of his Originall 

Puricy) cond cicr{ubhitlo ſecure, or remaire {o vn- 
moucadic, as neuer to be engaged to perturbations, 
thenaturallattendants of Mortali ity. 

In this firlt entrance to my Diſcourſe, hauing ſpo- 

- Ke 1 lome-thipg 1n cenerall, of che vic and fruit of 


Hiſtory; 


% 


- 
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Hyſtory: having by an (equall diameter) determined Dluifion of 


the proper place and center 'at which ſuch Hiſtorityl['Hiſtortes, Di» N 


relations oughtto tend : I willdeſcend to the divifion Vi"<» Diſcur- 


of | Hiſtories, which may properly branchthemſclues —of Prog | 


into -- Divine, Diſcurfiue, Morall, Phyficke,or Mixt, ire. 
For Diuine, 1will nor comprehend them in my dif 

courſe, being ſuch as depend on their owne Arches, 

drained from the pure Spring of Ccaleſtiall Wiſe. 

dome, and therefore impoſhble to erre either in ACti- 

on or Relation : yet neceſſarily (now and then) im» 

mixed with morall Hiſtories, becauſe their weight 

may better poiſe in the ſcale of every Iudicious Rea- 

der, when hee ſceth Morall Diſcourſe ſo well forte- 


fied;as by the pillarof Truth: AlbeicI approue of He- 1n Nott.e> Die. ' 


ſiods words. Fabulows Relations ſhould not , nor ought they. 
#0 beanthoriſed by Holy Writings: Itwas a Pagans obſer= 
uation, and worthy ours : So ſhould our prophane 
Pamphleters, reſtraine their libidinous 'writihgs 
' more, andeither write that which ſhould propagate 
themaſclues a generall reputation, without derogati- 
onto the ſacred Writings of the Almighty, orfilence yy; to mixe 
their workes; leaſt they ſhould depraue many, fora Sacred with, 
priuate reward,or pedling gaing: More'T inſiſt yponi'pro hane. 
this, becauſe too many haue I knowne ſeeped in this oreſeriete in 

; : : ; ript: 1n lib, 
promiſcuous Subic&, well read in Scripture, to wreſt |, tou. 
them, otherwiſe Babes and Sucklings , for they can- 
not reach to the depth of ſuch MyRteries, but onely 
couch cthem'to corrupr\them z ' But: edcir , Cyrmneran 
Cloude, when it ſhall be dispetſed, aud the Raiesof 'a Scripture. 
reaſonable vnderftanding to them exhibired:They will 
repent them(l feare it not) and heauens grant that re=. 
pentance, be notlikerhe after-raine ,' our of ſeaſon 
of their prophaner mixrures, 'O ler thern turne their 
eye of conſideratis{whoſoeuer they be) co the miſera- 
ble end of Lucien,(leand: Metroderas, whoſe diſaſtrous 
fals anſwered their blaſphemous rifings , contemning 
the ſacred Writ of Heauen, and profticuring their 14- 

D bouts. 


Pid. Lypſuum in 


Corruprers of - 
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boursto.the merited cenſure of confufen : But too p-\ 
ner them, Times are not ſo eaſy.to be wained 
rom their habire or efrour, or induced to a courſe of 
more Sanctimony: Lampes and Oilely Studies were 
/ © made ſruitleſte at, Epifferw death, his Lanthorne hung 
> VP, (as a Monument of his vertues) made a deeper 
-_. impreſhon in his Schollers, then all our Mociues, Pce- | 
cepty,or, Examples can do in ours; that Age was more 
| apprehenſive of Good, this of 11], 
= fern bins . Nowto our Diſcurhue Hiſtories. Many diſcourſe 
"Hiſtories, Without matter,oncly defcanting vpon idle Theames: 
more obſerued for their idleneſle, then for any Subiect 
whereon they:entreate: Such be fooliſh Phantaſtickes 
that ſpend. their Oile ypon ynneceflary SubjeRs, I 
haue apprehended many of this vaine, butthey ſhall 
be namcleſle, talking of Rirange Horſe-races, ſuch as 
their barraine;Muſe never conceiued: others of Fabu- 
lous Hiftories , ; neuer found out by that Arch-Artift 
__ Nature, whencethey derived cheir foundation; for 
| Juch, I paſſe yntouched, being ſuch as they hardly con-" * . 
_____ ceiue thezr owne writings, | 
Bapal/og Diſcurfiue Hiſtories, are:either true or feygred :. If 
Diſcarſiue Hi. *Fu&, they comprehend in thema certaine greund, not | 
Oy anely fortified by a reaſonable produQtion, bur alſo : 
| © by the authority of ſuch, whoſe Authentiqueſt la- 
| bours <laitne ro themſclues, a kinde of Authority 
, withaurfurtherproofe ; Such wee reade to be the La- 
: | bours.off (&rmel: Tic: Tut: Lip: Trogim Pompeing ,i and 
| many others, whoſe Subiect confirme their authority: 
Being ſuch as repreſent. the diverſe cuents of things 
done, by Hiftoricall Relation, and Ocular preſentati- 
-/ on: For divers of thoſe worthy Hiſtoriographers have 
bene intereſted cuen i9{ych probable, and generally 
Faithfull Hi- allowed diſcourſes þy-perſonall preſence, inthe ma- 
Rorians. nagement of ſuch affaires: as {omminers of all Hiſto. 
__ _ ries(amongk our Moderne)meſt approueable, bcing 
an'eye Witnelle of. what he writ. | Bur, in awple 
STII a VER” oY tearmes 


W 


A Surety of  Hifforiey.- Y9 
cearmes to explaine-whar'the'condirton 6f" ati Hifte- [ag 
rianis, let mee inbriefe , yet mareriall ,words'ex- | 
prefſe what he meanes + Notfuch as inveigh againſt Saryricall Hi- 
States, or politique Goverrments, for ſuchare rather torian , and 
Satyrifts, then Hiſtorians ;' nor ſuch as perſonate the = cophant 
entire as of a Martinliſt, by afſentarive' tearmes, ao 
which'areſuch as infinuate themſelues'by a glofſing 

Stile to win the affeRionof their Patron; leſle ro be 

borne wich be theſe, then the other , ſubieRing the 

freevfe of Hiftotie'to ® Paraſite' and Oyhetongue: 

which moued eAfexrandey fo exceedingly againft Ari. 
flobulw,asthaton a time, hearing his owne Attes de- 

blazoned farre aboue truth, he commanded his la-. 

bours ſhould be throwne ouer Boord: ſaying; Hee was 

almoſt induced to throw «Ariftobulns after: A Cauear ve- 

ry neceffary for all clawing Parzfires 'that'make'theit 

Pen Mereenary, 2d therefore as maybeinferredvpon 

their workes, darenot vnrip the vitiouſneſſe oftimes, 
| kaſtby tnboſoming Truth , they ſhould incurre the. 

offence of ſome perſon , to whom their 'labours are 
ingaged,'their fortunes ſubieed, and their endea- 

vours partially 'deuored, Plato "baniſhed 'all Poets 

Atbent : Burt a fauourable Glofſe would reſtaine that 
Oftraciſmie; -onely to peculiar wits (petulant I meane) 

fuch as the Prince of Sparta preſcribed his well-go-. + Loi 
uerned Citty , for preſenting ſome obſceene verſes to 

his Queene: But I'wonder why Plato excluded not 

theſe Hiftorjans, fincetheir Labours wot ey ——— 

(like the publique Strumper)'for gaine, making their 

Writings tothe opinion $imitation of that Scarabee 

of Hiftory, who'being demanded why-he wrore nor 

cruth'sf ſuch a Prinee; replyel: Finuit ; 5uls pira licel? 

His life kept him ifi awe, he dirſt riot expreſſe his vi- 

ces'to the quicke, leafthe ſhould bite roo much, In. 
. deed I muſt acknowledge there ſhould be a reverend 

and modeſt concealing of fuch Perfonages in crimi- 
- mall cauſes, fo thebound OIEREY can admit ir, 
en) 3 And 


was * # 
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A modeſt cau- And ſometimes a Natiue pufillanimity reſtraines vs to 

tion for all freake that which we know , becaiiſe filence (as the 

Hiſtorians. iſe Sage ſaid) neuer occaſioned ſo great offence 2s . 

ſpeech. And, Peritas odium parit, is a Motto for theſe 
daies tooprobable, too well autheriſed; where finnes 
g0 with impunity, adorningtheir growch with a faire 
out-{1de, ro 'fecond that Tyrant of Syracuſas propo- 
fition : Et quis corriget? quis audet prodere, (i crimen 
andiat? Sure ſuchtyranizing Subie&s, or ObieRs, ra- 
cher of feare, mult needs be terrible tothe poore His 

, Rorian: He cannor ſhew [uhur (anne ſpirit , ſpit in the 
tace.of Franny: Hating by a modeſt Silencero Pam- 
per vice, though reprehenlion colt him-a gage , hee 
could redecme with nothing ſauc life : Such was that 
Cordus (the Rowane Htorian) who tor ſpeaking truth, 
was cenlured ynworthily, 1 

The commen-.. Bur if Princes or Potentates ſhould exactly ob. 
dationofa  C{erue the courſes and reuolutions of times, the lubſes 
ſincere Hiſto- quent degrees of ruine and depofition (vices Apalo 
an. gized) they. would commend ſuch an Hiſtorian (and 

no lefle defertfully) who.cmplojeth his Time, waſtech 

his Qile,and macerates\himſelfe inthe ſcrutine ofcruc 

--- Relations, by covuferring Hiſtories together, and with 

a Tudicious approbation, or *leRingpower,.extrakt 

whatiocuer may ſecme molt probable and authen- 
ticke, » 

Many worthy Statilts haue defired, and in them- 
ſelues no lefſe deſerued (though perhaps ſome little 
ſparke of yaine-glory may ſeeme taappeare inthem) 

. to have their, memorable aRs recorded : as Citers his 
withſtanding Catylme, { ato.his oppoling Ce/ar, Solon 
his Py/tratze,and Demoſthenes his Philip: their aRts re- 
counted, and committed to memory, induce others to 
the like'attempts; and like acoole Arbour to a weari- 
ed paſſenger, yeclds no lefſe delight to themſelues, 
which Perſius ſeemes covertly to ſhadow in his firlt 

Sayre; Erpuleirameſtdigio mowirar dice be b 

{? $ 
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This fingeris Hiſtory , which truly demonſtrates the 


life of the perſon, characters his yertues, or vices; dif. 
poſing euery particular member, and branch of his 
diſcourſe in ſuch an exa& methode, that it reſcmbles 
a faire beautifull building, which yer deſcrues more 
commendations for the contriucment, then the out- 
wardand gariſh Garniſhment. Edes { opera /iint ) que (i 
culte extraantur, min'ss reftat, {i minis [umpturſe . True, 
Bookes Hiſtoricall haus no better beauty (nor indeed 
canthey) then. an apt and methodicall diſpoſition : 
other accomplements are ſuperfluous, reſembling 
ſome of our works now and then publiſhed, with faire 
and beautifull frontiſpices, as if ſome worthy conuei- 
ances (rare buildings of Art and Nature) were within 
ſo comely portalles, But alafle ! looke inward, nought 
butrubbiſh, and refuſe of ſome old building, vahand. 
ſomly repaired, or ſome frothy inuention, noe worth 
halfe ſo much coſt : Theſe ſhould feare (as the Philo« 


ſopher told the HMindians) leaſt their whole labours 5g la. 


ſhould flicout attheir gate, hauing theirgate ſo pro- 
miſing, their labour ſo- immeriting : But ſuch as goe 
odprelum tangquam 41 _ (for ſo indeed they doe) 
furniſh themſclues aforehand with exaRelt labours to 
Nandin defiance againſtthe ipirit of detraction : for 
' we cannot fortifie our workes againſt all Aﬀſailamts 2 


ſome beeing addicted to carpe, becauſe long Cu 


— 


' Rome hatch conſirmed in thema defire of reprehen- 


fion, 
ef£liants, inhis Naturall Hiſtory, reports, how the 


vipers ifſuc is the bane and death of the parent: Cer- 
rainly, as Librsare our Libers, our children, which we 
ſhould be as carefull and prouident in bringing vp,as 
the Father ouer hischilde :-ſo ofteptimes they play the 
Vipers with ys, they murder vs in our name & reputa-» 
tion, much diſparraging their parents, being prileleſſe 
and therefore vnfit torpreſlſe :nay,they da more, they 
oftentimes aſperſc animputation ypon hex that ſhould 
GUY D 3 bee: 


$ 


ours, 


T.icentivus 
Libcls, 


' The Satyricall 


Miſtorian. 
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beeno leſſe deere (it not more) vnto vs, then our 
ſelues : our Countrey, making her floury boſome 8 
nouriſher of irnitlefſe labours, a ſcale to licentious 
Libel;,or Brothell rather of laſcivious meaſures, And 
how ſhall we make anſ{were for ſo many motives ro 
luſt, ſo divers inforcements to inordinate affeons, 
and ſo temporizing ſubiets in humoring great ones, 
and ſoothing vice in her Maieſty, Debemwur morti nos 
moftrag,: Where our workes mult abide ſcanning, and 
that by a iudicious cenſurer,onethat can ynrip the ſe- 


creteſt of imagination, and knowes the Bent of our 
purpoles, 


rence 
Throne for impiety to fitin: theſe Humor-mongers, 
that can with Czfar the Dictator, Atros dies albes facere, 
make blacke white, and maske Vice with a vaile bet- 


Thus much I have writ briefly (by wayof infe- 
) to caution ſuch as by their labours ereRa 


ter ſuiting with Vertue : Now will Idiſcend to their 
oppoſite, andthat is,the Satyricall Writer, or Hiſtorio- 


maſtix. 


Some of theſe are very dangerousto a State, layin 
topentoo much : and though 2s ſhould be Sled, 
as they were done: yet if the circumſlances may ſeeme 
2ny way detraRtiueto ſome perſon, or ſtate, they are 
berter ſilenced, (if it may ſtand with the body of the 
Hiftory,) then diſcouercd, Ihaue knowne ſome too 
preciſe inthis veine : and one eſpeciallyI remember, 
who ſpeaking ofthe great Su/tan,could not be content 
to deſcribe his palace, managements, domeftlicke arid 
publicke, perſon, andthe like; bur of his piked Beard, 
the colour of his ſtockings : and in the end comming 
neere him (ſaid he) andindeedneerer then needwas, 


Ovſerue this his breath was noyſome, Theſe, and ſuch like imper- 
; humor m the tient circumſtances,are ſo frivolous, that they imply a 


ſeditous and 
factious Wri- 


ters of our 
tumc. 


defeRt of iudgement in the Aurhour, to inſert ſuch 
idle, and immarteriall .ambages in a Hiſtory of conſe. 
quence. But thefe are far from thoſe _— 
'O 
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of ourtime, ſome whereof perſonate the wrongs of a 
Noble Anceſtorto his lineall ſucceſſour, moving him 
to reuenge : this is one of the Furies Brands : for you 

ſhall never ſee one of this kinde, but atergo Nemeſir, 
he bath yengeance at his backe, a ſpleenefull di/pchti- 
on diſgorged vpon the beſt of deſerts, And thus he 


inſerts the injuries: Such a family (well meriting of 


Prince and Cougtrey, and cucr ſound loyall to the 
State) was vndeſfervedly cenſure by the malcuolent 
ſuggeſtions of ſuch, and ſuch ; whoſe ſuggeſtions are 
(as yet) vpreuenged, but the heavens arc iuſt, What 
motiues more enforcing to ciuill commotion ? Iniu. 
ries ript vp, have oftentimes hazarced ſtates: and there 
was neuer any People, Nation or Government, which 
haue not from time totime had one of theſe. Ther/j- 
tes, as deformed in minde as body, (for ſo Homer cha- 
rafters him) was cuer kindling the flame of ciuil com. 
buſtion betwixc eAchiller and eAgeamenmos at thefiege 
of Trey, about the rape of Briſew, ever harping vpon 
that ſtring to ſet themtogether by the cares, 

Why Achilles ſbould yru [uſt aine ſo great reproach, that 
have engaged yenr /elfe for Agamemnon, and by brothers 
glory? Be all your bopefull ſerurces, your paliant explonr, 
eur incomparable atchiewements, ſoremarded ? Hath A- 
gamemnen neplace for valowr? wo rigard to honour? Why 
then deſiſt Achilles, embarke your ſelfe for Greece, aud 
leane this brane Champion to lim{clfe and hs fortunes, your 
merits (being gone ) will be better eſteemed : you had but one 
prize, (and that prize unworaby tro of your valour, ) and 
mnſt that prize, got wh much ſweate, many difſiculties, 
ymminent dangers, multitude of eccurrents, now be taken 

wuz you? But one Briſeis; one deere one, and jet Achilles 
weſt looſe her, Alaſſe poore reſolution ! Why 18 11 better to be 
Acgyltus, a coward, arecreant, one that retires himſelfe 
from + Armes, fighting cloſe under Clyteraneſtra's target. 
Such a Car bs, Ws - is better then a Martiall-hmght. 


Then would he preſently mouc eAgamemnen 10 rag 
| ort, 


A trruc Apho - 
r14me, 
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ſort,in no caſe to moderate his defires : Why hould 4 
chilles hane ſo faire a Paramonr, aud the Prince of Greece 

want one? | 
Fheſe are poyſonous and' virulent heads, that ſug- 
geſt into the eares of Princes, arguments of reuenge, 
cauſes of diftruſt, motjues of ſuſpition and iealovhe : 
notto profite themſclues, but to ſatisfte the depraued- 
neſſe oftheir owne natures; intended to nothing bur 
the ſubuerfion of ſtates, the ſerting at diſcord ynited 
Princes: {Ex'pallor ! $c, =——It was thought,' that 
inthat glorious and Chriſtian-like expedition of thoſe 
memorable Heroes, Princes recorded in the eternall 
booke of fame, againſt the Twrkes, whoſe hoſtility had 
laine waſte thoſe bleſſed and fruitfullcoaſts, wherethe 
remnant of //rael was once planted : that the greateſt 
cauſe of the ill ſucceſſe of that warre, prececded from 
ſome faRtious heads, ſetting (that vnfortunat, yet ne- 
uer ſufficiently praiſed Heroe) the Duke of Normandie, 
" and the King of France, at yariance: an impious and 
— area diſafterous enmity, being a maine impediment for the 
royall expedi- hindering a warre, no lefle glorious to Heanen then 
tion, generally beneficiall ro all the world, Somehaue im- 
puted the cauſeto certaine expoſtulations betwixt the 
two Princes, which grew afterwards to words ofpub- 
licke reproach and infamy ; vpbraiding each other 
with diuers inſolencies offtcred by their Countries,one 
toanother. What ere the motine of this diffention 
Amiſchicuous was (how varied ſoeuerrthe opinions of Writers bee 
plor, herein) the braine that contrived it was ſure theforge 
of great impiety, and an irrepairable detriment tothe 


| Chriſtians, expoſing them to ruine, flaughter,and de- 
ſolation, 

The like we reade of thoſe two renowned Citties, 

Faftious Hi Sparta and eAthens: which two flouriſhing Common- 

| | HO Ape ” weales longrimeliued in vnity, without theleaft mo. 


mongſt the Gin of warre: butin fine, reading the workes of a mut- 
Ancicat, Ctinous Hiſtorian : mutinous indeed z'for his factions 
before, 
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before, had beene ſufficient, without further induce- 


ments by writing : ſuch bloudy and cruell warres en« 
ſued, as the fire of thofe inteſti 


ine combuſtions was 
notextinguiſhed with leſſe then an vniuerſall effuſion 
of bloud. Many morelI could produce, cuen neere at 
home, but] muſt notinſiſt ypon one Argument too 
long, fince- I haue entred a ſpacious and intricate 
maze, that promiſeth entrance enough, if Ican (with 
eAriadzesthreed)finde a paſſage to my precipitate ad- 
venture. - 

Thus much haue I ſpoken of State-ſnarling Hiſto- 
rians,that make their workes likeprickes, or goads to 
the publicke ſtate, I will now proceed with my for- 
mer diuifion of Hiſtory, and finde in theſe two ex- 
ereames ( Aſſentation, and State-mueTion) 2 mcane to 
direR vs in the perfet and exat vie of Hiſtoricall 


Narrations : CMedio turrſſimma sbu ; neither too depreſo An excellent 
» meane for an 
Hiſtorian co 
obſeruc., 


ſed, as if thy labours expreft their maiſters pouerty 
nor too erected, to intimate thy Rates ſecurity. Thou 
art- too depreſſed, when with lagging wings thou 
\Koopeſt ro euery baſe lure, or obicf of affeftion,ma. 
king thy inuention a ſcale to others pleaſure, writin 


nothing lefſe they truth, becauſe truth cannot te 


thee how'roliue, Thon arc too crete, when like an © 
minent Cenſor thou taxes the aQs of Princes, with 

ſuch an auſtere brow, as if thou hadft forgorthe diſci- 

pline of Hiſtory,and werttransformed to aprofelt $a- 
tyrift ; mixing thy Ioke with farre more gall then diſ- 
cretion: yet tranſported with imaginary motiues of 
ſelfe-conceit; cares not who be galled, ſothou(with 
Cteſiphon) kicke againſt tho Moiles hecles.For the lat- 
ter, theres no rofeifion more eafie, nor ſubie&t more 
= uent, nor argument more generall ; and as /yvend 

any? , | 5 


. 4. Difficile ef Satyram wenſcribere : nam quic nique, 13b.1. $0 as 


Tam patient vr bis, tam ferrew ve teneat ſe? 
Uno, | K Fox 


vw 


A Flattering 


Hiſtorian, 


Viriſſes, ſite vi- 


Ci/[e,cognomges, 


|  bgntof his hopes, proſcribed (as it were) his native 


full Dedicatory 
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For the firſt, I nevter knew any Diſcourſe worth rea- 
ding, __ from ſo baſe and ignoble Merchants : 
They ſell their workes by retaile; and hope of a gaine« 
, makes them contemne . Methode, 
Truth, SvubicR and all; [rw5$krippe is open, relicue 


| bur the needy Artiſt, . hee will imitate the Bohemian 


Curre,fawne on a good fuite: ſhew theproieR of his 
intendments to him,and proteſt him, he will inſert mo» 
numentall Chara&ers of honour to grace thee z one- 
ly beſtow thy bounty, and ſhew nor thy ſelfe ynwor- 
thy of ſo fabulous an Attendant : His inuention is tied 
to his Benefa@ors : then dries the ſource of his fancy, 
when they reftraine the ſpring of their bounty. Theſe 
ewo forts (as not worthy an Hiſtoricall Title) haue I 
proſcribedthe bounds of my diſcourſe:if betwixt ſuch 
ewo dangerous ſhelues, T can finde a retired harbour 
for the trvly named Hiſtorian to breath himfelfe'in, 1 
have attained my wiſhed expeRance, The meanebe- 
twixt theſe two, giues vs obſervation of noting cauſes 
andeffeQs, howproduced, and how ended: counſels 
and ſucceſſes, how intended, how adminiſtred; then he 
proceeds further, making reſemblance betwixe nature 
and narnre,ftate and ſtate,the goucrninent of this pro- 
vince and of that : then differences of ations & euent: 
ſome wiſely carried, bearing themſelues faire, and 
promiſing a compleat ſatis faRion to the vndertaker : 
yet what oppofition berwixtthe end/ and beginning, 
ruine being-the period, or extreme of his hopes. Many 
ſuch oppoſite Connerfions, or Cataſtropherrather, may 
'We daily fee inthe mihagements of warteszwho-more 
happy in his Conntries proteQion, and whomore ſuc- 
ceſſiue in his proſecution, then Pompey rhe! great in his 
firſt entrance to martiall exploits? Yea, (25 afar 2c- 
knowledged himſelfe) he had conquered , if he bad 
knawne when he had Safary etin;euent,whoſe 
defighes more vahappy ? Nat — deptiued*ot the 


Countzey, 
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Countrey, and enforcedto begge a poore ſepulchre in 
a forraine Countrey: but euen moſt oppreſſed by theit 
cruelty, whole ſervice, vnder his owne Banner, had 
beeane rewarded royally. Such diſconrſ{es often moue Mouing Hiſto- 
in men acommiſeration, inſceing Vertue ſo. ill guer«rians, 
doned, and Vice (ynder acounterteitgarbe) of Inno« 
cence recejue an immerited reward: Andthis certain« 
ly haue moſt Hiſtorians euer qbſerued in their wri« 
tings: ſo liuely te expreſle the diſaſters ot deſeruing 
men,that their relations might moue a kinde of ſenfi» 
ble pitey and remorce inthe peruſer, which is beſt ex+ 
emplified by circumſtances : for the time, place, cauſe, 
andperſon, with other neceſſary adiuncts,do (forthe 
moſt part) lay a more open and ſmooth Tract eo the 
inforcement of paſſion. Zucan,that hergicke Hiſtori. 
an,brings forth Corne/ia fitting vpon the ſhore, where 
her husband tooke his laſt farewel of her : where (like 
another Nzobe) ſhe makes a Limbeck of her cyes, and 
deſcants her owne calamity, oft wiſhing his returne;z 
and when depriued of his fight, yet the eye ofher ima« 
gination repreſents a new obie of ſorrow, Here, in 
ſuch royall compoſitions, and funerall conclufons, he 
deſcribes the diuerfity of nature, in two contrary ſub- 
ies : aſeruant faithfull, fitting ore the headlefſe rrunk How to moue 
of his yphappy mniſter: a ſlaue as vngratefull, haling po n,and by 
his once well-cſtcemed Lord and Generall to the fa. Baden INN 
call ſhore : where (without taſte of remorce, remem- . 
brance of former merits,or regard of Countries loue) 
he depriues him of life, Such Tragicke occurrents re= 
quiretheir Emphaſis, and a kinde of vn-viuall working 
paſſion : thatthe Hiſtory may preſent to our eyes, the 
very aQts how they were done; making her diſcqurſe 

asitis) a Theater of humane ations, Iknow pit- Liuely impreſ- 
rifull Rories haue range effeRts, if amply deſcribed: 999 - 3 
For warriers themſclues in the report of their owne m4 a 
miſ-fortunes (of all men moſt pirtileſſe) haue hardly rowards the 
contained themſclues you teares ; Eves, weptfather, 

2 to 
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to ſee the ruinesof his Conntrey ſo lively JepiQured 

in Didzes Hall: But when he beheld hispoore father 
eAwchiſes hanging on his owne ſhoulders ( having 

no other refuge in ſo imminent diſaſters,) S»/piria 
wittit, hee could weepe noJonger : forteares mitti- 

gare griefe, bur with a\paſſonare filencing of his 

miſeries, treaſured his vn-vtterable woes inthe bale- 

full centre ef his hearr, 

Kerxes, when ofa populous Army, ascuer paſſed: 
out of efſia, he had but ſo many lefras mightattend; 
him in a poore Cocke-boar, ro accompany him in his 
diftreſſed expedition, the Hiſtory mentions, 'that he 
wept bitterly; enſtiling himfelfe, The ruize of his Coun- 
trey, the laughter of many reſolute Souldiers, Nay, Titus 
himſelfe,the flower of all the Rowan Emperours,in the 
ſacke and ſubuerſzon of that once-glorious.Citty lers- 
ſalews,is ſaid to weepe exceedingly, beholding ſomany 
lamentable obicRs of pirty.(drad carkafſes lying in 0. 
pen ditches) ſoas not able to containe himlelte, hee 
cryed out, / call Heanen to witneſſe, I am not the cauſe of 
this Peoples laughter. Many ſuch repreſentments we 
hane very vſuall in Hiſtories, motive for their paſſion, 
and memorable fortheirend,proceeding fromthe iuſt 
judgment of God,to caution others by their miſerable 


fals, Thereis anotherpropriety in a Hiſtory,which 


Comparing of ſhould be obſerved : and thar is a Iudicious collation, 
Hiſtories ve!y or compa ring of Hiſtories one with another:the defect 


necellary, 


and want hereof, is the principall cauſe why ſo maine 
dilcordancies & meere oppoſitions in Hiſtories ariſe : 
and that not in circumſtances alone, but inmaterall 
points,as original foundations of Cities, ſucceſſion of 
Princes miſcited, the fires of Countries (an obleruance 
more Geographical) ill-difpoſed, with many other er- / 
rors, which are grounded vypon no other reaſon, then 
the want of conferring ſuch Hiſtories rogether,as tend 
to the preſent ſubicR we haue in hand, Nay were ir not 
much thioke you, now to prouedireRly, thatthe very. 
| | 2 Sen Compu»- 


_ 
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Computation of yeares whichthey deriued fromtheir-A diferencg 

ancientKalender, and which they obſerued as Cere-1mngft the 
ans in 

har Compu- 


monially and Religiouſly (in their kind) as wee the 
yearesfrom Can1$STs Incarnation, was very defe=- 


Aiue amoogſt themſelues? And yerthis is eafily done: yeaces, 


For their opinion sabout their Ol/impiad: in Greece, for 


the time of their Ereionare diverſe : The foundati< /id. Aul. Gelb, + 
on of Kome as yncertaine , ſince the founder himſelfe © £70. 


is not as yer generally agreed of, far the divers relati. 
ons of Numitor an lnu, Romulus and Remw,with 
their mother KheagMlſia,(a5 ſome wil haue it)make yp 
a laborinthof themſelues without further confuſione 
But toinferrethe ſtrange conneyance (or Apotheoſis) 
of Romulus: ſuddainely vaniſhed forth of their fight, 
and by the teſtimony of Iuluu Proculu , tranſplanted 
to ſome/ other place of more eminence;; hardly de- 
ſerves the credite off an Hiſtorian : Yerfome there be 
which ſhew more fauour tothis famous founder of 
Rome, daigning to beſtow a Monument of him, which 
is erected for him in the Temple Yaiinw, Indeed it 
were lixtle enough to memorize ſo renowned an Eſta. 
bliſher, with a Fombe, and to conſecratethe place of 
his Buriall;z As Achilles Tombe, or Monument in Sy 
eum, Theſe in eAthen, eAiax in the Rhetian Shore, 
and AkidesReliques in Oeta: Reade but ouer the Ro. 
mane Annals, and you ſhall find the diſcordancies 
of Hiſtorians in theſe compurations of times to be 
oreat: As efpecially the deſtruftion of Troy,confoun- 
ding the ſcuerall times of Troies Sacking, miſſing 
their accompt fron Laomedon to the ſucceſhon of 
Priam, But T hauc touchedthe errcour enough, ler ys 
now deſcend ro the preuention of ir, 


Before wetake ia hand any Diſcourſe we muſt al. Tranſcripri.. 
ons oft-times- 


waies meditate of the meanes, ere we can attaine the 


dreſfe our ſelues for ſuch SubicRs (as haue bene in our 


time) wherein we may recciue inſtruRion ,. by.ſome- | 
K-23 that. 


end: Whichend is ſooneſt archicued, when wead- 7 agg @ 


rn CES 
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that have bene interreſted in thoſe affaires, of farre 
more certainety then any Tranſcription, Bur inten- 
ding our Studies to any Forraine Relation (whereof 
ic may be we haue ſome one Record) I would not de 
| pend ypon the Antiquity of the Record (for we haue 
[1 many. antient Fables) but recolle& my ſelfe and cx- 
amine the probability, whether ſuch particulars are 
| like to beare reſemblance of truth or no: And herein 
we imitate the Antienteſt and beſt Authorized Hiſto= 
| rians that euerwrot; | 
= - Valerins( Maximus had recourſe, not onely to Roe 


q mane Annals (which were kept with great care) but he 
3h yied to conferre with ſuch as had any Breuiars of the 
= \ Romane lines intheir hands:Comparing the together, 
fd} that he might cull and chuſe our from the beſt Au- 


q! thours (as himſelfe witnefſeth)ſuch documents,as not 
_ onely propogated the glory and priſtine height of 
l Al his Country, but might moue ſuccediog ages to emule 
if late their vertues, : 

The like of that erue Mora!l! Hiſtorian Plutarch, 
whoſe Style fo modeſtly garniſhed, and fo ſententi- 
ouſly concluding, hath (and not withour cauſe) pur- 
F chaſed him the name of the Father of . Hiſtories, 

Laertus a worthy Recorder of thoſe famous Sages 
of Greece; deſcribes his Countries happineſſe with 
great modeſty : Whoſe Sentences may beſecme the 
graueſt Vnderſtanding'to extract, and vpon occafion 
| toaccommodate to his owne yurpole: Here he ſhewes 
| The variety of Spirit ina Philoſophers pen, one oppoling himſelfe 
| diſcourſe ia againſt a Tyrant; There a Moraliſt, making yong 
Laer tins. ien firSociates forthe marurcſt times ;: Here a Cys 
1/8 nicke contemning the glory of the woild, though 

© oftered him; | There a mery Greeke, laughing at the yas« 
"1 nites 'of men'wholly beſotred and ſubieCted to mun- 
daneſlauery. O'what Chriftian-like maximes , what 
| Divine concluſions, what ſolide Arguments, what cn- 


Ll | forcing reaſons be there included, onely to moue men 
W to 
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to the embrace of yertue? Wich Diſcourſe plentifull 


enough in oppoſitions berwixt Erhnicke and Ethnicke; 


out-{tripping Nature(if it were poflible) in reaſoning, 


and drawing an argument, neere to Divine approba= 
tion, and ready to conficme it , if the generall blind- 
neſſe of thetime, and their want cf further Reuela- 


tion would admirt of their Aﬀercion, 


Thus much for the former branch of my diviſion, 
of Hiſtories True and Avthentique : NowlT will en- 


ereate of RelationsFeigned; yet ſuchas Moralized 
include an excellent meaning , drained fromthe yn- 
corrupted Springs of Hellicon. 

All Relations feigned are notto be excluded: for 
many Poeticall Narrations there be which compre- 
hendinthem a wonderfull ſharpeneſſe of judgement, 
pregnancy of Inuention, and a great meaſure of dif- 
cretion; of which ſort, none more excellent then the 
workes of Homer, weauing many pretty.conceits in 
the webof his Hiſtory, ro make the SubicR ic ſelfe 
more pleaſant: The more I commend him to the rea- 
ding of the Tudiciouſly Generous, becauſe I could 
neuer finde in his Workes any ſcurrulous AﬀeRarion, 
bur proſecuting his Diſcourſe with a medelt grauity, 
as if Nature, that had deprined him of his Corporall 
fight, had done it, tomake the eye of his vaderitan- 
ding more piercing : For to readerhe Majeſty of his 
Stile, the wel.coucht Fables immixt in his warre be- 
rwixt the Greekes and 7roiant, may as ina ſtore-houſe 
imaginethe treaſures of all wits to be locked vp in 
him. Many execllent Hiſtories haue bene derived 
from him; as well in Proſe as contracted Meaſures, for 
his pleafing variety reliſhech more then others, be-» 


cavie through allhis Workes , be victh lefle digreſi- 


orithen others : Aud-pitty it is, that every impoliſh*d 
hand ſhould haueto do with the Tranſcription of his 


Labeurs} gricuing'the-poore Blind-man with/their 


blindnefle; For who ſo bliad as Buzzard? And if: Ste- 
| | —_* fyehors 


Feigned Rela- 
nons or Poeti- 
call Hiſtories, 


Homer an Ex- 
cellent & He- 
roicke Poet; 
{ſhadowed onc- 
ly at, becauſe 
my Iudicious 
trignd Maiſtce 
74 Heywood, 
hath taken in 
hand (by his 
great:nduſtry) 
ro wake a Gee 
nerall (though 
Summary) de- 
ſcription of all 
the Poets 
liues, 


Labouts dif- 


pa:raged by 


'Trant{lators. 


— 
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ſychorus was worthily ſtrucke blinde for commenting 


on Vemu beauty, anddiſcommending Hellens forme : 
much more deſerue they an exaRer puniſhment, that 
darc comment on his eterniz'd labours, who deteed 
Venus \uſt, and portraied Hellenrinconſtancy, To pre» 
{cride in what tongue Hiſtories are to be read, I know 
their owne garment is molt native, Bur ſuch haue 


beene the diſparraging labours of our Enplifb Tranſla« 


tors, that Romes tongue, and Greeces CharaRers, grow 
as vulgarand common with vs, as the [ralian Garbe : 
ſoas weſccme beholding to others, both for ſpeech 
and raiment, I do know ſome workes areneceſſary to 


' betranſlated, being ſuch as expreije the politick ſtates 


Many illiterat of Realmes, which impartedrto the illiterate, often- 
of the exateſt times conferre no little benefite to our Countrey. But 


1dgement. 


other workes there be, which modeſty would haue 
concealed, being Records of the viriouſneſſe of for- 
mer times ; as the obſcene and ſenſuall conuents,or 
proſtitutions rather, of thoſe mirrors of impicty, che 
Roman Emperours, the relation whereof acquaints the 
depraucd tgo weil with ſuch impudence,But becauſe I 
have entred into a Catalogue of pocticall Hiſtories, I 
will proceed further into the memorable,and no leſſe 
ingenious works of Heſjode: much I cannot wiite of 
HyRtoricall matter in Heſyode ; yet what he writ of that 
ſubict, comprehended 1n it more height and true pro- 
portion, then any Poet that euer writ, With what ha- 


_ zarding danger doth he there delineate the rare Com- 


bate berweene (cx and Cyenu ? now equally poizivg 
their yalours (as if nature had made them of that equal 
=_ ) tothe end to leaue rhe conflit vncertaine. 

reſently (vpon occaſioned — he ſhewes 2 
better and a work : yet fo, as without the leaſt impu- 
tation, or diſparrage to either of their ſpirits (making 
them as imparalell as equall) but applies the cucntto 
ſome auſpicious, genious,or divine power, fauouring 


one morethea another, Straight, with a new pang 


A Swrwey of Hiſtories. 33 

he proceeds tothe reſolued exploits of Herewler 5 and Hercules La 

with an admicable facility deſcribes his labours, He bours, 

ic was, that by the aſſiſting hand &f /zpiter, of whom 

he deſcended, {lew the Cleoman Lyon, the Erimanthian 

Boare, the Bull of THarathen, the Lernean Hydra, and 

the winged Hart : He who purchaſed nolefſe memo. 

Table Trophies .in Hell, then on Earth; haling the 

three-necked ( erberms, and reſcuing Proſerpina, (ifthe 

ſupreme powers had not inbibited) from the tyran- 

nicke hands of infernall P/uro: Dilcomfiting the (+»- 

rarres, vanquiſhing efchelows (being his corriuall in 

the loue of faire Deiancira, the Srymphalides, the Cree 

mona Giants, the traiterous Neſſus, eAutheus, eAnge.s 

Stables, Apples of Heſperides, Cares, Buſyrs, hurling 

Diwomedesrto his horſes (to quit his own tyranny) free- 

( ing Heſyone from the Whale, ſacking Troy in reuenge 
of the perfidious Laomedon, ſubduing thoſe invincible 
Giants, Dericl and Albion, redeeming Orcalia, and | | 
Betriciafrom the captiuity of Gerion: and wearing the 
Amazon Baldricke, tointimate his viRories in thoſe | 
warlicke Prouinces: | 

Theſe, and the like, doth He/yode ſet downe with 
that probable coherence, that if the matter it ſelfe did 
not imply an impoſſibility, one would be certainly in- 
duced to beleeue ſo concordant an Hiſtory, Preſent- 
ly he deſcends tothe generation of th: Gods, making 
vp a Genealogy. in that diſtin& order,-as the Pagan 
Gods (for ſo one hath obſerued) were much indebred 
to him for ſo wel deriving their pedigree, which with- 
out his inuention (perhaps) had laine obſcure. 
Lucian deſerues his place, whoſe otherwiſe ill-de- 

ſeruing parts, being a profeſt foe to all divine adorati- 

” on, purchaſed him an end as miſerable as his propha- 
nations merited ; being deuoured by dogpes : yet in 
this regard we haue propounded our opinion about 
Hiſtoricalfitions,I will giue him his dueplace: one of 


an excellent wit, ripe ynderftanding, and labourious 
F withall 


"1 


1omer.in Thad. 
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withall, to finde out the ancient Manuſcript3,and Re- 
cords of authorized Hiſtories : yer, forafrr uch as his 
vw:itings arc interlarded now 2nd then with inueRiue 
ſpceches againſt the Caleſtiall powers, arguing too 
much of Natures power, too little of the Soueraigne 
of Nature. I wovld haue the Generous Reader to 
prepare himſelfe in the peruſall of ſuch Diſcourſes, as 
Calypſo inſtructed Y/{yſſes againſt the Syrens Inchaunt- 
ments, thus inuiting him: \ / 
Hue ad*s 0 ingens Grecorum gloria Viy(ſer, 


Siſte Ratem,&c.=— Thus Engliſhed, 


{ ome hither Noble Ithacus, 
of valiant Grekes the choice, 
Take harbor here, incline thine eare 
vnto the Syrens voice : 
For there nere was any aid paſſe, 
ſince we arriued bere, 
Thts liqnid way but wiſht to ſtay, 
our warbliy gwotesto heave, 
Hence pregnant wits,ana ripe conceits 
much knowledge hae concein'd : 
As for the alls you did at Troy, 
we n:wes long ſince receiu”d. 
eArd how the Goat purſu'd the Greekes, 
the Troians Greekes purſue, 
The Grectans hate tn ſacking Tre, 
Heauens hate in wratking you. 


Oftheſe Inchatintments did Calypſo fore-warne V- 
lyſſes with this preparation, that he ſhould command 
his Aſſotiates in his Ship, to binde him, when he ap- 
proached neere thoſe fatall Harmoniſts, and to ſtoppe 
theircares, leaſtthey ſhould be made aprey to their 

cruelty, So muſt every one prepare himſelfe in ſuch 

Syren-diſcourſes : The liberty of theſe times, per- 
{wades ſome too eafily to Lyciaos Arguments ; - 

oo En TER thoſe 
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thoſe which (in feare of diuine power) dare not deny 
the Omniporencie 'of the Immorcoll Power in word, 
yet their prophane couuerſation implies an abſolute 
Apoſtaſic in them in their workes. I wiſh theſe di. 
grſſions were not needfull ; for then I might .more di- 
rectly proceed 1n my diſcourſe, which the depraued. 
neſſe ofrimes willin no caſe ſuffer, 


Bur intheſe feigned Hiſtories I wholly exclude all Feigned Hi- 


ribaldry, times themiclues haue inftruion ſufficient 
for obſcene ſubiets, without any further excite. 
ments: nor can] admit, that thoſe ynproficable tories 
of Primalion, Palmerin de Olina,The Knight of the Sunte, 
Gerilion, with many other fitiue Diſcourſes ſhould be 
entertained by youth : mahy of theſe Relations hauec 
ſtrangely tranſported diuers well-promiling wits into 
ſtrange amazements;eſpecially ſuch as conceiue more 
delight in them, then more ſcrious ſtudies, Some 
we haue heard, that in reading the ſtrange aduentures 
of Orlando Furioſs,and conueying the very. impreſſion 
of his amorous paſſion to themſclues, would preſent. 
ly imitate his diſtraction, run ſtarke naked,make loue. 
ſongs in commendation of their Angelica, put them. 
ſelues to intollerable rorments to gaine the affection 

of their ſuppoſed miſtreſſes, Ochers, in imitation of 
ſome yaliant Knights, haue frequented Delarts, and 

inhabited Provinces, ecchoiag in cuery place their 

owne vanities, endorſing their names in barkes,of 
trees, wholly turned Sauage, aud vntractable to per- 


ſonare that knight more liuely, 


OT1LCS appro» 
ued tending 
to inſtruction. 


Such Hifſtorics I onely allow of (whether In Proſe, $ach Hiftories 
or Verſe, for Epickes may be writ in either) as yeeld onely merite 
profic with delight ; not ſubieRing their dilcourſe to that name, 


obſerue ſome indiſcreet humour of the time, for ap. 


which yeeld 
profice with 


plication, bur prevention. Many read,and (inthe loo. |}; oht, 


nefſe of their owne liues) make application of the 
worſt ynto themſclues; hoping with Hereſtratis,to be 


memorable for villany : Theſe arc like Spiders, that 
F =b F 2 turne 


Moral] Hilto- 
IicS, 
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rurne the ſweeteſt and moſt wholeſome flowers to 
ranke poyſon ; the diſcredit of an Hiſtory, and a great 
ſtrengthner of vice, | . 

Others there be,that tranſported onely with the de- 
light and preſent variety of the Hiſtory, make Hiftory 
onely (25 our Gallanrs doe their Tobacco) a fpender 
oftime: they apply not the fruit or vicof Hiſtories. 
But as in ſomepleaſant or deliphrtull dreame, fatisfied 
torthe preſent time : bur paſt, quite razed out of me- 
mory. In ſtories of this nature, (ſuch I meane as bee 
feioned)I approue of thoſe beſt that reſemble Truth : 
the ncereſt according to Flacews opinion 2 

Fiſts volupt4tis cauſa ſint proxima vers, 

For the impoſhbility of the relationofrentimes ma» 
keththe ſubic& more ridiculous; whereas the con- 
cordancy, or_apt connexion of the Hiftory (though 
the maineplot be falſe) enforceth more attention. 

And thus rvach of Poeticall Heftories : 1 will come 
eo the ſecond Branch of my Diuition of Hiſtories (to 
wit) Morall, | | R 

Merall Hiſtories be ſuch, as conduce to a ciuill and 
morall inſtitution of life or manners ;teaching what is 
ro be done, and what auvided. Xenophen in his inſtru- 


, Qion of Cyrus, propounds what reatons ſhould cſpe- 


cially1ndnce a morall Hiſtsrian to ſpeake more of cx- 
amplary motines to yertue, then any thingelie; Be- 
cauſe (ſaith he) if Cyyws had not beene elected King a- 
mongſt Sheepheards, it may be, he had never reigned 
ouer the Pey/ians: but the very Title, which was given 
him by Rurall Swaines, enforced him to attempt 
further, 

AMoral Hiſtories teach men to behaue themſclues in 
all affaires : If imployed in Embaſſages, Commerce, 
or any negotiation wharſocuer, it direfts them how to 
hazard fairely, beare themſelues difcreetly, and ſup- 
port the burthen impoſed on them ſtoutly, Theſe kind 
of ſtories are the beſt Nurſes, they weane vs from a 


childiſh 
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childiſh effeminacy, and erainevs in morevirile and 
man-like actions : ſo as Education is called by the _ 
Phyloſopher, ef ſecond Nature, habituating vsto the 
kinde of our breding : Morality likewiſe is called,the 
S oueraigneſſe of Education, The ſquare of human «Attions, 
the beſt Scboole-miſtreſſe for unbridled youth that reſtr aines 
affettions raging, erelts our paſſions too much aſſwaging, 
rempers our ſpirit, aud reduceth vs tothatperfett Symme- 
trie, Viexpede Herculem, you may know Hercules by 
his «foote, the inward habite hy externall appea- 
rance, 

Hence was. it that «Alexander glorified ſo much of 
his Stagyrian Moraliſt: Achilles of his Phemx: of whom 
he had received fo much good, as hee ingeniouſly ac- 
knowledged ;'by Phenix he could both, Bene dicere, & 
bene'agere, | 

To be briefe, there is no exorbitancic in Nature, 
which. by Morall Narrations hath not beene refor. 
med: Seneca was naturally couetous : which diſpo- 
fiction, or malady rather, he ſhrowdes couertly in that 
ſentence of his, inſerted in his Booke, De Tranquil{ita- 
te e Anime. Nec agroto, necvaleo, Yet by daily confe- 
rence with Morall Hiſtories, and Preceprs of ciuill 
- inſtitution,he could moderate his deſire of having, e« 
{teeming the treaſure of his minde onely worth pol- 
ſefſing. 2ui cuntth habet, nec tamen habetur, as Saluſt 
obſerueth. 

The like we reade of Sty/pho, a Romane, whom (as 
 Ciceroſpeaketh) was of all other moſt libidinous , yet 
by.reading of Morall Precepts, amplified with grave 
examples, became moſt continenr. The infirmities 
of this time arc great, and need the hand ofan.expert 
Phyſitian; No Medicine, nor Antidote, more ſoles 
raipneto cure theſe contagious Vicers, then Morall 
Phyſicke, if the diſeaſe be greene, (I meanethe diſ- 
eaſes of the minde:) Wee haue heere Lenitiues to 
mittioate, if itbe old, and prowne to a wage, a very 

F 3 Gangrenc 
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Gangrene, griefes inſenſible, being moſt incurable? 
We haue Corraiues to eate away all thoſe corrupt 


The praiſe of rerrers that hinder che cure, This is afingular Art,and 
Mora!ll Hitt. 


farre ſurpaſſing Galensr, e/£ſcalapuu,, or Hypocrates : 


_their cures were but ext ernall, theſe internall : and ſo 


much more worthy is the cure ofthe Minde then the 
Body,by how much the one is more pretious then the 
other. ODiuine Art ! O ſecret myſtery ! The Greekes 
called this Diſcourſe, The life of Man: for withour ir, 
he would degenerate from Man, and looſe the beſt 
ornaments of humane nature : The l:ght of Reaſon, The 
Eye of Eletlion,:mc was, great indeed, in compariſon of 
the ſmall eſteeme this world makes of it: labouring of 
a great burthen of impiety, an huge freight of finne, 
an inſupportable carriage,& feeling her own ſtrength 
vnfit for ſuch a weight, yetrefuſeth roentertaine a 
companion that would willingly andreadily lighten 
her burden. | 
Diſtempered Age, that labours of minds phrenfie, 
captiuated to vnworthy bondage: how long will thy 
intelle&tuall eye be ſhut ? How long hood-wincke ? 
Ifchou tall wich open eyes, thy miſery is greater,ſ{ce- 
ing thy fall yet would not prevent it, falling with 
bliaded eyes : No maruell, that ſces thine owne 1nfir= 
mity, and [cornes the direction of others eyes to con- 
duct thee. Alafle, here be many intricate Mazes, vn- 
frequented Laborinths, places of -imminent perrill, 
andthou art blind : no ſuſpe& of any Stratageme or 
Ambuſh doth poſleſſe thee , rhou promulelt thy ſelfe 
molt ſecurity, when moſt beleagred with perill. | 
It was no meruaile if miſerable Oeazprm, runne into 
Brakes and Briers, when his erring feece were guided 
by two bli:d eyes? Here be many ſeducements : And 
as in the Pagan time , there were more Temples 
erected in honour to Bacchus and Venus, then to Inp- 
piter and eApollo: So for one example of Piety and 
Religion, wee bauc ten of vice and licentiouſneſle- 
| Heere 


Hee was borne rich: There a ragged Sage deſcanting 
on Morall precepts, bur neither garded nor regarded, 
Heere Roſa mundi, the Roſe of worlds vanity, ſer 
on a ſplay-foote, making Arr a couer for Natures 
deformity: Therea plumpe of Feathers dangling |on 
a Head more light then Feathers , ro make Plaroer na- 


keddefinition of mantrue -- Homo eſt e Animal Bipes, ©(40es defini- 
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Heere the baite of Ambition, hung out and ſwal. 
lowed, and like enough by a Gudgion; there the 
painted Flagge of Vaine-glory, leading atroupeof 
vices 'in a Riog-dance : Heere a Silken Foole wel. 
eſteemed -- for -- Naſci a Principibus fortuiturn eff .-, A Cautionfor 


your flken 
Gallant, 


implune: No matter for reaſon : They would bee loath wo, 


tobcindued with more then is needefull for a phan. 
eaſticke head -- An ordinary portion of reaſon will 
ſerue an Ordinary. O that theſe poiſeleſſe Braines 
would but imploy their time in Morail Diſcourſes, 
what excellent matter might they find out worthy the 
iudicious approbationof refined Wits. 

It is obſerued that in «Lehens, and in Rowe alſo, 


yong Gentlemen were to bee imploicd in preferring. 


ſome Law in behalfe of the people : or Parronizing 
ſuch as were poore, and deſtitute of ſuccour inthem- 
ſelues : Patronizing ſuch,and proteCting themin pub- 
licke defence of their cauſe, or the like, 

This was the firſt ſtep: of preferment vnto (Feere, 
defending Roſcira againſt Scilla ; and that with ſuch 
yehemency, as generally hee was approucd for 
his ſeriouineſſe in a poore Aﬀors cauſe, And ſure 


generous mindes cannot be better expreſſed then in 


ations of this nature, whereby they may not onely 
ſecure themſelues and their entireſt afteCtions from 
the friuolent afſaules of irregular perturbations; but 
alſo pnrchaſe vnto him, the generall loue, and fa. 
uour of ſuch as obſerue their dilpofition, and ad- 
mire it, | 
By Morall reading wee vie to bee moſt excwny rr 
encic 
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The fruite of theſe compaſſionate efteRs : exampled in them whom 


Morall rca- 
ding. 


SENeea, 


we deſerucdly think of,and earneſtly couet to imitate: 
Not taxing them vaworthily, nor commenting other- 
wiſe of their vertues, then as we receiue by Tran- 
ſcription from others, Former Ages (in this kinde) 
haue beene more charitable, but the apprehenſion of 
our owne defe&ts makes ys ſuſpeAfull of others, As 
in Rome,if the Piſces be Frugall, they are cenſured Par- 


-cimonius; if the Aferelh Religious, they are taxed Su- 


perſtitious;if the Appy Popular, they are termed Am- 
bitious ; "if the Manly Auſtere, they are tiled Ty- 
rannous; if the Le/y Wiſe, they are Curious; the Pub- 
lic:le Aſpiring, it Courteous, Many ſuch CMame- 
threpts we haue, that cenſure others aCtions to the 
worlt, making their owne depraued iudgements,cen- 
ſors of others vertues, But Morall Precepts would 
remedy this obliquity, and will vs firſt be Maiſters of 
our owne Aﬀe&tions, ere wee fiſh in the troubled wa- 
ters of other mens errours : But this Age confirmes 
the Aſſertion of a wiſe Komane Senatour : Swam cuinſg, 
culpam /Authores ad canſam tranferunt: Or, which Seneca 
writes in his Epiſtle to his friend Lacil: Many (faith 
he) my frierd Lucilius commit faults in Rome , bur will 
in n1 cale heare that they commilted them © thee Acdile lates 
blame pon the Oneſtor , the Yneitor on the Pretor, the 
Pretor on the Conſul, the Con(il onthe ( enſor , the Cenſor 
on the Dictator. 

Apollogizing and defending errours, the greateſt 
cheriſher of them : For how 1s it poſſible weſfhould 
amcnd them, that will not confefle we did 'commit 
them? But acknowledgementis a precedent dire- 
Areſle ro reformation, accordingto the Traged: 
words: nem penitet feciſſe pene eſt mnocens. In Morall 
Studies much excellent matter may be choſe out of 
that mirrour of Morals P/xtarch; not onely to inſtruct 
youth, in the Rudiments and Precepts of Vertue: As 
how to beare himſeltfe in all occaſions, how to con- 

ccale 
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ceale and ſmother his paſhons, with a wiſe ouer- 
maiſtringof lis afteKions; and how to redreſle the 
mulciplicity of Injuries by taking oportuniy by the 
fore-top. But euen old men likewiſe, ſuch as haue 
ſeene many changes and alterations in their times,and 
were well nigh perſwaded, that all the volumes of 
the world could notſhewthem more, then they in clic 
reuolution of times had ſeene : Bur ſecing inftrugi- 
 onsrare tothem, and vnaccuſtomed precepts fit for 
the matureſt head toplod on, they then conteſle thor 


their old age hath bene a dotage, verefying <- 


worldly affaires. 

Many old men we haue (that can diſcourſe of the 
change of Princes,) whoſe Gray-haires be as ſo ma.. 
ny records of what they haue ſeene: But alaſſe,confer 
with them of true Morall experience, and you ſhall 
finde them as yong in houres, as old in yeares : Their 
knowledge inthe Infancy , thoughtheir one foote in 
the graue, ready to bid adiew to the world, when they 
are halfe ſcarcely erudiated inthe prenentiue ſle1ghrs 
of this world : A ſimple age, when we haue no other 
teſtimony that we hane liued long, ſaue onely our 
Gray-«haires , and yer the generall ignorance pleades 

ardon : None ſo generous as thoſe which know the 
leaft,none of a ranked ſpirit,that wil caſt the eie of a ju. 
dicious applauſe,ypon the meritinglabors of avy man, 


It is recorded, that Licinins , Coleague in the Em- The cauſe why 


; eAadi/- Theſe times, 
rendo ſe ſemper ſeneſcere: Reaping more profite by oe old in yeares, 
Morall Precept, then a whole yeares Experience in but yong it 


Oures., 


pire with Couftantine the Great {being vncapable of Learning is 
learning himſelfe) by reaſon of rhe ſlowneſle or bar. <*Pemned, 


renneſſe of hisvnderftanding, was wont to call lear. 
ning the very poiſon and publick plague that infeed 
the Realme: The Rowane Hiſtorians, haue applyed 
this vanity of his, rather to his want of ——_ 
then any Ging elſe, being not able to comprehend the 


benefice of Arts, 
| The 
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The like of Maximinian,who war deſirous to attaine 


ſome extraordinary height incloquence ; which when 
he could not (by reaſon of his naturall dulnefſe) at- 
. taine vnto, hee enuiedand maligned others, Maby 


hauc we that {ccond theſe, glorying intheir owne 1g- 
norance, and making a rediculous ſpeRacle of Lear- 


conſis 190445, ning 2.25 a ſuperficiall ornament to accommocate 


more to the threed-bare Sophiſter,then the Generous 
G2ilave. 

[ r-call to minde the ancient preſage vpon all Arts, 
and the prevition concurres well with this time: 
7 inie-halk -pence for a Thile/epher ,and ſmoake fer a Coun- 
ſellory, It was ſpoken inthe declining age of the Ro. 
m.u Empire, when Vice rode in his foor-cloath, and 
Vertue (like a poore /riſ> Lacky) ran at his ſtirrop, 
Bur Moroll learning illumines the intelleCtuall power 
wit) a better and cleerer fore-ſight; ſhewing the diffe- 
rence betweene goodnefle and appearance :for true 
Morals toun not to garniſh their portraitures with 
ſhadowes, \ | 

The beſt meanes to diſtinguiſh betwixt the igno- 
rant and morally inftruRed, is to put them into their 
habilliments of rature, ſend'them both forth naked 
into the world, and their diſtin characters will ap - 
peare more manifeſt, Alaſſe, the Moraliſt cannor dil- 
courſe of what the world molt affeteth; hee ſees the 
ambitious man rouing at vnſerIded ends, meanin 
to ingroſſe the whole world to himſelfe ; he ſmiles at 
his illimited defires, and wonders Whereto his fond 
purpoſes tend : he conſiders the cuent, ere he take in 
hand the meanes, and hates defire of popular praiſe,or 
oltentation, left he ſhould grow proud by forraigne 
obſeruances : he entertaines death with a cheerefull 
brow. Terror of death is not terrible to one prepared 
for her ere ſhe come, alwayes taking her,as one ofthe 
neceſſities of nature,and incuitable,meditating of her, 
as ONC=-- Ef) i finem vite extremum inter munera ponit na- 
Inrt. 
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ture, Theſe confiderations euer fortifie a good Morall 
againſt the violence of all affaults inward andour. 
ward ; apprehendingt his ſubſtance,and compoſition, 


to be ſuch,as cannot barracadoe it ſelfe againſt the en- 
counter of nature. 


eAgathocler, that tyrant of Syrac/a,in all his tyran- An excc 


llent 


ny,hada good Morall Rtatue to repreſent to him the I. obſcruation by 
diome of his mortality; having the vpper part of his ® 1yfant- 


Image made of Marble, Gold and Ivory, but the feet 
of Earth, to intimate of how weake and infirme 
ground, he and his goodly promiſing perſon ſtood, 
O if we ſhould but reade the choyce variety of Di- 
vinely compoſed ſentences, compriſed in thoſe elabo. 
rate workes of theancient Morall Hiſtorians : they 
world moue vs tono lefſe apprehenſion of our owne 
weakneſſe, then if ſome expert or curious Painter, 
(-Apeller-like) ſhould portray to vs euery part and li- 
neament ofthis liccle man we carry about vs, Morality 


ſaith a good Morall) is mans Anatomy ; it ſhewes e- Maralii 
ah part of his body, how compoſed, how diſpoſed : FEAR wes 


and preſcribes how this excellent compoſure may be 
beſt preſerued : It deales not by predominancy of 
Planets, (as our ponderous burthens of Nature cal- 
culate,) butbyaneven ſymmetry of Vertues gouer- 
ning the inferior Spheares,the bodies liniaments.Nor 
deales it like your phantaſtike Muſitian, that beftowes 
more charges on the Couer of his Inſtrument, then 
che Inftrument it ſelfe : but by the couers debaſement, 
augments the excellency of the Inſtrument, the diuine 
faculties of the ſoule, 

Burt I may ſceme to run too farre inthis ſubie&, con. 
founding Morall Hiſtory with Philoſophy : which 
chough I mi ght defend for Morall|]Phyloſophy, is no- 
thing elſe then a globe of Morall precepts drawne 
from Hiſtorical! grounds; yet to ike mine own paſ- 
ſage ooth,I will deſcend tothe next branch of 
Hiſtory, intituled Phy/icall, 

G 2 Hiſtories . 
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Hiſtories Phyſicatl, be eſpecially conuerſant inthe 
ſearch of the natures of things: approuing that opi- 
nion of the Phyloſopher : Ea Phyſica ſunt, que Natur us 
rerum explorare ſolemt: whether things animate or in- 
animate; in liuing Creatures, as in the ſearch of 
Beaſts, Birds, Serpents, and the like; and- of vc- 
getiue Bodies, as Plants: In creatures inanimate, as 
11 the ſcrutiny of Meerals, the diſtinct natures of 
tones, &c, Wich which difcourſes the greateſt Empe- 
The ſ{eurrall Tours hauc beene delighted, Thoſe admirall workes 
kindes of phy- of *Plinte, eAriſtorle, and e/Elian, with many others, 
acall oblcrua- are ſufficient to erudiate the moſt incapable in theſe re= 


6 lations: where they doe, eAbditarerum rimars, Here 
deſcribing the very intimate natures of Beaſts, the 
rarc and incredible vertues of Plants, and Hearbs, the 

IP virulent natures. of Serpents, and the artratiue pow. 

+2} nat ers of Stones, Mettals, and the like, The Crecodwe, a 


ture & feature M9 dangerous beaſt, (irequenting the Riuer Ny/us ) 
different, by - and a profeſt foe to man : The [chnewmon, a little crea- 
one-pecnliar ture,yet powerfull in her ſclfe,and in hex power apro» 
Nation Hood felt foe to the Crocodile, 

PPE) enuar'y | Toſfer downe the ſeuerall properties of all , or of 
"molt lorts of Bealts, wouldcraue an ample Volumne 

of it ſelfe : I will onely (as 11 my former diſcourſe) ex» 

preſſe the vſe of Naturall Hiltorics, and co what per- 

lons molt accommodate, | 
We reaide of diucrs moſt famous Princes and Mo- 
narchs to have applicd their mindes tothe ſearch of 

Whar princes theſe ſtudies : Alexander (otherwiſe moſt potent in 
wv 45 wr Armes, and ſole commander of the- world) addicted 
Acne ne hismindetothe ſcrutiny of theſe rarieties : as may ap=- 
peare moſt manifeſtly by his letter (atthis day extant) 

co his maiſter eLr5fotle, containing the ſtrange pro- 

portions of bealis, with their natures z which during 
his Indian warre, he had obſerued-: deſcribing the 
ſtrange and ynheard of qualites of the inal Alpeies, 
ond many other lindes of Serpents, continualy 
. þ infeſting 
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infeſting his Army; profefling (a5 he himſelfe writerh) | 
he found more difficulty in difcomfiting beaſts, then 
ſubduing men: forthe oneſort afſaylred him when 
his Troopes were well diſpoſed, cheerefulljand fall 
ef alacrity: burthe other inuaded him by night. 7ra 
oh ne in caſlris quidew nimium ocy-detur ; Alwayes was 
this puifſant Prince much giuen to ſee thenaturall 

- qualities of beaſts, ſoas no preſent could bee more 
eratefvll, or acceptable to him, then ſome trangel 
natured fauage, making excellent vſe of this Theo. 
ry, appropriated tothe natures of men: which y 
on all occaſions (with fingular delight): hee vſedro 
apply voto. his Nobles diſpofition, which attended 

1M, | 
Thoſe noble andcouragious Dogges,whichwereſent Couragious 
him by the Kings of e/bany, much contented him : Dogges. 
They would-not flirre-at ſmall bealtes, diſdaining | 
them | ( as it-were ) /in.the ouer-flow, of their cou- 

rage, contemning any encounter but with Lyons, 
and Elephants, Fhis magnanimity' could the valiant 
Em perour'apply welltnoughio: himfelfe : 'Hee ſaw 
his owne- nature delincated;, or charaQred (as it 
were) in their courage, Scorning to; triumph on 
the conquered, ſolacing him/ ever, with this ex- 
rreame;-yet cheerefull comfort':. Suprreft ſperare [a- 
luterm, | 

The like defire of exploring the: naturall proper. 

ties of beaſtes poſſeſſed Sertorins ;| one no lefſe 

prouident,to ſhelteri himſelfe in aduerfuy, chenin all 

his ations continent; amid!t his profpericy ;who after 

his regiment in Spame, erefted many places-for ta- 

ming of wild bea{ts,delighting exceedingly.to ſee the 

2ptneſſe of ſome joyned with acertaine naturall flex= 

ibility, and the backwardnefle of others, retainin 

\ ever a certaine ſemblance of their firſt Nature / ſo Natures of 

dcepely imprinted, as difficultly remoued. Nay whar 59s: 

Stratagems vicd he (by his whute Hart) ro ſuppore: 

G 3 and. 
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and gouerne the whole Fabrique of his declining 
Eſtate :' Implying that by his Hinde,or Hart, he recei- 
ued inſtructions from Diana, which the people (with 
ſuch ſuperſtition) beleeued,, that by his glory he con- 
quered enuy, enlarging the bounds of his juriſditi- 
on,and making his exile the ſymbole of his renowne, 
till by the bloudy conſpiracy of Perpermaand Antons- 
1, he was depriued both of Crowne and Life. 
Demetrius a worthy Souldiour, and one well meri- 
ting of his Country, was much inclined to this Study: 
Soas at home, if at any time ſequeſtred from his more 
ſerious Aﬀaites, he conceiued exceeding pleaſure and 
delight in the portraying of thoſe beaſts he had ſeene: 
Excellent he was in the frame of any fimillitude, bur 
more diuine in his owne; being of that exact forme, 
elegant conſtitution, and{weetely mixtComplexion - 


Uta piltoribus, [culpttribuſq, es fimily non potuerit effu- 
25: A rare Modell of Nature, when (by /Nature)he was 


imparralel, | | 

| Alcibyader, nolefſe deſeruing, yet worſe cenſured, 
was well experimented inthe Natures of Beaſts, but 
more in Plants : hauing an hearbe,cuento this day 
(amongſt our Apothecaries) called after his name. 
eAlcytsaden - or the Wilde Buglofle, 

Andfor Mettals, Minerals, or the like, None more 
accommodated-to ſuch Studies then that ys a 
of Romane hearts cAuguitus, hearing his Lepidary 
Dwſcorides with efpeciall delight; So as intime hee 
was not onely able to diſtinguiſh of any Stone, but 
ro deſcribe their Natures : Vſing likewiſe the Art of 
Alchemy, more expert in their recalcinations(ſaith the 
Romaxe Hiſtorian) then the beſt Profeſſours of that 
time,and conſequently I may concludethen the grofle 
DL nacke-ſaluers of our time. 

You ſee itis no diſparagement for the Generous, 


or Heroicke Spirit to bee Studied in theſe Notions: 


fincethe peerelefſe for Valour, and true p_ 
$5. ale 
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haue Dedicated themſelues vnto them 42 yer would T 
not haue them ſo beſotted, or bewedded, to theſe Stu- 
dies, a$sto forget more important intendments:I con- 
feſſe theſe are ratherto make a man compleate , then 
exaRly neceſſary, anda ſuperficiall knowledge is ſufſt. 
cieat forlearning of this Nature + and/well do I ap=- 
proue of that Ornament of ' Learning (the beſt luſtre 
to the Schoole of Arts) where he would rather haue 
a Gentleman ſuperficially ſeene in all,then profoundly 
learned in one : Too muchretiring to theſe Studies, 
accord not with prauity or State, but ro diſcourſe (by 
way of reaſon) without Sophiſticall Argumenting 
well beſeemes the moſt Generous minds, 

It is an happy thing ro keepe a meane in wiſedome, 
not to ſtriue (ian ouer-flow of vnderttanding) to 
out-ſtrip Nature, in the inveſtigation or ſearch of Na. 
turall chings : A little will ferue vs in indifferent. 
things, and mote it reliſheth of diſcretion, ro know 
when we haue enough; then, with an vabounded will 
of affeting knowledge, ſuperſtitiouſly to know more 
then Nature hath preſcribed, 

This exceſſe in defire of knowing, hath beene a 
contagion, that hath infeRed and poiſoned the matu- 
reftStudies: eſpecially in things ſo impertinent, as 
when the pirch of. that they expected was atrained; 
Their knowledge conduced no moreto the profite of 
the Repub: then if with £udymion they had ſlept their 
time, and paſſed theirlife ouer ina fruirleſſe filence, Tr 
pleaſeth the Orator to tearme ſucha Study -= Invitites 
mentis agitatio: Sayling in the troubled ſtreame, where 
a more cleere and calme” paſſage doth ſhew'herſelfe, 

Thus I approue in theie Narurall Diſcourſes, a {uperh. 
ciall Diſcarkive Knowledge,to exclude Ignorance, but 
no ſuch affeiue height, leaſt in ſo exquiſite a ſearch 

of Nature, we ſhould ſhow our ſelues Naturals, Wee 

ſay the Generous ſhould be bur Medveriter Dotus: 


Enced not inſiſt ypon the perſwaſion, wee haue too 
| many 


# 


Wine wmclyta no- 
maine truncus 
exhibuit, 


h 


Fone materna 
cura ſe prouexit 
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many of [evenals painted blockes in the way of Lear- 
ning, that neuer meaneto come neerer, Soas I ma 
anſwere, as an »Mheniax realoned, what the _ 
ſhould be why there was ſuch an ebbe of good wits in 
Athens : becauſe (faith he )they run iaro the Sub-vrbs, 
and dwell with Lax. : 

The beſt and ripeſt wits are moſt ſubie& to corrup- 
ting, concording well with the natiue deprauation of 
theſe times, where Hedear Rule is made an Axiome, 
cuery one With Zincirs leeing the beſt, bur with blinde 
Baiard, depriued of the eye of their eleion, 

Too much of them : our Treatiſe requires a better 
ſubicR, then ſuch Raines to their Countries fame, and 
priſtine honour, making her complaine,as Romedid in 
time of old : Eone vor produx1, &c. Is this the fruit of | 
my lovg labour,the freight ofmy race,and the reward 
of my motherly loue, to bring you vp, and then (like 


Vipers) to ſting me that hath nouriſhed you ? Well 


then, my bleſſings mult bee turned of neceſſicy vynto 
execrations : andthat breaſt whichfirſt nouriſhed you 
with the milke of comfort, muſt be the very ſepulcher 
to interre you that buried my honour, 

Thus did Rome hollow out her complaint againſt 
her ill-nurtured ifſue,and no lefſe cauſe Albion againſt 
her vndiſciplnedrace,that ſeeme as if they were, Fra- 
ges conſamere Nats. 

But to proceede in our diſcourſe: Hiſtories of this 
Nature,are very needful for profeſſors of Phiſicke: for 
how ſhold they conceiue the true Art of copolition,if 
the ſimples wherofthe compounds are made, & their 
yertues be not perfetly knowne vnto them? Braſena 
lus,d: examme berbarum, exemplifies . this diſcourſe 
more fully, I willreferce them to that place, net en- 
tertaining that ſubie& which is bur ſuperficially tra- 
duced to me; andI haue alwayes made that obſeruance 
{in way of axiame )to all my readings, which Sai 
in bis booke, De Simplicib. Medicament, innoyneah , 

7p himlelfe: 
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himſelfe: What Art ſoeuer a man knoweth,let him on- 

ly exerciſe and yſe it : For otherwiſe he ſhall but de- 

ſcry his owne Ignorance, as I hauc noted in ſome : 

2 03 cum neſcire piguit, mentirs non pigebat, An odious 

{candall to a generous-minded'Scholler, to write that 

which he 1s ignorant of himſelfe; Leſſe aſhamedro 

lye, then ts be defeQtiue in knowledge, But eſpecial. 

ly ſome we haue ofthis ſort, rhat lie vpon their know. 

ledge: Some (as in Traians fabling Age) write Arts of 
Horſemanſhip, that neuer rode otherwiſe then efpe« 

filazs with his children, on Cocke-horſe. Others can 

exaQly preſcribe times for planting, ſowing, reaping, \ 

and the l1ke; playing the good Husband-man (1 pray 

you marke him) that neuer read UVirgils Bucolickes: 

Theſe are vſurping wits, preſuming on be affable cen- 

ſures of theſe depraued times, Ignorance can Apolo- 

gize herſelfe: for what writer now a dayes weares not 

that livery ? 

To our Hiſtory : Theſe naturall diſcourſes of the 

qualities of Beaſts, Birds, Serpents, and other Crea- 

rures, be likewiſe eſpecially needfull for Diuines : they 

may amply dilate vpon the admirable workes of their 

Creator, bythe ſuruey of his Creatures, For euen all :ylemes 9+ 
Birds and Beaſts (if exactly APs 6: ſhew the in- Birds, 

finite power of the Almighty ; not onely in creating, The comem- | 
but infuſing ſuch djuerſly-affc&ed natures and diſpoſ's ape of the 
tions in them, The witty Emblemartilt alſo draires his eo aw = 
pretty inuentions from theſe reſemblances; portray- ration in vs to- 
ing the creature, and annexitlg his deuiceto the Por- ward our Crc- 
[ray. ator. 
' Nay, they are very motiue perſwalions tothe ac- 
knowledging of our owne weakeneſle and infirmity : 
ſpurres to thankfulneſſe, as that excellent Embleine 
where a Larke was pearched, with theſc verſes : 


Cantat Alauda Deolaudes gratiſima ſummo, Vid. Sb Scum 
Hint nos gr atos gratalaceſcit aus. & Alciat, 
Engliſhed thus, 


H The 


The &diftin& 
narures of 
beaſts exprel-. 
fed. 
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T heearly Larke her gratefull minde diſþlaies, 
Diſcanting morne by morne her Makers praiſe: 
Whence ſhe doth taxe ſuch as unthankefull be, 

That haue more cauſe, yet gine leſſe thankes then ſhe. 


We hane many ſuch witty Emblemes, well befic- 
ting the moſt Chriſtian vnderſtanding to contemplate; 
drawing the inſcrutable wiſedome of God from the 
excellency of his Creatures: the diverſe formes where. 
of generally varyiny, their different natures in ferv 
things concurring, and their continuance ſo mainly 
diſcording, ,may miniſter to the greareft Atheiſt, no 
lefle cot1'e of admiration, then cauſe of cxecration of 
his irreligious and damnable opinion, 

Here the- Hyene (as Plinie relates) can imitate the 
voyce of any man, and that ſo neerely, as his voyce 
can hardly be diſtinguiſhed from the voyce of him he 
imirateth, taking his denomination from the Greekes, 
according to his naturall rapine. 

There the Fiber, or Bewer (by what inſtin& humane 
wiſedome could never reach to) roſatisfic his couc- 
ous purſuer, bites off his owne ſtones, being the price 
(he knowes) for which he is purſued. 

Here ſee the diſſembling Sphinx, able to perſonate 
any paſſton,etther of toy or ſorow. There the wonder- 
full Nature of the Rhynocerss : the Lyoulo naturally va- 
liant, 8s not to be daunted ; yet behold the filly Cocke 
can make him tremble. Then reprefentto your gene. 
rous reading, the naturall enmity berwixe the Horſe 
and the Beare, the Wolfe and the Lyon, the Fox and the 
Badger; (ſuch a native diſagreeing remaines amon 
theſe beaſts, as their hatred is implacable, euer purſu- 
ing their enemy with an inueterate hate: foran enmity 

ingrafred by nature, cannot be ſuppreſſed by lefle then 
nature, | 

Many conflits were inftitured in Rome (at ſolemni- 
zation of any feftiuall,or in remembrance of ſyme me- 

| morable 
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morable exploite atchicued) betwixt Beaſts : whence 
the Romaner gathered great knowledge, ſeeing the re- 
miſneſſe of ſome natures, and the eagerneſle of others, 
Some of an vnquailed ſpirit, yet in ſtrength vnable to 
maintainetheir ſpirit : others (like our vnweldy Epi- 
cures) finowy and fleſhy enough, have Rrevgth ar 
will, but defe& of courage ſo curbes them, as the 0. 
uer-flow of ability waines in the riſing; notdaring to 
encounter with one of leſle ſtrength, but more vi- 
Vacity. 

When Fabins Maxinm went in Embaſſage to Pyy. 
rh:zs, Prince of Epyre,with whom (at thattime) the Ro- 
manes had warre : he denounced open hoſtility againſt 
him and his terricorics, for not performing ſome con- 
ditions included inthe league, Pyrrbu to terrific Fa- 
birs, commanded his Guard to place an Elephant be. 
hinde the Arras, that at their next parly, Fabins ſeeing 
ſo terrible a beaft, might of his owne accord ſolicite 
peace, But Fahis (though one at that time vnac- 

uainted with ſuch (ights,forneuer were any Elephants 
then ſeene in Rowe) hearing him ſend out his hollow 
voyce, replied: The ſoundof a Roman Ram will be more 
terrible then the voice of an Epyrian Elephant, But theſe 

reweafterward to publicke ſpeQacles : ſo as in any 
Triumph of ſome viftorious, or puiſfant Captaine, 
there were many! Elephants, Ounces, Panthers, Tyeers, 
andother ſauadge beaſtsſlaine, offering them (in tri- 
umphant manner) tothe Temple of the Goddeſſe Ys- 
Ctoria, 

Varrs, a Romane Peecre, one to whom the Romane 
rongue was much indebted, did illuſtratethe Annals 
of Rome with their ceremoniall triumphs; ſhewing al» 


Wide Lucium 
Flor,imm 1 lib.do 
Sab.Be'l. & po- 
ſtea de bells Ta- 
rent,.cap 18: 


Si multo ſangui- 


ſo whatbeaſts were wontto be ſacrificed rothe Gods, ne vifcriam ob- 


and for what cauſethar inſtitution was obſerued z"If 
the viRory (ſaith he) was purchaſed with theloffſe of 


bloud, they vſcd to ſacrifice to Mars, a Cocke; bur if 


without bloud,they offered an Oxe, 


We --- Theſe 


ticuiſſent, Gal- 
lum : þ abſque 
anguine,Bouem 
Marti 1mmla- 


rent. &6. 
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Theſe natvrall deſcriptions of beaſts are very Ge- 
| lighefull ro the generous Reader; they are very fe 
| for illuſtraing any Subiet; making compariſon 
berwixt the Natures of Beaſts, Birds, or Planes, 
and other materiall {ubiects of our diſcourſe ; com- 
paring luſt, inceſt, and ſuchlaſcinious exorbitantes ro 
the Lipmng,repreſented by Terers,the rauiſher of Phy- 
| lomele: Interring by the Spider, arrogancy, or pride, 
|  thatdurſt compare with Pallac for preeminency, By 
the {ermorart, grating oppreſſion, ſencelefſſe and re- 
morcelefle of others mileries. Progne (ina Swal- 
lower habite) implying the ſwiftnefle of revenge to 
murder, 

Inthe Beaſts of the Forreſt this may likewiſe be 
obſcrued : the Lyon (a fierce beaſt) of an heroicke na- 
ture, contemning the deiefted ones,nor caring to feed 
on Cartion: He is of a Maieſticke diſpoſitiun, and 
hates to be vngratefull for the leaſt benefitesrecciued: 
If the Mouſe rid him of baſe ſeruitude, he will fnde 
time to requite her loue one way or other, This may 
repreſent the perſon of a King (for indeed he is the 
King of beaſts) who ſcornes to "triumph ouer the ſub. 
ic Qed, bur to yranniſe over the proud; 

ReſemÞblances' - The Elephant reſembles a man preſ(t downe with ho- 
in beaſts. nour; being once dovwne, he cannot riſe : he is like” 
ſome great man, who puffed vp with the proſperous: 
gales of his fortunes, can hiade no knees of legiance, 
or ſubmiſſionto either Prince or State ; his ioynts are 
infl-xible, andthe load of his honour inſupportable : 
once downe, impoſſible to riſc,but by ſome vn-vſuall 
' Occurrent. 

The elf, (a State-gormandizer) preyes ypon the 
innocent, ſuckes the bloud of the Orphane, ipopaires 
others meanes to enlarge his owne :- cruelty is the ha- 
billiment he beſt liketh, making the ſtate a wilde For- 
relt for euery Sauage toliue in, bura ſhambles forthe 


poore filly Lambkinto ſufferin. | 
The 
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The Goate, your wanton and ſenſuall Amorift, that 
Shippes here and there, in euery brake of vaniry,rill ſo 
entwined, as the ſale of his reputation makeshim be 
fora good Name : burthe Eyes of Generall Obſer- 
vanceare not ſo dazcled, they haue ſcene his Heart, 
and regiſtred his follies. ; 
The B8-are, one that portends by his Birth, whar he 77,0 ranguau 
will be: an vnhandſomepeece of fleſh;one that needs 0r/as. 
licking before he be brought to faſhion: Heeres Na- 
rurcs deformity, charraQring by the fouleneſle of the 
body, the filthinefſe of his diſpofition; Tyrants we 
-hauc had of this reſemblance, who came the wrong 
way into the world , but to intimate what wrongs 
they would do vnto the world. But now of tamer 
Creatures. ; 
The Lambe cannot drinke of atroubled Spring,no®*9crall pro. 
more can Innocence, rr felony. 
: ing ſcuerall 
The Hare cuer {lcepes with open ezes: ſo doth good,.,1;,,, 
Prouidence, | | | 
The (ory is fruitfull and fearefull : So is Nuprtiall 
Chaſtity. 
The Emmet is in Summer ever fore-ſecing a Win- 
ter: Such is good Huſbandry. 
Shall we proceede in Birds likewiſe, and examine 
their Natures? $i bop 
The Turtle for Conſtancy:The Crane for Vigilancy: 
The Robin expreſſeth his loue to Man: the Nszhtingal/ 
to women : None more induſtrious then the Larke, 
more laborious then the Wren : more odious to her 
ſelfe, andothers, then the {uczow: More Heroicke 
then the Exgl:,more Baſe then the Bus <ad? - 
They obſerue what ſecret inſtincts giuten to cer- 
taine Birgs, ro prognoſticatethe euents of things, 
The {row a fore-teller of what weather will come 
to paſſe. The H4/;ion or Seamew remarkeable'in pre- Vid. Aur, Vit, 
diction of Rormes, and the Swall2w, Crave, and ma- 
ny others, exact obſeruers of Seaſons, 
| H 3: Others. 
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Other Birds there be that haue more Humane fee- 
ling: Ply reports that there be certaine Birds which 
howle excedingly at the Ecclipſe of the Sunne; as if 
naturally moued by ſom (by ſome miraculous influ- 
ence or inftintfrom neaven) ro ſuffer with a Diuine 
Body, fo extremely ſuffering: Letvs deſcend to 
Wormes, Serpents, and Creeping things, we ſhall ſee 
11 them chſtin& Qualities alſo, 

Natures of The Serpent Pareas,creepeth'on his Taile,and with 


Serpents, and the ſharpeneſle of his belly makes a furrow vpon the 
of Pagan adc- pround where he crawleth, 

4 $I Strange things be reported of the Serpent Seraphr, 
ne ic adored by the e/Zgyptiens a3 a God : Some feeding vp= 
yee the Glt- _— | 

-ourſe of 4/72, 00 1aW fleſh, intimating their rauenous Natures: 
and Affricke , Others on fiſh (as divers Serpents) living vpon the 
entituled : The Banke of the River N14: Others on Plants, and the 
Far4el! of Fa- fryit of Trees, which Plants expreſſeth by the Vine- 


ſhions.. 
In Aulular. fretter. 


CHMatura Vt folia Inuoluolus carp, 

But other creeping Creatures there be very be- 
neficiall to Humane Society.' The S#lke-worme, whoſe 
labours make our Silken-Gallants. To that exceſſe 
are we come, as our brauery muſt be maintained, by 

<ce!l. de coy. She diligence of the fimpleſt creatures, cloathing our 


tempt. Mundi, felues with the very Bowels of Wormes ; Wonder- | 


Simelz ſolatia ftullis their Generation. ' 
ſmgulsmalis00- The cAdder in her ſclfe obnoxius and hurtfull, yet 
Want'a prepa- : 

Yauit dew, Au. DE calts her $kin-(to expreſle ber good meaning to 
guſt, man) an excellent cure to many diſeaies, . 


The poore Worme, of her ſelfe, neither greatly 
harmefull nor profitable , onely (by a Synonomy bee 
twixt Man and Her) ſheis the beſt Mirronr of Hu. 
many Glory, an Emblemeof our Morrallity': andan 
1mportunate Gueſt that will come to banquet on our 
bodies, though not inuiced : Shee is called Vermss 


(quaſi inermis ) (hee can but turne againe, that's all the 
defenfiue, or offenfine weapon thefath ready, 


Theſe 
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Theſe filly contemptible Creatures be cſpeciall The worme a 
Motiuestoa good Man, of Thankefulnefle:the cxam. Motiue of 
ple we reade in that deuoute Father eAnſelme, who Las rmong ns 
walking on day in: his Garden, and ſecing a poore Chis ra 
worme crawling vnder his feete, preſently applyed humane frail- 
this Chriflian-hke vſeto himſelfe, tY. 

O Lor4, thou mihtft hanc made mee like this Worme, 
contemptible and baſe, to line in the holes and canernes of the 
earth; But ſuch wat thy mercy,as thou woulleſt not beſtow | 
ing on we thine owne Image, that thy {imilitude might bee 
glorified in mee: A comtortable Medication of a zca- 
lous Father, and worthy our obſcruation, 

We will now diſcourſe of the skaly fiſhes in their Diverſities of 
kind, thatthe'Maiefty and Power of God+(by giuing Natures in Fi- 
ſuch 8iuerfiry of Natures to Fiſhes) may appeare in {<5 
the Depths, as before it was manifelily expreſſed: vp- 
on theearth, and all dry places : Here'isa tyrannicke 
powereuen inthe Ocean, and anabſqlute gauerne- 
ment withour reftraint of power:: Here is a Muſicall 
concordancy likewiſeza Diapaſoh of Sca-inhabitapes. 

The Dolphine playing a ſoft- ftraine reſembling. a 1414 vide Pli, 
meane: the Stargeon (ſwimming againſt the; Screame) nium quam te- 
ſharpens her Note, more neere a Treble :' the, /ul#a 74cm piſcem * 
ſmoth Counter-tenor, and the rawling Porpoiſe the 11*,0c- 
Baſe.” | | 

Here is grear/enmity likewiſe for-predominancy? Comention a- 
And that amongſt the greateſt , .the-Oroke with the mongſt Vithes. 
Whale: The Cmuttell with the Thorne-backe ; the Seq- 
horſe with the Sea-urchine : Many rare vertues in lietle 
Creatures: With what ſtrangentfle the. Rgmora (a fiſh 
of ſinall bigneſſe) holds a Ship, when in her full Sale? 

How wonderfully the Torpeds deliuers her-lelfe , be- 
ing taken by the vnhappy Fiſher? Dilgorging. her 
owne bowels, to ſtupefic the Taker , with an vacoth 

amazement, pct 
The eAMeipemſer, or which Pliny cals ,, Sacer piſcis, 
feeds on nothing but mans fleſh, implying a caugatio 
man: 


- 


the Study of 
kings 1n 

Plants, Herbs, 
and Fruits, &c, 
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man: that hauing fo many enemies euen in Earth, and 
not free from them in the Depths, ſhould not ſpend 
his time inſecurity , but prevent the enmity of all 
crearures by a dilligent and vigilant care to himſelfe. 
Long could I protract this diſcouric, but two tnteri- 
all parts of this Relation with hold me from inſiſting 
longer:The firlt whereof firſt offering themlelues, be 
Plants and Vegetatiuc Bodies, 

The wiſcſt of all Kings was much conuerſant in 
theſe Studies, knowing cuery Trec,cuery hearbe, and 
cuery flower: eA Cedro Libanon v/q, ad Hyſopum [ſupra 

arietem : Anexcellent commendations ina Ring;nor 
addifting his minde' to other things then the pur- 


chaſe of Knowledge, cuen in inferiour things: that 


To what. cſpe- 
ciall re{cm- 
blance theic 
Trecs bce ac- 
c<nmodatc. 


a generallity of knowing, night make him worthy of 
gouerning. FT 

Probusthe Romane Emperour, who ſucceeded Flo- 
rian in the Empire, was much addicted to Planting, 
and diſtinguiſhing the natures of Flowers, the yer- 
tues of Plants, with proper obſcruances accommo- 
dared for theknowledge of all ſeaſons , apt for oref- 
ting, Stilling and the like:Planting the Mountaine A/- 
rus icited neere Syrmines, and the Mount eAwrenin 
AMefiathe Higher, with Vines,, 

The like we reade of Galeri:s Maximinus , Surna- 
med »frmentarius, and many others of the Romanes, 
whoſe diligence was much employed in ſuch pleaſant 
aftaires. 

Reſemblances intheſe yegetatine Bodies, requires 
obſcruance; To ſee the Vime like a fruitfull mother 
ot many faire thildren, ſendivg out her ripened clu- 
ſters, faire bloſſoming Sprigges, and infinite (tore of 
pretty Slippes, imitating their Mothers fruicfulneſle, 
and bending with her owne Burden, as not able to 
ſupport herlelſe without ſome lay or vp-holder: The 
pittifull E/me ſtrercnetly her armes outro bearc her 


yp, in pure compaſſion moued to helpe her, thatin 
her 
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herſclfe and ftuitefull Iſue, was ſo helpefull vnto 
others. 

The Vine ſeemes ſometime to weepe(for teares in- 
deed ſhe ſheds) as if in Throwes and paine of her la« 
bour: Theſe teares diſtilling fromthe Vine cure the Plinivs, 
Leproſy : So as ſhe ſeemes both Fruitfull and Soue. 
raigne, yeelding no lefſe comfort in her teares, then 
verdurein her ſpraies. 

Many of theſe teare-ſhedding Trees there be, as Teare.heg. 
the Mrrh, dropping Amber, and the Roſined Fyrrh: ding Trces, 
Theſe by allufion may ſeemeto commiſerate our va- 
happy ſtates ſubieRed ro miriads of anxieties , by 
the taſte of one Tree, Whoſe diſmall fruite made vs 
wretched. | 

Some Trees we haue for harbour and Shadow one. 
iy, reſembling our difſembling Profeſſours,whoſe ex- 
ternall appearance makes great ſhow of a fruiteful! 
inſide, when nothing, ſauc a meere naked pretence of 


Piety, remaines in them, 
Others for fruit, without any tore of bloſſomes, 


and ſuch be they as defire rather tobe good, then ſo 
accompted, 

\ Some Trees pine ny as if ſurpriſed with an gry amy; 
amorous paſhon,exempli ed inthe Box:Others ſhew languere Grmili- 
by their freſhneſſe, ro whom they are conſecrate, as "4 viſaeft, pa!. 


the Myrtle. lor inceſt ili pat. 
, lit &* Omni a- 


Some looſe nottheir colour in Winter, likethepa-,,,,. Fromly 
tient man, who beleagred with the worlt of fortunes 
oppoſitions, never changerth countenance for the 
matter: bue like that Venetsan Motto writ in Triumph: 

Nec fluils nec flatu monernr. 

Others notſubic& to any hurt by Thunder, as the 

Baves : reſemble the ſincere Conſcience, not diſ- 


comfited with any afſault, or diſmaied with any 


terrour. | | 
Sweete Odours, Flowers, and all other Beauties 


rowed vpon this Arteficiall Carper garniſh the carth, 
I 


——— An neem 
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A reſemblance as the internal! vertnes inhabiting the minde do the 
of Oduuts, Squle: This diſcourſe more concerning the Hearbifi, 
/þ <7 may then Hiſtorian, makes me more briefe 1n the handling 

ties to the in- Bereof, | 
ward Graces For Stones, and all kinds of Minerals, itis a know- 
& Ornaments ledge worthy Gentlemen :. wherein ] ney likewiſe 
»— ena mn comprehend the ancient knowledge of Coines, in 
— what Emperours time, and their ſeuerall inſcriptions. 
tulium Ceſrrem Wereade how Iuling (ſar came into Brittany in 
ſpe Margarita- hope to finde Pearles; though Calgals's trafficke ſee- 
rum, Britannt- med lefle worthy, commanding his Souldiers to ga- 

am pet'lee ther Cockle: ſhels, - 
It is a very generous quality, (and ſometimes hee 
ſhall be put to his iudgement) co diſtinguiſh rightly 
; | andcxaQly of Saphires, Emraudes, Diamonds, &c, 
+ - This requires exa indgement, Juſtres may be giuen 
Glaſle, as well as Diamond : AdulterateGetnmes, 
paſſe current with our Nouice : The Siluer-Smiths of 
. © Fpheſn have infiruRed this age ſufhciently, and fraud , 
mult be incorporate to euery Profeſſion, 

If theſe Gemmes, I talke of, were ornaments of 


þ< the minde, I ſhould defire longer to inſiſt ypon them: 


bur being (as theſe times vſe them) rather foments to 

enſnare andentrappe, then attratiue moriues, accor- 

dirg tott.cir Natiue Properties, being ordaincd as re- 
| ſemblances of vertues : Twill not dilate of their va- 
lewes, onely of their power, more pertinent comy 
Diſcourſe,and better according'with my knowledge, 
whoe/fchylm-like, have long time drawne water 
out of anothers Ceſterne, bur neuer filled mine owne 
Bucket, 

Many excellent vertues of Stones, deth Pliny in 
Stones deſcri- his Naturgfl Hiſtory fet downe ynto vs: As ſome hauc 
bed, power tofruſtrate the effe of poyton : Others very 

powerfull againſt the operations of Magicke Spels, 
With-craft, and the like: But as a Iudicious Commen- 
tary writes of him: Cala ſcribit, qua mebereule vera 


now « 


1] he veriues of 


| 
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non exiſitmanda fant : Yet to ftandin ſuſpence with vs 
(forthe reucrence of ſuch alearned Authour) becauſe 
thcireffes haue not bene as yet tried of ys, 

Many things (I confefle) ſceme by all probability 
like the cAmalga, to haue more Moone then Sunne in 
them : But the experiments which we hauc in ſome, 
makes vs more credulous in others, 

The Diamond (whoſe CharaCter is not to be razed) 


The. patient 
man like the 
reſembles the pure Impreſſions of vertue we have re- $,,e Gallaſin; 


cciued,and which is traduced to vs by the intelleAtuall Hard as the 
eye of the ſoule, which in no caſe ſhould be razed or Piamond, cold- 


aboliſhedin vs, butrto be augmented with a greater ___ tO 
Cnrcea,. 


encreaſe of yertues: It reſembles alſo the truely Cha- 5. 1. <.ne 
ritable man, thatto do good ro others, impaires his qmazantus, 
owne fortunes: For the beft Motto that eyer was made encconfire wil 
of the Diamond was this: Dum formo,mingo, neucr go out. 
The tone Ifithrex (faith Phny) is of a perfeRt co- 
lour, till oppoſed to the Sunne, and then it looſeth Strange effedts 
his colour: Italludethto many of our painted Sepul. 13 Stones. 
chers, our She-puppers : None more cleere, or amia- 
bly-coloured then they, till che Sun glitter on them, 
and their ſlightly laid on varmiſh, preſently then 
difſolucth: Qzautum mutatur 4b [{la: Truc Sedoms Ap- 
ples, no ſoonertouched, then to duſtand corruption 
eurned. 
Topaz, her oppoſite(in Natiue vertue)ſhineth moft 
in the thickeſt darkenefle : The very Idea of Vertue 
her ſelfe: The Clouds cannot interpoſe themſelues be- 
ewixt her, and her Natiue luftre : The G/o-worme pli- Alluſions of 
ters not more by night, then it doth in obſcurity : A certains | 
pretious Stone fitteft for theſe times, and an orna. 250ncs to ih 
ment wel-beſeeming the greateſt Perſonage : For the ternal graces: 
Cloude of Errour ſhould not be able ro obſcure 
theic thoughts, cuer bendirig their courſe tothe mark 
of honour. 
To recount the yertues of all , were a ſuperfluous 
taske, for ſo ſhould Imake a ColleRion meerely of | 
I 3 what 
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what hath beene wrirten before, I onely ſet downe 
with my ſelfe, to extrat the ſpecialleſt, and to make 
reſemblances of them with the Natiue proportions 
'of ſuch things as are moſt viuall obieets ro our our- 
ward fences, IT will briefly couch the admirable 
deuices of Minerals, and ſoproceede to my intended 
| Diicomt-, 

Of Minerals, Mines the lower laid, the better: inthem we dil- 
|  bowell (as it were) Nature of ner hidden Treaſures; 
yertherarth,like a kinde and bountifull Mother , wil- 
lingely vorips her ovine breaſt, to enrich her children, 
the diners veines, and cordons which wee find there, 
| like hidden or concealed (treames, hauing filled yp 
".. their Treafure-channels (becauſe ſo long time vn- 
emptied) miniſter. ſtore of all Mertals vnto their 

Digger. 

C:/ar inhis Commentaries, ſeemes greatly to haue 
delighted herein, having fo quickely found out.wirh 
what forts of Metrals, theſe Brirtaime-coaſts molt 
aboundaed:. Some we haue of theſe Mineralifts that by 
the ſupcifices of the earth, can iudge, what kinde of 
Mettail beſt agrees with that Soile; and-withour vicr- 
cing the ground (canpretrily well) preſagethe cuent 
of their labour : Their Studies deferue cheriſhing, 
being crounded on honeſt foundations, and fuci as 
have much bevrefited their Countrey by their indu- 
(try. 

The North-part in their Copper-workes moſt la- 
The northpart hbgyrious , merite their ſhare of commendcations; 

- arte ary both profiting themſelues', and yeelding an atnp:ec 
by their labor £2ine to the Kings Reuenewes our of - their ladours, 
and induſtry} The molt pretious Mines haue beene euer found out 
yeeldingno in Regions leaſt inhabited, and where the Inhabitants 
_ benctite cguld make little or novſe of fo;large a bounty of 
pt ent cor” Naruve, as to this day among the /udians, men that 

| P57 would exchange their preciouleſt things for trifles: 
like e£/o3s Cocke , preferring a —_—— 
| eforc 


. 
—  — —_  _— 
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before a pearle. 

Yet in theſe labours (in themſelues praiſe-worthy ) 
I altogether diſalow tuch (of which our reading mis 
niſters too many examples) that have digged the Se- 
pulchres of the dead, to finde ſome hidden treaſure 
buried with them. A ſharpe law was enacted (for this 
end) amongſt the «/£gyprzans, (which nation vſed toin- 
terre their chiefclt Iewels with the dead party ) that 
whoſoeucr ſhould violate the ſacred rites of the dead, 


by digging vp their Treaſures incheſted with them, 
ſhould be buried quicke, 


A pretty [tory to this purpoſe is recorded of Semy- A pretty hi. 
rams, that valiant Queene of gAſſria, who before her {198 tor a wi- 


death, commanded that a faire Monument ſhould be ſer, 
ereed ouer her, vpon which ſhould be ingrauen this 
Inſcription : hoſoener ſhall digge vp this ſtone, let him 
but looke under it,and he ſhall finde an infinite maſſe of trea- 
fare. Cyrus hauing conquered that people, chanced 
to come where that curious monument was erected ; 
and ſeing this Inſcription vpon it, preſently comman- 
ded the (tone to be taken vp, which being done accor.- 
dingly, he found no treaſure, but this caution of ber- 
tervalue then alltrealures: None but Fooles and Mis- 
{ers,would digge wp the bones of the dead. Areward well 
fitting the miſerable deſtre of an inſatiate minde, 

I might annexe to this Diſcourſe, the excellent ſtu- 
dy of Antiqunies, and fpcake in parc ofthem, Bur 
our coaſtis freighted with ſuch elaborace Antiqua- 
ries, as the digreſſion might ſeeme lefſe neceſlary : 
through all the body of chis diſcourſe (including Phy 
ficall Relations) 1 haue but ſhadowed the chiefeſt, 
without intention to entreate of cuery particular, v- 
fins Valerina Maximu words : Vnts omnis aus geſts 
modico voluminum numero comprehenderit? 1 will def- 
ceiid ro Moxt Hiſtories, which was the laſt branch of 


my diuifion, 


Axe Hiſtories are compoſed, or compounded of Mixt Hiftorics: 


I 3 all 
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all choſe three,of which we have ſufficiently entreated 
before; Variety of ſubiefts beſt agree with the frame 
of thele writings : they expreſle tothe quicke, not on= 
ly what was done diſcurfiuely, but what ſhould have 
beene done morally,and deriving theeuent from pro- 
Mixe Hiſtorics bable cauſes, arifiny from nature, they conclude their 
compoſed of diſcourſe,making it vniuerſall. Some haue ſtiled theſe 
all kind®s: Afſce/latee, becauſe a commixture of all affaires; the 
playing the Morall Phyloſopher as well as Hiſtorian : 
comprehend all which the other could any way ſcerye 
| tocntreate of; being the abridgement of all relations, 
and in themſclues lufficient roproduce incredible ef- 
fects: they require eſpeciall reading, ripe iudgement, 
and an aptdiſpoſition withall ro make their members, 
{o 8 hanging, vnite in one maine body, 

I approue of Sa/uſts opinion : Ex ys Negotys que 1n- 
genio exercentur, in primis magno v/u eft meanoria rerun 
geſtarnw. Yet of all thoſe Records, none inthemſ{clues 
more eminent, becauſe none more elaborate then 
mixt Hiſtories : they contract in one leafe (as it were) 
what a whole yolumne conld ſcarcely comprehend. 

Theſe require There mult be a generall knowledge in theſe diſcour- 
. agenerall ſes making a well-compoſed body of many ſcattered 
\p49ryRA be limbes, gathered from the reliques, or aſhes of their 
> _ hy deceaſed Authors, For as a -ood Limber will not ſee 
reſt. any blemiſh in his portraiture; bur {ere he hang ir out) 
will defire to make euery part and propertion ina 

kindeof correſpondency, to moue a moredeepe im- 
prefſion in the beholder : So ſhould there be an equal! 
correſpondency in theſe kinde of Hiſtories, letting no 
diſcourſe paſſe (if of conſequence) without a mixture 

of both Morall and Phyſicall reatons ; leſt one little 
blemiſh (one omiſhon of either) ſhould be a diſpar- 

| rage to the whole, Here eAntomedon-like, be ſhould 

, ſet out vertues table, making his life a globe of pre- 
cepts : There, like anexcellent Naturaliſt, he ſhould 
dilate yponthe natures of things, or probable reaſons 


/ (as 


Yi-N 
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(as I faid before) derived from Nature, The maiſter- 


peece (like the warpe 1n the web) is Difcourſe : for , 


theſe Burtrefſes, without a maine foundation, would 
ſoone decay, 

Wirs compared to Soiles : ſome naturally fruicfull, 
withour fotcing : others, withouc continuall labour 
and tillage, will bring forth nothing but tares (or the 
Husbandmans teares. ) Some fit for Barley, others for 


Whear,'Iares, orthe hike: and ſome moſt apt for Miſ- a: 
ſellane, So in wits, ſome naturally ripe & forward; o- 1.000004... 
> - L 


y * . 
Uhg ' L2 


thers require a more deliberate diſpatch:the one more of wits. 


. preſentgthe other more ſolid, Pregnant & ripe wits are 

not ſo good,they are like a Raſorkeene and ſharpe, bur 
his edge is ſoone rebated. One compared them, & nor 
wnfitly, to ſoft weod, ready to receiue any imprefſion 


from the Limber; but for warping, is vnable to keepe, 


and therefore nor fir for any worthy, or curious Por- 
traiture, Such wits are theſe, which be rather fic apt for 
invention, then iuditious {canning of any Authour: 
they can ihuent,berter then extract; and conſequent. 
Jy vnfic for theſe mixed Diſcourſes whereof we now 
enrreate, 

Exquifte labour is the producer of theſe Hiſtories ; 
which(for the moſtpart)is intolerableco your ſharpelt 
wits; being rather for the preſent,then any ſerious de- 
liberation. 

Salaſt in his [nnarthine Warre, includes 4 prerty 


commizture of Hiſtories; as if he had intended to Example of 
make a preſident for relations of this kinde, where he Pix: hiſtories. 


brings in Adtcipſa vpon his death-beq}, ſpeaking ro his 
ſonnes : Equidem ego regnum vobt tyado firmum: $i bont 
eritis, fin mals itmbecillam, Wher ein He fo lively cha- 
raRers the ſtate of Princes, andthe morall inftrution 
ofa Father dying, to his Clyjldren, with the ſeucrall 
natures and CN r_N Cf chem; rhat it feemes hee 

urpoſed ro inftance tis kinde of writing in ſo'ex- 
cellent a ſubet, Her « he hewes diſffimulation in a 


Prince, 


% 


Mixet Hiſtories 
moſt truirfn)l, 


_— 


£ 


Cauſcs prece- 
dent directors 
co the cuents, 
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Prince, euen at his end : there an ynworthy plot of an 
adopted ſonne, ſeeking to reigne by indire& meanes, 
Here Micipſa exhorts them; with,colite talem hunc virg, 
imitamini virtutem, Yet he intimates withall, his feare 
of aſpiring, ſeeing his nature ſo boundlefſe, There he 
deſcribes the icalous doubts, andperplexed windings 
of Aaberball; there the drooping (pirit of Hyemp/all , 
and the royall diſpofition of Iwgwrth: ſoas by reading 
their diuers natures, one might conieQture for whom 
the'gouernment of Numidia was reſcrued, 

Theſe Hiſtories are meft fruitfull, they draw both 
attention, and chey comprehend in them great plenty 
of inſtruction, Attention by their variety, inſtruQion 
by their morality; including a periwafiue kinde of 
writing in the one, and a delightfull:proceeding, or 


' continuance in the other, 


Some Hiſtorians in this kinde,and not vnfitly, lay o- 
pen the cauſes ofdecayes in Citties, Empires,and Go- 
uernments : as Rome: fall proceeding from her Popes 
pride, Babylensifrom her ryot, the CAHeaer from her 
ſecurity, the Tyrians fromtheir ſumptuouſneſle in ap- 
parrel; the Chriſtians (in Eaſterne parts) moreto their 
ſhame, and our grictc, from their ciuill diſlention a- 
mong themſclues, | | 

Tius haue the louriſhingeſt Common-weales fal. 
len to deſolation, and &r1ſ[olution, their higheſt ſpires 
rvinate, their Temples, wichtheir places, of prophane 
adoration, defaced ; nothing remaining to boalt of, 
ſaue that they once were happy,once victorious, Yea 
Iugurth him{clfe ſeemes to expreſie the cauſe of Remes 
ruine; ſhewing how ſubie& they were (cuen the pur- 
ple Fathers, the reuerent Benchers) to take bribes, 
& receiue oyntments, which would cloſe their mouth 
for ſpeaking in the Common-weales behalfe, For 
when he was complained of, vato the Senate, for the 
murder of Hyempſall: and the Senate hauing theo go- 


yernment. ouer Numidia in chiefe ; which Realme (as 
others) 
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ochers) was tributary to them,commanded-fugwrth co 
appeare before them vpon ſuch a day; fully reſolued 
ro puniſh his inſolencies. He ſo wrought by rewards, 
astheir cenſure was not onely mittigated , but (as the 
Hiftorian records) 7 ant« commut 149 inceſſit ot ex maxe 
ma inuidia in gratianm & fanoren noblitatis Iugur.venirer, 
A ſtrange Metamorphoſis, when ſtates were ſo ſoone” 


changed, which portended a ſudden change of their 
gouernment, falling from ſo great glory, and emi- 
nence, te ctcrnall obleiuricy; nid, by 
Many Hiſtories oftheſe natures there be,which dee 
end ypon aptalluſiens,cqually mixc with Diſcurſiue, 


Diſtia&t pro- - 
prietics in all 


Morall, and Phyficall :Diſcurfiue codelight and cricke Hiftorice, 


on the appetite, by a ſweet yariety ; ſeeing the change 
of great ftates in a few leaues ;bcing a ſpeech mcerely 
decumentall,to beter our liues,teach vs what ſhould 
bedone, as well in priuateas publike, Phiſcall, inthe 
charaQer of ſcucrall natures, aptly accommodated to 


the ſubiet whereof we entreate, With wheat ig | 
cre Inclinations 


do we readc the diuers inchnations of Princes? 


a Catylme, doing little, and fpeaking much; there aJu- different in 
gurth, doing much, znd ſpeaking little, Here a 74. Princes, 


4p drunke, and in his drunkennefle raging agaun(t his 
foes: there aneAl/zxander,drunke too; butinhispaſſte 
on raging againſt his beſt frieods, Here a { «ſar, then 
whom, none ener Cid-more.good ro his followers: 
there a Nero, then yrhom, none more deſertlefſe to his 
followers. Here 2 working crafty wit,ftirring vp tri- 
fling rewards, tocontaine bim in ſuſpencezinftaaced 
in T5berius ; there an affable minde, ſet out in. three. 
barewords, one that could ncuer flatter ; ſpecified in 

Titus, l l | _— ; ; ar” N 
Theſe ſeuerall natures we may ſee,and marke what 
ſuccefle they had: ſome,the more thinking, the more 
not knowing what to thinke : yet co, 0bſeruerhe work 
of Heauen, ſeldome, or-neuer haue theſe {uſpitions 
heads cauſetoxeſty bur thomoere they ſuſpect,tpe-more 
; K motuves 
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motines they have toſuſpe: for this craft is alwayes 
L harefull, and procureth enemies ::ſubcill councels be- 
ing odious/ rato the world, and ſodiſ-fauoured of 
God, that theyare alwayez waited on, and attended 
Vertue ever WKh moſtynproſperous ends, We ſhall ſee in pro- 
attended with Phane Aorjes. a maine diuerſitie, even'in thedimpleſt 
a proſperous and ſhalloweſt vnderftandings, the fubriileſt ſrovſcs 
end. the meanes of their own decay ; as in Sejanus, who 11 
the epinion of his owne worth, prew'in time, Ferox 
| ſeelerss : Such aſpiring ſpiritsbe{for the moftpart) v - 
Policy her \, fed like Sponges, wet with»their fpoylevand extorti- 
owne Ufe4 ons, with which being a long time joaked, they are 
exempts” . athaſt cruſhed and condenma, chattheir long gathe» 
red wealth mightrerturne ro the Princes Coffers, 7ra- — 
ian viediro call the Treafury, or Exchequer (by way of 
comparifari)the Splewe becauſe it increaGing,brings to 
all che ovher parts apiniy s, uk 9 2 
* The fimple (or Innocently imagining Natiſt)comes 
ever to” an expeted end in his hopes; -asthey are 
| Not great, ſo not ſubie@ ro ſo great an Eccliple : 
/.- yea; 'the hbpes of theſe men attaine ſometimes 
'-— +: ends aboue expeftante:r Such was Helains Pertinax 
his ſucceſle, who (never aiming at the Title of Ewype- 
100 rowr,) was crowned when he was from thoughts of Ti- 
WT ' tuJary honour moſt ſequeſired + Ropwonanſy, ſuſcipien: 
1318 vſing kinde of withſtanding ere he would entertaine 
fo great a weight. And inal hiſtories,if we obſeruethe 
divers decurrents which befell men in great andemi- 
'neneplaces, we ſhall ſee ever the honeſteſtpurpoles 
Feconded with the IN - andchedifpropor- 
tio oftbe end 'cuer {ſorting with thediſcordance of 
the mince: for the intention is diſcuſſed by himrhat 
fayeth the'foundation; and (of all Empires indoſt ac 
his pleaſure)breathingeuer vponthe fincere purpoſes 
-df the good, and confounding the deepe.defignes(vp- 
i og) /Whatpfetence ſoeuvr groun thereuill,: | | 
; YC In MantHiftotier cavtheſcop reatehey ale) 
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is mixed part with profice, and part with.delight, -ro What ſubic& 


make the Diſcourſe ryore compleat : So 1h 
riouſnefſc of the ſubie exrA 2 kiade of /Maieſty to 
ic ; for impoſſible ic is, either with trimneſſe of words, 
propriety of aptly-anaexed,and duly-appliedſcarca + 
ces, or any other elegancy:whatſoecuer, to make a ſub- 
ic(oficſelfe light and frivolqus)bearerhe portray.of 
ſtate: For words (if well applyed) illuftraze; and adda 
a beauty, but not any way better the weight of the 
matter, | | SbuIKitob 5 | 

There be three things, which be; eſpecially required 
in. Hiſtories of chis. nature, to-makethemperteR;firkk 


| beſt concords 
theſes nixe fl: 


Three things 
neceflarily re- 
uired in bli- 


Truth, in fincerely relating, without having anything tories of this 
(a8 Tacits oblerneth) baufinm ex vans, toilted in| by nawre. 


on owne inuention, to ſmooth the paſlage of. out 
ory. | | e& 
Secondly, an explanation. in diſcouering, not, one» 
7 he ſequels efchings z:but alſo the cauſes and rea- 
ons drawing torbe concluſions. 

Thirdly,iudgement in diſtinguiſhing things by ape 
prouipg the beſt, and diſallowingthe contrary. 


_ Forthefirſt, Rories ſhould be true, or at Jeaſt re- Hiftories 
ſerable truth, betaute by ſo much, they are more plea» ſhould be true 


ſing, by how much they reſemble truth che neerer; and 
ſo much more gracefull, by how much mere probable 
and doubrfull : we haue many Hiſtories (cuen of this 
kinde) mixed, that comprehend in them nothing lefle 
then xpnch : yer- by their ſmooth carriage, and their 
proper, circumſtances. with ſuchaptneſſe drained and 
diſpoſed, they have been taken for truth, and regiftred 
amongſt workes of more ſerious conſequence, 

. Such were thoſe tholegs Fabmle(whereof we have 
in part ſpoken before) which comained in them many 
pitthy and graye| fancences, andworthy obſeruation 
in the excellemeſt Moral: theſe are fitly called by Tat 
hy, Mirrors of Mans life, Patternes of Manners, and I- 
mugerof truth, Their necre cor” EN of uurhare 
F | 3 £ 
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the reader more atrentiue, ſubieRing his eareto Di. 


courſes ptobvble, morerhen to things ſurpaſſing the 


bounds and 'limits of beliefe, as producing vnheard 
of mirecles (meere conceptions of the braine) pha- 
naticke Chyrneras : A Gyantimmured ina rocke, yer 
able topierceit through, wina whole Monarchy with 
his 6wne'fingle hands,/leada multitude of Kings cap - 
tives, and *returne home without 2 wownd, Here 
ſtrange Inchaunted Caſtles, Ladies and Knights de. 
tained in moſt baſe ſcruitude by an Airy Monſter : 
there admirable yifories purchaſed vpon incredible, 


...0ddes: 2ndto be belieued;jirpleaſerth the Painter ſoto 


deliniate their vertiues;!' © | 
Bur of theſe errovious ſtories there be ſome ob- 
ſerue no methode, planting-an eArcadie in a Brit- 


Abſurdiries it tanny : 35 if by ſome ſuper-natural accident there were 
Hiſtorians of a tranſplantation 'of Regions, or ſotne Earth-quake- 


CUI UMCc, 


in the Authots brsihe, whence this immane Colofle of 
an irregular Diſcourſe proceeded, Which ſtrange-re- 
preſentations be not vnlike to your Lanskip; where 
ypon the ſea, whatſocuer. we ſce,by land, ſeemes in 
our ſajle to go with vs : Evenfo dothefe vain} Hiftori.. 
ans make ſtrangeobieRs ynto ys,of places impoſſible, 
tranficing whole Countries ro. make an impoliſhed 

Nraine of paſtorall muficke- (one good Bell-weather 
would make as perfe&t harmony) ſound well in a 

Clownes eare.. \ 

To be ſhort, my opinion poſitively is this : Thar Hi- 
orien which can joyne profite witha modeſt delighe 
together in one body or frame of one vnited diſcourſe, 
grounding his tory: ypon an effentiall truth, deferues 
the firſt and principall place: and he, who (vpon a fai. 
ned-diſcomſe)can propertionit toulikenefſe oftruth, 
merits the n&xt, As for him-that (like one of Duke 
Humpbrezes Knights ) obſerues. neither meane nor 
meaſure, but gorge their own inſatiate appetites with 


full mefles of yneruths(wichour probability)fhould be 


dealt 


Pe 
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dealr withall , as that wandring /ralian Squire was 
vied, for his monſtrous lying: Toft ina Blanket, t1)] his 
erring ſpiritby ſuffumigations , or ſome ſuch like 
meanes, were canuaſed eut of him, 

Great blemiſhes theſe be to ſo reputed a Profeſſion, 
aiming neither atproficenor modeſt delighe, bur imi- 
cating your Mercenary Actors, ! ſpurt our ſome 6b2 
ſeene icaftto make a prophane Rogue applaud hitn: 
and ſure if the ſtrict doome, and cenſure, of banifh- 
ment, wereto be inflifted yponany kinde of lear- 
ning,rather ſhould. it be pronounced againſt ſuch as 
thel: they any, Fhe Pagans hatic abhorred them. and 
much more. od1ous fhiould they bee in a Chriſtian 
Commoen-wealth, where vertue ſhould bethe fcope 
of all our ations. | " | 

They ate like ſome Comeardies wee reade Bow 2 
daies; Thefirft Act whereof is jv e744 j' the next in 
eFfrica, the third ini Ewripu, ithe\ fourth 1 eArrerict: 
and if Prolommers'; or CMarcns Parlns had found our a 
ficſth part ef the world, no queſtion but it had beene 
repreſented on their yniuerſall Stage: Such as theſe 
ought to haue ſome diftinRt language , Urepiay, or 
fome other gruming rongne-eogroſſed'to themſclues: 

For they ſhould profice more, by being leſſe vnder- 

Rood, Much they ſpeake of valloor, and many ima. 

ginary Heroes are pitching their Pauillions; But I wilt 

take my leave: of them. with my French Prouerbe: 

Beauconp de bruit,e pes de fruitt; Much brite, bur little 

fruice: Batrels more fierce (by report) thensAlrahbors: 

That was but Kings, theirs Giants 7 and one of thoſe 

Giants as able to vanquiſhall choſe Kings,as for Ad#- 

{to carry his Bulbon his ſhoulders, = , 

For the ſecond 


: Fheir ſhould be ane xpl anation no Explanation 


diſcouery of the. cauſes., with a dire. and-gradualÞin diſcoucry of 
proceeding tothe ſequels> As thusy indefcription of cauſes. 

a ſolemne Iuſt, or Tournament, it is necefſaryfoy the 
Hiſtorian. to ſhaw: the cauſe why. ſuch ſolemwities 
v1rtbaon | K 3 were 


' 
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were inſlituted : Ido know many things there be in 
Diſcourſes, which may be as well implyed as iofer- 
ted; Bur in Feſtwuals, ſolemne Games, cuents of Duel- 
lors, orpublicke Trials : The cauſes forcing ſhould 
and ought to be as well deciphered, as the ends ſuc- 
ceeding: How ſhould we hauc knowne ef the. yniting 
of the Sabines with the Romanrer, or the occaſion of 
theit Marrying together , but by thoſe diflembled 
feaſts ordained by Kemal, tobring his purpoſe to 
-&c& : The circumſtances of which feaft ( are witha 
certaine concordancy) amongſt moſt of the Rowane 
Writers __ on, ſtanding (though witty tos nice 
preciſenefle) I confefle. vpon che place, occaſion, and 
houre of the day, with ſuch a lively Tranſcription, as 
if the Sabive Rape had bene commitered intheir time. 
The like we reade of the deflruRtion and vtter ſub- 
verſion of the Gabians, inthetime'of Tarquin Super» 
bus : The generall ynion ef Hiſtorians , about the 
time, place, arid eccafion, ſo concordantly iumping, 
as if all thoſe proceedings (as wellin the Stratagemes 
a concord in BY Tar quins Po ſonne , as the very Contents of 
circumſtances that Letter writ y the father to his ſonne,for the ma» 
amongſtkliſto- nagement of this exploite) had bene ſer downe by 
_ rigs, one pen, "It 
The like in that Combar, or bloudy Banquet rather - 
of Thomyris her eldeſt ſonne, and & Perſian (rm, 
with tuch natiue deſcriptions of every circumſtance; 
the Riuer eAraxs, the place of their paſſage, the rea- 
ſons which moued Thamyre to ſuffer their paſlage, 
and the yery plot where their Tents were pitchr, their 
dainty viands left forthe Scyrhian ſurffet, in what ſort 
[: prepared, & how inſatiably defired by the Scythian ar- 
th my, comming rather to fcaft then to fight: Ahd then 
their deteate , being there vanquiſhed, where they 
were muſt cenfident of yiRtory, 
In theſe explanations, the Reader ſhould not be 
delayed, or frultratedroo nuch ia his hopes , by vn- 


necefiary 
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neceſſary ambages: We ſhould ner trifle out the time 

in vaine' and impertinent repetitions, it cloies and ſa- 
tiares the appetite too much: not vnlike to your preat 

feaſts, reſeruing the choyceſt dainties for the end, 
when the appetites of the Gueſts are ſatisfied before 
rhey come: Iris a good frugall courſe,and includes an 
Otxcohtomicke pollicy, theirbeſt diſhes may bepre- 
ferued for another time: He that diſcouers euents and 
fequels without their precedent cauſes , is as one that 
would draw aRiver dey, withour knowing whence 
the *Spring is deriued : applying the tones of 
things, as't pleaſed the Erhmcker in ancienttime,' to 
reterre them to the arbitriment of Fortune; making 
ever this womaniſhargument: The event w45 /o,becauſe 
it was ſo; and it was (o becauſe fate would haut it (0: an{we- 
ring Ti##s opinion, Poteſtates fato dari ; But thefe 
which thus apply the courſe of all concluſions to for. 
eune, be as blind as Fortune : Nay, farre more; for 
though Fortune be blind, yer ſhe is not inuiſtble : Bur 
theſe men are not onely blind in the eye of common 
ſence, but inviſible in the compoſure of their owne 
Arguments; their Concluſions being as blind as them- 
ſclues, 

In making likewiſe our iudgement of Hiſtories, and 
conſiderately applying it to our preſent intereſts, we 
muft ſpecially regard the diſpoſitions of the Agents, - 
and dilligently remarke how they are affeQed in 
minde, this is the leaſt decetving ground of forming 
opinion : By the nature of the Agent, conieRurall. 
euentsqr reaſons'of events maybe drawne : As if an 

- ambivious man be”imployed . in Embaſſage ewret 
\ PrinceamdPrincegheisto be ſuſpeRted that his Treary 
will be lefſe happy, in chat his illimiced Paſſions 
-ofcimes; rather 2ag9ravare then allay cauſes of civill 
diſcord, Men of moderace' diſpoſitions}, purchaſe 
peticewith lefſe adoe, and more fuccefſcfuil; For Prin- 
ces'{ballancing theif-owne wrongs, 'to their appres 
ug | henfion 
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The Event henfion inſupportable) cannot endure brauingy, bue 
gathered by .xvill rather try the extreameſt of Fortune, then be yn. 
SITE cat” worthy of themſelues, by hearing and bearing 
 affronts with patience. 

The like we hauc obſerued in the ſucceſſe of war, 
a wiſe and experienc't Leader, to haue accempliſhed 
T.nti elſe exey. great matters with a handfull of men;and that Apho- 
titum quanti Tiſme to be very true: Better is an + Army of Harts with & 
imperatorem Lyon to their Leader, thin an Army of Lyons , hawing au 
LucFler, 1.10. Fart to their Leader : And coatrarywiſe the vahappy 
euents of moſt flouriſhing Empires, the miſerable 
{laughters of moſt puiflant Armies , by the vnaduiſed 
gouernement of their Agents, ortyranny of their 
Regents, whoſe improuidence made much peeple 
ynfortunate: To ſce Hanwball once a Conquerour,be- 
cauſe his hopes were not ſcared on indirect meanes, 
and by his owne traculent diſpoſition), eo become a 

prey ts the conquered, makeschis Aﬀertion good. . 
Many examples we haue of thelike, where rhe Na- 
ture of the Agentill affeKed, croſled nor onely the 
ſucceſſe of hopefull defignes, bur buried their Names 
in oblivion, of ſuch I ſpcake,as hauc bene interrefted 


Contempt of inthe like aduentures. 


Religion, the A$ ſometimes where the Agents haue bene neg- 
"cauſe of lectfull of Religion; depending more vpon their 


Realmes ſub- ogwne proper reſolutions, then the power of heauen 
verhon. direQing all humane affaires to their appointed 
ends : As wee may reade in that memorable 
This euen the diſaſter of the: Romaves at Canne , where the Conſull 
we +45 8% Varo , with a populous Army of experienc't 
: | Souldiers, was vtterly diſcomfited;and thar(as the Ro- 
mave Hiſtorians haue obſerued) becauſe of [ances 
wrath conceiued againſt Varro, for ereting (in deri- 
ſion of Jupiters Temple) a Mimicke-boy to. keepe 
Watch,as the ſolemne order was. | 
Thelike of Potts detrating from the honour of 
Hercnles : The like reuenge inflited on Viridiue by 
| | Eſculapiics, 
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eE(cnlapicu: By Inno' Lacinian 2. Fulv: By Proſerpine In aurcam tre- 
on Plenimins : By {wpiter, on that facriligious Tyrant !*/4 Delphos 
Dieny/ſiuc:By Apollo on thePirate-prince 7 hymaſithews: perferendam cu- 


On Alexander by Ceres, © LR Valcr, 


Sometimes by the libidinous diſpoſition of the 
Gouzrnour, other ſometimes by his Auarice:now and 
then by his Impatience, and moſtof all by hisreck.. * 
I:Mmeſle, haue the ſequels'of things proued leſle for. 
ennate, becauſe the precedent motives, or inſtryments 
direRing to the end, had no better likely-hoods in 
them, 
Wee wonder not atall,to ſee troubled water come 
from an yocleere Spring: Nor attares growing in the 
fluggards field;but we admire ſucceſſive ends, drawne 
from improbable cauſes: Many timesthere be (I con. 
feſle) intrinſecall motives, which like, as that Beauty 
15 the beſt which cannot beexprefled by the Painter, 
ſo arrogates irthe chiefeſt place (that inwardly mo. 
uing cauſe, I meane)becauſe,the efficient cauſe of caus« 
ſes, mote ſure, more infallible thenthe euidenteſt de- 
monſtration: AndI haue(for my part) euer ſuperſtiti- Such things as 
ouſly feared to bring ſuch cauſes in Queſtzon : fince bee abouc Vs, 
ſuch Arguments hatre-miniftred no ſmall.occaſfion ro Þe not to bee 
the prophaner wits, both of Ancient and Moderne argued of vs. 
times, to boulſter their inſufficient opinions: As to ar, 
- puethus: Hecreweſce a flouriſhing Common-weale 
ſ\upporting her ſelfe by no other 1neancs theo Tuſticez 
reaching to as higha perfeRion in-enery degree , of , 
as exa& gouernment, as the blindnefle of the time © 
would permit: Yet this Scate (ſo flouriſhing)laid waſt 
by a peo leexpoſed to. all impictiecs: Here theend 
can hardly be collefted by the fore-going cauſe, 
Equity was inthe conquered, Tirrany inthe Conque. 
rour:Hereis a maine diſcrepancyin the beginning,and 
concluſion; andthe atiue cauſes ordinarily mouing 
ſeeme (Cardine Uerſo) to: oppoſe themſrlues, Jt is 


tre; Buttell mee OI thou art) that Kepler 
ie 
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I: ke compoſeſt this Argument ; Is he that ſets vp, and 
confounds, what:Empires as be{ pleafeth him, tyed ro 
meanes, orſecondary cauſe&@There is no Realn which 
for tomeabuſe or other, hath nor delerued to'loofe 
her glory; and hereia doth the Maiefticke power of 
heauen ſhew aboundant mercy, to ſome Kingdomes 
in chafticing thembefore they come to the heigth of 
f1ane, that "their eelypſe 'of glory, might be an in- 
creaſe vhtothem of vertae; their ebbe of honour, an 
occation of - acknowledgement of their Creator, 
For cuen in the beſt Common-weales, we reade, 
char che experiment of ſome externall miſery or diſa- 
Lnowledoe er, hathreduced them'to more ripe conſideration of 
ment by the themſelues,'and anexatt ſearch in themſclues, diſcuſ- 
taſte of wilc- ſing the cauſes'of the Gods indignation againſt them, 
ICS. Preſent extremities are of that force to Humane bo« 
dies, that the preſent apprehenſion of - their woe, 
ſeerticy in ſore ſortto extenuare their pride, inflameth 
Religon, exciterh men to vndertake a labour forthe 
benefire of their Country (with the lofle of them- 
| feJues) to appeaſe the wrath of the Gods, This was 
-- the caufe whyrhe Romanes vicd to hauc the pate of the 
Temple [ay 'opertin-warre, burſhvr in peace: For 
' Neeifhry (as well in theſe times as in Pagan times(v(- 
eth to be the motiucof deuotion. 
* Explanati6nof (cauſes, is arrelucidary or exaryply- 
fvind, as jr werefof ithe matter whereon Weentteate: 
o 'T 
] Cauſes direa- F142p) (faith the Poet) is hee, chat bath knowne,, or doth 
ovics of e KFnmv, the principall cauſes of things , as well precedent 4s 
UCntS. ' ſubſ-quent : Fuentes may be knowne (I, confeſlc) 
witlf#ut their cauſes, but ſo deteftiue 1s that knows 
ledge, as the Countrie Shepe-heards prediGtion is of 
weather : His obſernan ces arc cauſeleſJe-becauſe Art- 
Icfle, ivdgthg of the Cloude (by viuall approbation) 
niaking experimeht his gronnd,withour recourfe had 
to Natural cauſes: T6 ſhew the deftrudtion'of Troy 
by ecydev ,. Withour' explaning the:perfidious dea- 


ling 


Kinosdomes 
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ling of Laomedan : or of Trotes ſecond ſubuerfion, 
without the rape of Hellen: or of Romer tranſjated 
Arittocracy, . without relation made of thoſe cull 
warres, planting C:far in his Monarchy; or ot'that 
ample and potent Empire of | CHedia tranflaced® ro 
the Perfiaus, without che precedent cautes arifing 
from the glory,and eternall renowne .of Cyrus, would 
make 2 confuſed Hiſtory, as if the former chaos were A diſpoſition, 
reduced to herfirſt indigeftion: cauſes arethe Sptings, yet not himi-' 


of Euents, | Ln a1 Or- 
- If we ſhould reade the diuers effefts of glory, the nd" angs not 
ſundry mouing cauſes of perpetuall honour, amongſt ety 
the Rowaner, we wouldadmire them : Some hauing not enforced: 
raiſed themſclucs to an exceeding eminent pitch of 2 enim ($4 


oluit) ommia 
that by as vnaccuſftomed meanes, Selfe.. ©* 
preatneſſe, and that by Self, Bone. 


affiance , or ( onfidence of their owne vallowr , inſtanced /, an. 
in Cue: Scipio, publiquely proclaming : That nothivg am (xe medys 
w14 more generous then this C onfitence,mare infallible then (51 voluit) ſer- 
Prediftion, more powerfull than celevity im atſpatch,or more #470 potwit. 
eminent then the d19ni'y of the Perſon: The like of Sripio , 
eEmilian'a, Scipio. Najica, Furius 'Phylus, Luc, Craſſus, yr "= 
AM.Scanru i and many others, whole greateſt fame ,,,,,.q by 
was purchaſed by that meane, which vſeth'to be the that mcanes, 
greateſt errour in humane ſociety , S-lf2-concoit of a which makes 
ans owne deſeraings; Which likewiſe hath beene ruine _ _ de- 
to many populous and moft puiſtant Empires, Then M65 #234 SPTY! 
to divert our eyetoan oppoliteof Conceit, and that : 
; - Modeſty, or a filear ſhadowing of their owne de- 
merites: Excellent and memorable examples where. 
of may be produced our of Valer: Mixime 11 his 4 
Booke,entreating of Modefty:where he obferites(by 
way of cxplanation,) the -meriting parts of many, 
whoſe reſolurions ſhadowed, made the luſtre of their 
Country more eminem. 

Likewiſe to deſcribe, the ſtrange, and vnexpeRed, 
riſing of ſome , 2us poſters fuere nobilt at is initinm, 


virtutis exemplam: Bara of nothing; yet by ſome Lang 
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uate 1ndowments, either of infinuating, as the igno- 
ble wits: gr of State-obſeruing , as thole claced Na- 
rures, Qricued (as it were) with the obſcurity of their 
birth, in fecing others lefle (it may be) meritorious, 
aſcend the Throne of higheſt honours, poſlefle the 
eminent{tplaces, in contempt & deſpite of Fortune, & 
humblenes of birth, crowde in the preſte of the hono- 
red,if bur for enobling their Country by their.peculi» 
ar deferts.This waz obiectcd again(t C rcere, which he as 
ſufficiently anſwered:Satim eſt me meu reb” oiftus florere 
quam maiorum opintone nus, Dependance of Alunce- 
ors conferre {mall or no gloryto vs,if our ſucceding 
worth ſhew not a correſpondency to our Prode- 
ceſſours glory, Tallu Hoſtihs., Tarquimine priſcus, 
Telliun Sernins, Perpenna, and T crrentiin Varro,& that 
mirror of countries loue, Af, Portis { ato:Their births 
191oble, yer they made their Cradles Noble by their 
wany deſerving parts; Characters of proper Nebllity, 
not derived. from their fathers greatneſſe, but from 
thcir owne eminence ;:Nor haue there wanted others 
who degenerated from tneir Anceſtors well deſerucd 
lines:!Scipio Afria,his Countries honor, leaues a Scrpio 
the monument of his own diſhonor; Fab Alſaxions, 
1 ſonne, for worthlefle refpet, deſerving thename of 
Fabinu'INMintorus:{ lodins Pulcher beautified with orna- 
ments of mind,as well as body,makes his Country no 
lefle hopeleſle by his birth, thenrenowned by himlelfe. 
The like of Horieaſers his Nephew, one leatt equalling 
ſo many deſerued parts of his thrice glorious Ance- 
ſiour : The one a profeſſed proftitutetoall licentious 
places, an arch-proteRor of {cntuality, hauing no 
other Clients, buc noted Strumpets : The other a ſup= 
porterot Equity, archer of indire& proceedings,a 
mirror of continence in his timez and one,ſecond to 
none,ſaue Cicero, in promptneſle of ſpecch,and a pre- 


| ſent modeſtly compoſed Eloquence. 


ln the deſcription of their natutes we include the cauy 
| | es: 
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ſes of theirends; vertue being (as we ſaid before) euer 

{econded with cuent anſwerable to her intent, either ' 

inthe beginning,middle,or end, And certaivly,who. 

ſoeuer ſhould but read the deſolations of the mightieſt 

Empires, ortheirrifing, ſhall ſee ſome appearance of 

cauſes proceeding from their gouernment, occaſions 

of their glory, orruine, Nor can we (wichout cauſe) | 

admire the exeion & eltablifhing of the Turkib Em- T1, ” E000" PO 
pire,her many dilated Prouinces, extended Confines ; full eſtabliſh- 
andalmoſt ſoneraigne command inthe Eaſterne parts, ingofthe Tr» 
Let vs but conſider their politicke gouernement (ſub. 4//} Empire, 
ieing all lawes of Conſcience,or Religion,cothe fur- 
thering of their delignes; planting their leat (maugre 
the fury of all opponents) .inthoſe floury and ſpacious. 
territories, where once the ſanctificd feet of the ſacred 
Apoſiles vſed to tread, Yetin their policies (becauſe 
not proportionate to vertue) ſhall they be ſubuertced, 
They haue erced themſeluesto anexceeding height, 
(withthe Gyanrs menacing he fabricke of Heauen;) 
but their fall will be more miſerable, by how much 
they be of miſcries more iacapable, For that king 
dome which is not cftabliſhed in peace, ſhall be ruined 
by warrez & where vertue had not her predominance, 
there ſhall che illimited rage of vice take her reſidence: 
a:1d where ſhe is an inhabitant,there is imminent deſo- 
latio menaced, To make explanation of cauſes in this, 
were ncedleſſe, becauſe the ſeate of ſuch a gouerne- 
ment isthe oceafton of her fall; For ruine and extir- 
pation haue euer followed Impious Gouernours ar 
the heeles, Yetin making vſe of this eſpeciall Branch 
of Hiſtory : Explanationof the aiſcoxery of cauſes, 1 will 
limit and reſtraineit toan aflercaine bound, We muſt 
muſt not ſearch cauſes aboue their natures; there be G1. 
many hidden and concealedreaſons, whichto enquire reaſons not to 
aſter, were vnlawtull ; much lefle to wade into the ſe- be ſcarched. 
cret conuentions of that tacred power from whomall 
viſfbic and apparant cauſes borroy their light, 

-- L3 What 
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What we may gather by authenticke relation, orpro- 
bable imagination, may without pre1udice,or error, be 
produced, As for ſupernaturall cauſes, rhe morewe 
ſound them, the more we ſound into the ſhallowneſſe 
of our owne iudgements; neuer further from appre- 
hendng them, then when we ſeeme to apprehend 
them. Now to the third, that is, iudgementin diſtin- 
euiſhing things, by approuing the beſt; and difallow- 
1ng the coutrary, 

Dijudication of Hiſtorijes,or indgement in diſtin- 
ouiſhing the approucdſt, proceeds from a mature vne 
der{tanding. 

In this Hiſtoricall ſcale we muſt baniſh all laſciious 
and petulant wits,conucrſanr zbourt ftroathy and licens 
tious obſcenities, The workes of an Hiſtorian ſhould 
be Monuments of Antiquity, true Heralds of aQts; ci- 
ther proſperouſly, or inſucceſſiuely atchicued: and 
not foments to luſt, mdtcements to ſenſuality. Two 
ſorts there be which ecclipſe an Hiſtorians glory: 
from the one, wereape the harueclt of ſhame, where 
characters of Arrha, and Vents (the wantons vota- 
rice) are deblazoned intheir colours : yet 1n their-de- 
ſcriptions more pernitious to eatily-inclined youth, 
then cuer eArchilechrs was to. the Spartan dames. 
Poore eAlbion hath laboured too long of this impo- 
(ume; ſuch Hiſtorians muſt either be exiled ; or the 
Common-wealch mult of neceflity be depraued, Vice 
hath roo many ſupyorters, withour the furtherance of 
Authors, From the other, there redounds-no other 
benefice, then impertinent inquifitions of ſtrangely. 
ſought our Antiquities ; ſo preciſe in defcription, ſo 
curious in foundation, and ſo lelfe-opinionate of their 
owne writings, as they oft-times doe onely( Hererein 
verb;s) omitting the ſubſtancerto fer out (with Phyads- 
a) the ſhadow : ſearch ofa fruitleſſe Antiquity, occa= 
fioning a contempt inthe body of the Hiſtory. As in 
the foundation ofa Citty, negleRing the materialleſt 


parts 
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parts of the diſcourſe; as vpon what occaſion the Citz 
ty was rather ereted there,then in another place , by 
what meanes it was augmented, how continued, and 
ether neceſlary circumftances omitted : they inſiſt yp- 
on affaires of lefſe conſequence ; finding out where 
the firſt one was laid, when the foundation of ſuch a 
Citry was digged. This cauſes often-times great yo- 
lumes, with ſmall benefite to the Reader,and indeed 
rather implies an affeQting-opinion in the Authour, of 
pleaſing himlelfe,then others. | 

Ancient Records are neceflarily inſerted in Hiſto. 
ries; but fuch are to be ſupported by truth, including 
a neceſſary relation to the ſubieR whereof he intreats. 
Otherwiſe,ſuch Antiquities (as for ſelfe-pleaſing) are 
produced , expreſſe nothing, Proptey plebeimum 0 in- 
vtilem quendam opinions ſyccam. Theſe be rather Opi- 
nioniſts then Hiſtorians, 

Theſe two kindes (like [anw face) Rand contrary- 
wayes:. the one fort (to wit the firſt) are Charons beſt 
FaRors, they trafique for a Ladycs bon-yoyage 
to helk;theres not a line in all cheig writings, that taſtes 
of modeſty, or reliſh yertue : If P/wto and his Angels 
had not one ſhe-prophetr, nor ſtate-moppet within all 
his dominions, to make his Empire noble: yet theſe 
Btothell-authors (for better I cannot name them} 
would by their Lime-rwigges furniſh his (Afalaſpe- 
rauz4) witha full faile, My Lady here fits and reades, 
wonders at the ingenuity of the man, (a pregnant 
youth doubtleſle,) and will ma ke her pregnant too, if 
ſhe have any moving faculty in her ; his beſt charaRer 
is the ſchoole-maiſter of folly, the introducer of ſ{en- 
ſuall liberty, extinguiſher of pure loue, experienced 
inftcuRer to luſt, harbourer of illimited defires; and 
conſequently harbinger to the Diuell, As the CMar- 
$i will not build, but in faire honſes, fo this man will 
not liue, bur inthe ruines of honour : he is too con= 


uerſant in the-Court; too familiar in the Citry',, and 
ſomerimes 
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ſometimes too willingly entertained in the Countrey, 


His pen, asitis mercenary, ſo! his labours perniti- 
ous, his tate labours of penury (and he would raiſe 
it)his ſoule of a lethargy, but feekes notre redeeme it. 
To be briefe (for ſuch a fubieR is not worthy. dilating 
ol.) As 2» Auguſtus baniſhed Naſo to Naxes,and his de - 
pratited werkes to the darkelt corner of bis ſtudy: {o 
ſhoulditheſe 'petulant wits bee expulſed euery well- 
gouerned Common-weale, and their proſtitute Ja- 
bours {uſtaine Expolrs cenſure, 

. For the other, as none yceld or aftoord more be. 
nefite to their countrey, then laborious and iudiciovs 
Antiquaries : ſo trifling and opinjonacely-conceited 
Hiſtorians may benefite themſelues, but hardly can, 
communicate the beſt of their knowlege vnto others. 
Opinion is a maine opponent to Iudgement : the one 
guided (or rather drawne) by a precipitant will,the 0- 
ther dilpoſed by the direRing eye of reaſon, Opinion 
(Leſbian-like) trame their line by their worke,and not 
their worke by their line : but Iudgement hath euer 
({leanthes-like)a table equaly mixed or furniſhed with 
ſeruices of eArete & Pomona,vertuc and pleaſure ; the 
one to profite, the other to delight : Which equally- 
mixediudgement ſhould be eſpecially conuerſant in 
cenſurers of Hiſtories; they mult not do,as it is repor- 


ted of Valerins Maximus, inhibice many things in the 
eucning, which he would approue of inthe morniag, 


and command that to be enacted one houre, which he 


' would be aſhamed to confirme the next houre, A ſet- 


led & wel-ſeaſoned judgment will with(circumſpecti- 
on) not ſo much cenſure a modeſt digrefſion in a Hi- 
ſtory, as the vie which may be made of thar digreſſion; 
nortax any thing ina faithfull Hiftorian , though he 
ſhadow at the corruptiss of the age with bittetnes : for 
oyiic and temporiſing tongues, are nouriſhers of theſe 


Grez: in Moral, Vitious and irregular times; where, as beaſts in the de- 
fart, ſo men liue in the world : nor be cenſurers to taxe 
| ſuch 


29.4þ.18, 
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ſuchthings for impeſſibilities, becauſe they have nor 
heard ofthe like ; nor ſuch Relations as falſe, which 
haue not occurred to their readings. For how ſhould 
we giue creditetothoſe incredible attemprs of former 
times, where victories were atchieued with leſſe adoc; 
then May-games in theſe times, To ſee eAnthers re- 
newing his ſtrength, and doubling his force by falling: 
thoſe magaanimous Romenrerecting their ſpirits moſt 
when they wereneecreft declining; I haue eucrobſer- 
ued theſe times, as they ſecond the firſt in gradation, 
ſo they ſtand inferior tothefirſt in exploits and ma- 
- nagements of reſolution. Cenſures ſhould be ballan- 
ces equally and euenly diſpoſed ; neither 1oclining; to 
partiall affetation of perſon or {taze; but ready to 
giue approbation where the'verity of diſcourſe, and 
fincerity of the Author giues his pen free ſcope to 
curbe errour, and attribute to vertue hermerited Ti- 
tles, Alaſſe, that Cenſurers ſhould be either ſo enga« 
gagedto the ſeruile command of popular glory, or 
tied to great mens ſleeues,;that the Hiſtorians labours 
mult be razed, which truth would haue raiſed : Vertue 
hath in her ſelfe a ſoueraigne end, to which all liberall 
Arts and Sciences (inthemſelucs truly noble,and me- 
riting honour)hauetheir aime and recourſe. 

This occafions learning to be negleted, and the 


exaQſcrutinie ofancientRecords(then the which no- 


thing more beneficiall) to be ſuppreſſed, or at leaſt, 
not a little darkned: when a Rhadamanth,or Criticke 
Cenſurer muſt hauethe correRions of our induſtrious 
labours, and iuditious volumes ; which (to feed his 
owne indigeſted humour) muſt be ſubieR ro many fri- 
uolous interlacings, But patience( which is Comes /a- 
pientse,non famala concupiſcentsc) mult be the popre Hi- 
torians ſupporter, making vic of times abuſe, and ap= 
plying this ſalue to his miſery , which the Poet jafer- 


red, as cauſe of Romer ſubuerhion, and calamity, Prim 37374, in Aenead 


prregrings obſcena pecnnia mores intulit, 
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 Peprareguairee y;.; owne'conceit; thath an orþe in his braine, which 
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But Jet me ſtay a. little, that. I may make an erd the 
ſoqner; cre. Iproceed ro the tru re:ſ{ingviſher of Hi- 
ftories,, I muſt cavtion twoſo, of men, which (in 
their readmyg) peruert the vie and ſcope of Hiſtory, by 
a maleuolenr difpoficion, either bred in them by na- 
ture,or ingendred by cuſtome, a ſecond nature : the 
one fooliſhly preciſe, whole behauiour {as one obfer- 
ueth) are like a verſe, wherein euery (illable is meaſy- 
red ; orlike your Spaniards alpet, who will not ſmile 
beyand a poynt, for feare to vnftarch his looke,  ' 

Theſe cannot taſte any thing well, that is not abſq9- 
lute; yer for their indgement a Venetian Ale may 
out=(trip.them:; He is (vrmeaſurably proud) wiſe in 


ery curning round, makes his iudgement. braine- 
icke, | | 
The other, farre more intollerable, becauſe more 
troubled with tho rifing of ſpleenc :' he detractetl 
fromthe beſt; and findes ſcruples in infalliblecruchs ; 
his owne judgement, as it1s defectine, ſo it ervaies a- 
apainſt others,maturer inthe height of vnderſtanding, 
and moreexaCtin the ancient {urueyes of eruth, But 
as fortitude of body deriues her eflence from the im- 
becility ofthe minde,and the ability ofthe mind from 
the debility of the body : Sv the Authors glory 15©ft- 
times reuiued, and augmented by the ſting of Detra- 
Rion,as the Detraors infamy by the Authors glory: 
| Vertuealoneis crowned,” Vertue in herlelfe, is of all 
el dre fo poſſeſſed : She'it ts alone by which'man is eternized, 
© homizem De. T 01.45 ſhe thar Reeres the poore Hiſtorians Barke a- 
7,5c.Scneca aint all oppoſitions. In this harbour therefore may 
I repoſe, leauing the depraued Reader tothe diſtem« 
prature of his owne humor, and beraking my ſelfe to 
my propounded taske, 
Deliberation We muſt walke in a more modeſt path for iudge- 


tories ofmain tg yſe a kind of deliberation, conſulting with our own 
<onſcquence, intimate 


,ncedtull in Hi=ment in the relation ofcuery aRthat is done: we ought 
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intimate ynderftandings,'and askethem Whether ſuch 
ar) Atis worthy memory, or na: for manythings we 
ſceand reade, which diſcretion would rather hanc o- 
mirted, then to writing committed ; we haue occaſi- 
on ſometimes to vnrip the tyrannicke liues of Princes, 
and their illimired affections, of diſlolute gouerne- 
ments, and to whar peculiar vices moſt engaged; yer 
in the ſummary rehearſall of theſe vices, we do oft- 
times (as an excellent Hiſtorian hath well obſerued) 
Tnftruere malos, teach men to be euill, inſtructing 
them in the exerciſe of thoſe impicrties, with which be. 
fore they were ſcarce acquainted, | 
Thar memorable Law-giuer being demanded what 
puniſhment, was to be inflited on him , who ſhould L 
chance to ſlay his Father, or Mother : he anſwered . ,, . ,.,, 
them with, Haud equidem puto,&c,11 do not think there 
can be any of ſo ynnaturall diſpolirt ion, >». 
AQts filenced ſometimes doe better then if expreſ- 
ſed: for the Curtaine of vices drawne, moues imitati- 
on rather then euvitation: In diſtinguiſhing alſo of 
things good and necefſary from their contraries , we 
ſhould not mixe. triujall diſcourſes in our maine Rela- 
tion : they much impaire and diſparage the weight of 
an Hiſtory, diſtracting the' readers minde with imper- 
tinencies, Where the ſubie@ might of it ielte be bet- 
ter proſecuted ; nor can anything ſhew more indiſcre.. *frange'ns- 
tion in an Author,then theſe vagaries, where attenti- _ draw 
nti6,mone 
on can no,way be moued, the expeQances'of meria- approbation,if 
tisfied,or a reall delight with profite apprehended. At- probability be 
tentjon (as that eloquent Ocator noteth) is there the mixed inthe 
quickeſt, where we promile to ſpeake of things, grear, Pi!courſe. 
new,vn-vſuall, or of ſuch affaires as may couduce to 
the benefit of the Common-weale,to the eſtabliſhing 
of Rcligion,piety,or the like. 
Now ſuch (crious diſcourſes (in themſclues graue 
and ponderous) are not to be mixed with euery friuo- 
lous digreſſion 4, the body of the Hiſtory being lolid, 
| M 2 ſhould 


= 
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| ſhould not depend of weake and infirme members : 
| which might ſeemeto reſemble the Roman Colofle, of 
| an huge proportion in body, but feeble feet; ſo as one 
| | day the frame of the whole was demoliſhed by the de- 
| E- | bility of ene pare, Yer inthis graue and firme compo- 
| | | | ſition, there muſt be one neceſſary caucat inſerted : 
| that whenceſocuet we draine the approbation of our 

Diſcourfe (as from many , and thoſe ro our iudge- 
ment of the ſele&ed Authonrs) we reconcile their 
opinions, and make one vnited body of ſo many dif- 
| perſed parts. This Ithoughtto caution (as well the 
| _ Hiſtories peruſer,as the generalleſt ColleRors cf) be- 
| cauſe 1 have obſerved this faule errour (and that' in 
Obinions dra- borh Ancient and Moderyie relatians) where diuers 
wen from di- Authors were cited, andtheirſeuerall opinions mar- 
ucrs Auchou:s ſhalled ona row ; butas in a battell, whenthe wings 
ſhovld bee Ie- he broken, there infueth nought but an yniuerſall 
concited, confafion ; fo without reconcilementinehe concluſt- 
on, helcaues the Reader in ſufpence, whoſe opinion 

| to entertainez becauſe not direfted by the Author. 
A double de- This implies a. double defect; either from Rtupidi- 
fccr,0V/tinale ry, not able todiſtinguiſh; or from apertinacy, not 
PEW and [gr art, _ williingrocommunicate hisiudgement to others, The 
| latter is more intollerabletlien the firſt; forthe one'in- 
| cludes anattuedefet, (which he would remedy if his 
appretenſton could betterit,) The othera malitious 
defire of ingrofling knowledge to himfelfe; though 
. both ynworthy of an Hiftoricallplace: for Ignorance 
deſernes ſmall enterthintment in fo iuditious an argu- 
ment : #nda perverſe diſpoſition muchleſle, concea- 
ling his knowledge from-his Countrey, which by his 
ſubie& it ſecmes he intended to benefite, In diftingui- 
ſhing likewife,we ſhould euer obſerue to cull out ſuch 
| peripicuous ſentences, as comprehend moſt, yetleaſt 
we | - | 10 affectation:for ſuch taſte euer of fingularity, Horten- 
"11/8 Pid. Aul.Gel.in t5g was called by Pythias (for his roo much geſtu= 
ay aft * Ting)a profe(} Aomicke,a Dionyſian: the ſame Title os 
| | | '© 


< 


ASaruty of Hiſtories, $; 
be giuen our curious Relators : they binde their ſub. 
ie rotheir words, eſteeming no Diſcourſe in it ſelfe 
worth judicious obſeruation, bue whar 15 repleniſhed 
and full fraughted with polite ſentences, making the 


Words ſhould 
bee accommoe- 

ate to the 
matter,northe 
matter to the 


matter indebted tothe ſuperficiall Art of the Come words. 


poſer, 
Theſe beſceme not 2a Hiſtory, dilated circumſtan-= 


ces, inftances roo muchſtoodvpon, an ambiguous 
leauing of ſome-thing vndetermined:They leave the 
vnderſtanding in doubt whae to reſolve, the judges 
ment what tothinke, che thoughts what to deliberate: 
So as our reading conferres no other profite, ſaue an 
intricate winding, or wreathing, of many anxities vp 
togerher:Giuing the minde free ſcope to imagine the 
event, being implyed by the Authour, 
An Hiſtorian in his writings ſhould hate a kind of 
ſeeming fecurity , for his Stileand Order of Speech: 
et not ſo, (as to omit an exact or wittily compoſed 


Non' V1 wvathi- 
tats feſtiutas 


zeaſt) toreliſh the Readers diſtaſte : Such was Tacitus proprie cedit, 


vie,by enterlacing theſcriouſnesof his tale, with ſome 
1udiciall,(but ſtrangely. briefe,)ſentences : annexing 
ſome pleaſant ſtraine, either. of meore purpoſe inven- 
ted, or from the occahon of his Subic deriued, ro 
\weeten the heavier part of his diſcourſe :: which 
ſhould not be too long infited on, for that were 
trifling; but ſhadowingly touched, for that implyes 
plerty of Subic&, not flying to triviall relations, to 
make vp a greater Volume, but for the delight of the 
iudiciouſly affeted; CMifeerdo wile anc, 

But alafle, where this diſtinguiſhing of iudgemene 
of Hiſtories requires great labour, it oftimes obtaines 
as little fauour: The preſent age cannot admit of: ſuch 
diſcourſes, they be too ſerious : Sothar whoſoeuer 
ſhould compile a Volume of Tudiciall ExtraRtions,or 
approued Obſeruances , ſhould hasdly have as many 
Readers, as Perſins conieCtured for his Labours :-Yel 
dav,wucl nemo; Oill diſpoled times! when judgement 
; M 3 3 g0CS> 
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. goes a wool-guthering,  »AazuFu had rivo which he - 


cipecially reſpected aboue the reſt of his Nobles, and 
the one of them was a AMecenas, a Patron of learning, 
and 2 grace to the {acred influence of Poeſie : Bur 
where ſhould we findean ef for Pernaſſu in theſe 
daics, where Noble (yet degenerate Spirits) efteeme. 
him that will be Pandor to his Punke, aboue him that 
will be Patron toaPoem : It ſeemes ſtrange thar in 
beſt experienc't times , where knowledge ſhould be 


 kightned, the foggy vapours of ignorance diſpelled: 


Nay, where theſe tiwes haue reſpite from warlike 
Alarums, and therefore may ſecurely feede at Ainer- 
uaer Table, ſhould be ſo delighted with ſuperficial 
ſhadowes, contemning the perfeC eſſence and luftre 
of nan, (to wit) how to know himſelfe, Here the Mi- 
ſer digs (and wich the Dormouſe) fleepes out his time 
in a fruitleſſe ſcrapingyz There the Prodigall (care- 
leſſe of times expence) baſtardizeth his fathers Pro« 
uidence, leauing no more to himſclfe, then that he 


_ could not take from himſelfe, a poore Graue : Heere 


the Ambitious man, diſplaying his pie-coulored flags 
of vanity (in the elation of his Spirit) contemnes the. 
inferiour ranke of men, cuer aiming at an higher 
{ſphere then popular prefle, rill his aſpiring produce 
his falling, and the honour which he purchaſt with- 
out merite, forſakes him not without ſhame : But 
which of theſe will take paines to ſee himſfelfe repre- 
ſentedin exemplary Hiſtories ? Tf the piEture of old 
Meneiemns were hung vp in the eye of the Miſer (he 
would I doubt itnot) gaze with his foure eyes onthe 
Picture, but make little or no vie on the Patterne: The 
Ambitious man, if he ſaw the character of himſelfe 
inthat vaſt and indetermined minde of Catylene, in 
that ambitiouſly infinuating ſpiritof Sejan, I feare me 
he would rather make vſe of the meanes of his rifing 
then caution himſeclfe by his vntimely declining : The 
Pcodigall (expreſſing his owne Mirrour , by ' Theo- 

| timns 


tim'y errour) who preferred luſt before his eyes, 


_ would (much feare it) rather darken the eye of his - 


ſoule, to ſatisfie the eye of his body, then moderate 
his paſſions on earth, to reape the fruite of his mode- 
ration in heauen. O that theſe times would ſo diftin=- 
guiſh of their abuſes, as being diſcouered they may 
be cenſured; for where abuſes are concealed they 
ſceme afreſh to be renewed, and(with Authority)con- 
firmed, bur being openly ripr, they may be whiprt and 
ſtript: firſt diſplayedto the eye of the world,then ſum- 
moned before the Throne of lwſtice, 
Olet Hiſtories,as they be Records of what were done, 
whether good or euill; excite vs to be good, and deter 
vs from being euill : Stories are repleniſhed withex- 
amples of both ſorts, for they be Store-houſes of pre- 
cedent euents , and conſequently ſo to be obſcrued 
and digefted, as the Tudicious Reader may better dif. 
ole of his cuents, | Ihaue noted in Diſcourſes of this 
kind, the obſeruance of that Generally [ndicrons Gen- 


tlmay, andthe beſt aduancer of depreſſed Learning, x; 
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A Three-fold 


fſcourle 


where he ſaith: Some Bookes are to be taſted, ſome to bee branched into 
ſwallowed. few to be chewed and dincſted, Such as ate to athreefold 
be taſted I comprehend, in S:ories of modeſt accom. Oblcruance, 


plement, ſuperficiall Aouriſhes , garniſhing our Diſ. 
courſe modeſtly withour vaine oftentation or braue. 
ry:Such are to be ſwallowed, as thoſe Amorous, and 
fruitlefle labouts of braine-ficke Authours, freighted 
with continuall hyperboles , comely in nothing but 
loue, Such are to be chewed and digeſted , as include 
diſcourſe tending both to inſtruCtion and delight, &c, 
So then heere we may come to our indiciall point, 
we ſce and reade Hiſtories, ſome onely to be taſted, 
others ſwallowed, ſome few chewed, as beaſts were in 
the old Law, Hiftories being ruminated and chewed, 
yeeld a continuall profite, and the more meditated,the 
more beneficiall; which ſeemed well approved (and 


nolefle worthy our obſeruance)by his inſtitution, chat 
| wiſhed 
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| uoninreading. 
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| Three obſer- wiſhed euery Reader to take theſe three remembran- 
| ances worthy ces in his way to reade: Libenter,Dilligenter,and Intel- 


our conhdera- ppouter; The firſt yeeldcs a preſent delight, becauſe it 
includes a willingneſle; the next a dilligent attention, 
implying aſeriouſneſle; the laſt an vſe of both,enfol- 


- Vſe of thoſe ding an vnderſtandingneſſe : Theſe three attend a iu - 


three obſer- 


1 thay dicious diſtinguiſhivg of Hiſtories, Judgement in 


diſcerning what is beſt ; and theſe to apprehend the. 
beſt: Theſe foure commixcd reſemble twinnes attwo 
burthens,all direQours one to avother : for without 
judgement we may chuſe the worſt as ſoone as beſt, 
taking our aime onely at delight, without recourſe to 
profite,beſt agrecing with the outward ſence; Here is 
a want in the Ele&tion: without willingneſle, our rea- 
ding breeds a loathing ; without dilligence, our dil- 
courſe is fruitlefle ; and without vnderſtanding, our 
minds be erring : And thus much for dijudicating of 
Hiſtories, an effentiall part of this booke: I haue but 
ſurnmarily ſer downe my opinion (grounded on the 
colleCtions of othcrs) hercin, that 1might proſecute 
the former parts of my Diuifion in the methode of 
this Hiſtory,contrating much into a little Body, 

The methode which I propounded to my felfe in 
the beginning, was firſt co deſcribe the ſcope of Hiſto- 
ries: Secondly, the vſe, fruite, and effet of Hiſtories 
in generall: andthe third extracted from the ſecond, 
was the particular profice which redounded cither to 
The Methode 3 Family in priuate,or admioiſtration of States 12 pub- 
proſecuted, * lique by theſe Hiſtories : For the firſt, being the ori- 

ginall whence the two others are draived, I baue ſpe- 
ken ſufficient: Longer (I confeſſe) was I enforced to 
infilt ypon them,then my Volume(which I preſcribed 
my ſelfe) would 2dmic: But the many vies, ſubdi- 
uifions,and graunds naturally ariſing from them, en- 
enforced mic to proſecute the Argument mote fully: I 
entend nowto handle the ſecond part,to wit,T he fruit 
G w/c of 1itory,the ſpeciall't motive indiicipg reading, 
| 4 oo The 
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The greateſt and moving argument of perſwaſi. Vic of Hiſtory, 


onto the vndertaking of this or that, is the benefice 
weexp:@ redounding from our enterpriſe: I will ſuc. 
cinly expreſle the ſcuerally mouing <ftccts of pro. 
fite(the worldly mans Admant) from Hiſtory, Natu- 
rally and Eſſentially deriued : which being laid open, 
I hope the Miſer {who as Seneca noteth, is good to 
none, bur worſt to himſelfe) will be proficable both to 
himſelfe and others : My exordiam ſhall be drawne 
from him, becauſe I rake him to be one of tlie devils 
chiefeſt Fatours,and more benefireſhouldT yeeld my 
Country in bringing in ſucha one, then in taking an 
Arch-pirate : From him deſcending to euery vitious 
. profeſſour (binding my ſelfe euer to my tackling) the 

fruice of Hiſtory in it ſelfe ableto reclaime the depra- 
uedſt fromtheir habicuated enormities. 


The Miſer,that is indebted to both back and belly, The Miſers 
{o engaged to the world,as he muſt haue his houſholq profice by 
God of the world, euer harboured in his boſome, or [1i901y- 


made his pillow to ſleep on, the key of his ruſt: He 
that never fed Nature in all his daics with competen- 
cy; or durſt recreate himlelfe, for feare leaſt his recre. 
ation ſhould play cheater, and colen him of hispro. 
uidence: being the moath of the yertuous, the har 
bour of thevitious: carrying a conſcience more infe- 
Rtous then rats-bane euer about him, if eucr he haue 
graceto caſt hiseye into an Hiſtoricall diſcourſe(next 
tothe Sacred Writ) he ſhall find as Soueragne Anti. 
dotes for his malady, as in any place, I will Anato. 
miſe the Miſers corruptions, and like an artificiall 
praRtitioner firſt open his wounds, and then infuſe 
 Balmeinto them; which VnRtian if ic will not {erue;,l 
ſhall then apply more rough and ſharpe plaiſters, 
Now Maiſter Miſer, that is, mecre wretched man, 
thou haſt ſufficient, and more then is competent for 
Nature, yet thou art not ſatisfied: Avery, very little 
will ſcrue thee for thy viſe, for theu neuer oo. the 
race 


| 
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'Graceto know what an honeſt expence meant : Thou 
cautalizeſt thy ſclfe, amidſt of plenty, farſh<d;Thou 


| A Miſer can- aſt a good minde ro be rich, buc that's impoſſivle: 
| not be rich, Semper an«r'@ eget; There is 8 greedy worme that is 


euer conſuming and gnawing onthee : Thou are at [i- 
bercy,yet impriſoned, and in more intollerable ſerui- 
rude, then the miſerableſt captivevpon earth; yerthy 
*  chaines areof Gold, thou art a gorgeous priſoner, 
Thou art ſubieAted ro more hazards then a Merchant 
Ven:urer, ro morerightly-oppreſſing, and ſur-char-. 
ching.cares, thenan Emperour ;-to more hourely di- 
Nrations, andrerriple apparitions,then a Murtherer: 


Thou wouldfſt {leepe if thou could, but thy difturbed 


4 


A Miſer, his thoughts depriue thee of that comfort : To be briefe, 


owne Hang- as thou art in image the beſt, ſo in diſpoſition the. 
mT worlt of all creatures, being thine owne Tymor, thine 
owne hangman; rhat macerates thy ſelfe, and makes 

thy appetite euer inſatjate. D 
I w1ll leade thee into a ſpatious field of Hiſtories, 
where thou ſhale ſee thy immericed minde deblazo- 
ned in her colours , not a merhorable inftruRtion for 
Liberalicy (thy abſolute Opponent) but ſhall bepro- 
duced for thy vſc:that ſeeing the eminence of thy Ad- 
uerſary, thou mailt hate thy ſelfe; and be reconciled at 

laſtrothy toc. 

A comrarietey The Liberall-hearted-man is as much Maiſter to 
19 evo difterit himſelfe, as thou art thine owne Slaue : he furpafſeth 
dilpobiuont. theeinvſcof his owne, and can dire himſelfe by an 
equall proportion, limited cuer oa generally appro- 
ucd end: He hates to draw in the Sailes of his Bounty, 
11 the preſence of deſert, and makes no more account 
of his owne, then to diftribure to athers wants a 
ſhare of his fortunes, nor cſteemes he that his owne, 
of which he hath not power, and in his power can 
frecly gine:He verefies the Verſe(approuing aliberall 
mind: nod nuvquam dederit, nowhabaifſe putat : He 
neuer was/lo farre engaged , 'or enthralled, to any 
[A earthy 
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carthy ſubſtance, as to make ir chiefe-tane-ouer his 
intelleRuall part : he makes this his Poſition, and 
ſcornes it ſhould be controvled by any inferiour ſub- 
ie : To gine, and to delight in piving: And that day The Liberalt 
wherein, (to the moity of his fortunes) he hath not mans Apho- . 
demonſtrated the rare charaQer of his bounty, he 7iime. 
cries out with Titus, e Amics, prraidings diem; This day 
hath bene an abridgement of my generous intentions, 

a reſtraint to my extended minde;T did never ſhow my 
ſelfe, lefſe to be my ſelfe , then in this daies exigent: 
This is he who meaſures vertue for his meere peace 
and contentment, andnor according to ſucceſſe ; he 
ſhows not his liberality for obſeruance, bur peculiar 
ſatisfaRion, for he imagines no greater infelicity,then * 

' to be miſerable; his promiſes are ener relatines with 
his performances : He fcornes to diſſemble with the TheCharas 
world, he neuer annointed his tongue to enrich his, , Liberall 
fortunes, the perfe&t Idjome and CharaCter of his Na« Man. / 
tine Properties is already depitured: 1 will illuſtrate 
this Mirreur of Vertues'with Examplary Mirrours, 

Profefſours of this Vertue: Reade butthe ancient Ko. 

nant Arinals yo! ſhall ſee mavy renowned for Libe- 
rallity,andin Syracs/atoo, for her eminence andex. 

quifite Gouernment noleſſe glorious : In Remea Fa- Examples. of 
bins Maximm : who willingly forgocs his Patrimo- Liveralliry. 
ny, to preferue his Countries reputation : Se enim Pa 

trimony, quam patriam fidei inopem eſe malnir, Paula 

no lefſe renowned, 'and in this more to be obſerued, 

becauſe a woman, whoſe ſex implies'a parſimony, 

releiuing the poore diftreſſed Romanes (coupt vp tn 

tlie walles of Canye) inaking her ſe}fe poore, ro adde 

power (by her bounty) rothe afflicted, 


« Puintn {on{dint (of all moſt memorable) an'Viu. An Vſarer ne= 


rer and Bountifull,a blacke Swan was never rarer: the ,., £09 his 
Pagan Vſurer (it ſeemes) had a conſcience, which Countries 
our Chriſtian Vſarer wants: for in that bloudy,andin.. friend, 
hittiane conſpiracy of (atyhne, ſecond tonone, our \ 

| N 2 Moderne 
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| againſt his 


Fxamples of 
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Moderne Counterbufie, dur Powder-treaſon, excep- 
tec; he remmited all his Debrors, laying his Bils and 
Bands vpon one pile, waking a Bone-fire with them: 
where I make no queſtion, bur the Vſurers contivuall 
Cuſtomers, the Poet eArchias, and his eccho the As 
Gor Koſcius had reaſon ro ſweare : Lnuod nunquam 19- 
nem vidiſſint clartorem: That they neuer ſaw acleeret, 
or mere comfortable fire in all their dayes : It may be 
{ on/idicr did this, becauſe be ſawthe difability of his 
Debtors (tor thoſe Ciuill Commortions had much 
empoucriſhed all Eftates) and therefore itypollicy, 
An Vſurer onceto exprefie his bounty, thought irficteſt to for- 
bounrifull / g1Uue chem that, -which they were not able.to giue, 
More worthy is the memory of QYaintins Flaminins, 
who in an //{/hmiam triumph, in the preſence of his 
Countries foe, the daring Phi/lip of Hacedon, redees 
med ſuch as were P#lips Captiuves at his owne 
charge ; Worthy our obſeruation it is, willing to an+ 
ſwere ſo publique {olemnity, withan vniuerſall-con< 
| cording harmeny, making ſuch free ſpeCtators ,” that 
were before in ſeruitude. | 
The modeſt Prince Hiern of Syracnſa,whoinmeere 
Co compaſſion ot the ſlaughter of the Romanes, at the 
a: onthe Lake Thra/mens,, ſent to the afflicted remnant of 
$y1acuſas, that wofull Army, three handred thouſand Buſhels of 
Wheate,two hundred of Barly, and two hundred and 
feurty pound weight of Gold to releinetheir wants, 
ar d manifeſt his royall bounty, . I may annex the me- 
Planted is this morable example of Gu/liaof Agrigentum, who was 
City Agrige?-"rich in Mines, but much more rich}in minde, alwaies 
mm, on mat rather inclined to diſtribute then ſcrape:ſo as his houſe 
ny un” (and that net vndeſernedly) was called Officina Aſnni- 
LUNT 324481, | . 
| centie,a Ware-houſe of Bounty,erecting monuments 
for publick vic,that the cies of the people mightbe de- 
lighted with ſo gratefull ſpectacles; Here were prepa- 
red ſumptuous tcaſts, ycelding and miniſtring food, 8 
all other neccflarics for the ſultaining Nature, to all 
| 8-04 7 way-faring 


wall. 
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way-faring men, beftowing dowers vpon Maids, and 
reliefe ro the poore, miniſtritg plenty obcomfort (out 
of his royall Exchequer)to ſich as had:fuſtained avy 
detriment,or damage. To be bricſe,be kept phen hoſ- 
pitaliry, receruing fue hundred Cel:n/ian Gentlemen 
atonetime, by occaſion of tempeſt driven vpon his 
coaſt, which he fed at his ownerablez andattheirde- 
parture-royally adorned them with ſumptudus:Gare 
ments, To be ſhort, thou wouldRnor(fatthour Hilton 
ry) have taken him for any mortall, for he was too lis 
berall, but the very Bounties-boſome of propitious 
Fortune, Thou haſt ſeene theſe examples of liberality, 
] wilt now vnrip thy owne casket,andſce what worthy 
pictures thou haftlocktvpin ic. I tee many bagges of 
mould, but not one ragge of conſcience: great Cheſts 
ram'd vp with ivexorable barres, crammed with Aua» 
rice, Famine, and Oppreſſhon, Lucifer is thy Treaſu- 
rer, and prouine a faithfull ſeruant ; for he-will nor 


A M&morzble 
inſtance of 


Hoſpitality, 


cheaterhee for aworld, leſt he ſhould looſe his part- *- 


df thee in the world ro come. Thou commitrteſR' to 


him the Keyes of thy Conſcience; which opensaud 


ſhuts vponall occafions : He bcing one of thy Fami- 
ly, how canft thou chuſe but be proſperous ?; Yee he- 
lecue me, (thy end willbe poore and miſerable) not 
one of thoſe many Angels thoupoſleſicſt, like a pood 
Angell, will guard, or giue thee fo much as the leaſt 
talte of Comfort; I come not roinſtruct thee, likea 
Divine, but to illuſeate my Aſlettions by Hiſtori- 
call Examples, which I have here placcd before thee, 
to detcrre thee from their life, that thou mayeſt auord 
their death, | 0 ole w 

| Auarice,or (which js extended ſyrther)Myferyjwas 
bet exemplified in-Hermen; who to decciugſhts owne 
friends, and deprive them of that w hich he made bjs 
god, athis death,made Himſelfe his &wne Excecutar : 
This man would be loth to looſe (o pretious a'triend, 
.death anuſt; not part bytn- and his 41iches,/ No,que- 
. N 3 "(tion 


_- 
m—. 


&) 2 


[ 


— ee en at IN IRR mus Age. ——_—_ 
CO aa ——— Ewa 


1 Miſerable 


; Durm propr' cm ftorians 


_ Gcellius. ; 


94 A Sarney of Hiſtorie 8. 

tion but his opinion was, he might purchaſe himſelfe 
atabernacle of reft with his ruſt : and cranſlated from 
\. , thevale of earth , might ere himſelfe a manſion of 
ends of rulers. "re gold, forhe carried the ſtuffe with him, Icould 
bets produce infinite other examples, which to auoid 

tediouſneſle I omit, and returne to our Diſcourſe. 
_- Hiſtory may yeeld nolefſe profite tothe Prodigall, 
who makes himſfelfe the laſt of his name; who no {oo-. 
_ ner{yeaoft-times ſooner)chen he hath ſhut his fathers 
yes, opens his fathers Cheſt, and wipes awaythe re+ 
membrance of his Fathers death, with the euidence & 
broad ſeale of his fachers loue : he had need of ſome 
direQion, There be many mazes for the yong man: I 
haue knowne' many expoſed toall delights, and (as it 
were) fold ynder the gage of proſtieurion, who by Hi- 
ſtoricall obſeruations haue nor onely reclaimed their 
formererror, but grew fingular mirrors of purity, No 
queſtion, if {at1/ine, whoſe minde war euer ſubicted 
Our predeceE-.tg/jHlimited affeRions, had but peruſed the excellent 
11. 204997 5H relations of his noble predecMor, he hadnor beene 
> Irion onely able to extinguiſh that common and vniuerſall 
combuſtion, which his aſpiring ſ-irit raiſedro con- 
ſuine his whole Countrey; but had beene memorable 
for his owne atchieucments: forthe beſt of Kowan Hi- 
(that I may vſe the words of the beſt com- 
tatie ſeruantiſſi- mentor ypon (Tſp Salnſiz) ſaw thus mach into his 
mun,vocts diſpoſition, that ſo long as he retired himſelfe from 
tho efatious and mutinous ſpirits, Certhegus, Lentulis, 
wichothers of that hatefull conſort, none ſhewd him - 
himſelfe a more profitable member ro the Common. 
weale, or more ready co endanger himlelfe for her a. 
"baile; imploying hisrimeinſcrious diſcourſes; which 
\norbnely thoderned his affettions, butporfed him to 
theeqitall ballance of a vertuous Uiſcourſe: which af- 
rerirards periſetted by the 'depraued ftrpgeſtions of 
thoſeRuffins,” reduced thofe faire beginnings to no- 
'thing,& himto a miſerable'death;& a6 THY" 
he 
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The very ſame effe& we {rein all other vices (which _» ..,.o 
world be well extepuated};if vicious mindes would 
apply themſelues co theſeandthe like Diſcourſes: we thſories beſt 
ſhould haue qur d1wokargs fee intortheir owne ſhame, , og oF, 
deblazoned by the Epyrotesz - our Epicures by the ra+ | 
venous F'relly, (pending their fortunes in pampering 
their worſt houſhold ſcruant 4 our carnall Brothelliſts, 
| by thoſe impudent; proſtitutes. in Neracy gime, who 
were neuer weary of theirſhame,ri]l cheir publicke fil, 
thineſſe ingendred a loathing inthe. profeſſors them- 
ſelues: looke to theſe mens ends, Oh how long might 
Iproſecute this argument without waut of copious 
difcourſe ! Here producing an Helljogabelu4 ,gencials Inftances of 
ly hated for his ivfatiate luſt, andleaſt pittiedio that famous delin- 
ebbe of his frailty (his miſerable death) when men quenrs. 
vie molt ro be pitticd, bcing attended at his funerals 
with \malicery reproaches ; Here. gaq wee to bury a 
Dogge of diltemperedluſts: there a wanton CAeſſalie 
na, rewarded with a death beſceming her, Hereana- 
ſpiring Sejanm, ſhaken with an vnexpeRed end, and 
made miſerable in his beſt fortunes, interred vith dry 
eyes: For who will picty the fall of Ambition?-There 
an Hereftratz (memorable for nothing bus yilany) 
purchaſing by bis fame,aninfamous cnd. Herea blows 
dy Perils, expert inthe invention of; cruel projegts; 
puniſhed with the torture. of his owne inuentions 
There a flzeriag Paraſite, who c1rcumventsbimſele 
with his owne policie, 110) A5iculongi 
Such exemplary motiues he fiequent1a Hiltories, 
andablein theniſclues (if duly pandercd). i9 egforce 
Nature from herſelfe, and reduce man, primatily addi- 
ed to this or that vice, toa confiderazian of. 1is.Ewn 
eſtace, wiſely forc-leging bis ownedangerby others 
miſery; wiſely cautioningrthe yong/manto leyell his 
affeions at an other ſcope,then the depraued intend» 
wents of the time, whergin he.liucrhg making diffe- 
rence betwixt ſeace and pealon ;; 3be pgge common iq 
: Bealts 
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. Hiftory the Beaſts withmen : the dthtta difiun& propriety onely 
} beſtiouch- ro man from beaſts : For Reaſon, the direreſſe of our 
l| = may vnderſtariding,the limiter of our affeions within ho- 
what is good neſt'bouiids, the Touch-fone to dijudicate what is 
andill, - good, from what is ill, the intelleuall Notion of the 
ſoule, ſhould be ever the conductor of our fancies ; 
les be which is beſt ſhewne; when (+ Antomedon-ltke) we can 
maiſters ouer Celineate Vercnie 19 no better ſhadow, then the Table 
| + oucſelues, vfBirowne kearts ; exprefling our ſelues the beſt by 
TH that, which makes our ſelues the beſt, to wit, in proſe» 
cuting Vertue with an earneſtneſſe, that in the end we 
may become maiſters ofour ſelues,pouernours of our 
affeRions, and right Signiors ouer our in-diſpofed 

K- fancies. 

But to come moreneere thee in this ſecond part of 
my diviſ1on, we muſt diſtinguiſh of the ſeuerall fruirs 
and effeQts of Hiſtory, direed to peculiar ends: As 

firſt, art chou aJouer, anddefireft to complement with 
thy beloued? Thowartin a dan gerous way,andif thou 
wiſely 'ſele& not ſuch Hiſtories, as may (like ſoue- 
raignes)ratherallay & moderate thy brain-ficke paſſ1- 
on, thenkindlethe fire of thy ſenceleſſe reaſon, be-lul- 
led with rightly appariti6s of thy beloutdfaire'one,to 
What exorbicances ſhalt thou be made ſubic ? ButTI 
| know-the nature of thy ſickneſſe : thou art like one 
Who hath eaken poyſon; and though drinke be mortall 
to him, yer he longeth ourof all meaſure for it, There 
is 60 ſubieCt ſofittiag thy kumor, as amorons' Son=- 
nets, Hiltoricall Relations, caroliig out the diſcon- 
| tents of vnlatisfied love. 
| Leanier {wimming over Helleport, to crop a bloſ- 
ſome alreay cropped.” eZchilles retiring difconten= 
Paſſions pro- ted for the luſle of his Briſezs, Aganiemuon for his Chry- 
ccedingitrom ſecs: theſe arcſubiefts fit for thy Loue,ſicke fancic; 
1 £29" 5h whereas oppoſites to loue, (Morall Relations; inftru- 
ouergzXce Ring thee iſs more equall & reaſonable path 600 
gu | path) would 
| 1.9 Þetter cure thy difeaſe, and bring theeroan ynderfian; 
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ding ofthy ſelfe. Abſence(we ſay)from our Miſtrefſe, , 
makes vs molt forgerfull of her; and leſt we thihke 

of her when we diſcourſe of Arguments leaſt corcer- 
 ningher; whileſt reading Idle pamphlets, the very 

bane and canker of Youth; and Age too: for Age is as | 
ſ\ubie& to dotage, as Youth to fancy, putting vs in comm og oy: 
miade of out former diſtrating jorond, crying : Nee? 

me minor vrget amor: with hard-hearted Miſtreſſe, in- 
conſtant Dame, fickle in affeion, inconſtantin thy 
reſolution, ſhedding as many teares as would drowne 
our Miltreſſe,if ſhe were not ſo light, as ſhe is able'ro 
beare herſelfe abouc water, Alaſke poore louer! and 
whereto ſo many fruitleſſe wiſhes, {o diſcomfortableg 
laments, ſo diſcordant ecco's of redoubled fighes, 
eAJe me unhappy ? Thou knoweft not how theſe rea- 
ſonlefſe perturbations: make thee more lothed then 
loued, more intranced then fancied; and more belea- 
gred with paſſions a-new,then to ſaluethoſe paſſions 
wherewith thou walt tormented of old. 

Reade the continent life of Zenecrates, dedicated 
wholly to chaſtity ; not a Las (though neurrſo mo- 
tive) can induce him to gage his reputation toa harloe, 
Reade me the noble diſpoſition of Scipio eAffrican, 
who ſcorn'd to make himſelfe aflaueto his fancie, the ; , vpon the 
royall minde of that potent Alexander, who would not Hiſtory of 4n- 
captiue h1 affeion to his Captive : the yndeſtained toy and Cleo- 
re{olucion of the Matron «Antonia, wife to Druſus ; 04574. 
that chaſte Tragedian Sophocles,who being demanded, 
whether he cuer applied his minde to ſcoſuall sffeRi- Yid. Val, Max, 
ons, replied : Dy meliora: Heauen forefend 1 ſtrumper lib .4xcap.39. 
ſhould put on a Tragicke Bus kio, Theſe continentre- 
lations will reduce thy ftragling motions to:a more 
ſerled and retired harbour, | 

But yer I mult proceed further; Art thou ambiti- 
ous, and haft both wings and will ro flye? Thou atr 
ſoaring with cars, andthy waxen wings (no queſti- 
on) mult be diſfolued with /carm; he gaue aſca a 
O name z 


ſhe fall of 
Paralics. 
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name ; buitthou haſt 8 ſeain thine: ewne braine, thon 
act florng, ani (Camelionlike) feedeſt vpon the aire 
ot thy owne fancy : Thouart now for building a ſe- 
cond 'Pyramides in the aire; and no doubr but thou 
wauldſt perte&ttby intentions, if death preuent thee 


Thou art « vainefoole; thou ſeeft many daily decli- 
ning merits yndeſeruing, raiſed to height above them - 
ſelucs: not a Senator, or ſage Purple Father, but ſub- 
iecRed ro an vndeſeuuing cenfure : and whar is the 
equſe? Why,honour procurethi cenſure; nd ver thou 
artwell; (cru well), [8tely retired, nor enuied; nor 
nialigned by the oppoſites of ereatneſſe; and yetthou 
defiteſt (like morher /Phatas) to ſhine i11 the eye of 
the Court, ro ſhew thine owne admitation by a yaine 
flouriſh, commenting on": thine owne perieHtions, 
which need ſome evpofition t fort they cannordemens- 
ſtrate themſelues, Alafle,how ſtrangely art thou tranſ- 
ported aboue thy ſelfe ! not apprehending how the 
meanes of rifing oft=timesprocure an vnexpected fall, 
Confiderthy owne vnbeidled deſires, and ſeeketo re- 
prefie them, Ipray thee doz/and take this 6bſeruance 
with thee : Neuet looke into, cither Moderne Hiſto- 
ries, or Antient, for the proie6&ts, how they grounded 
the foundation of theirplots ; but 2ime at the end and 
event oftheir defipnes, what iſfue they had: there thou 
ſhalc ſee a (ar reigne long, 'and attaine the very 
height of his hopes; yet his continuance 8bridged,and 
his new-eftabliſhed Monarchy (in himlelfe) quizervi- 
nate ina ſtab, Here a $#janma (who was Feroxſcelerw) a 
great hunter after cruelty, become the laſt of his aſpi» 
1ing defirrs, andthe fponge'(tsTacits obſerveth)who 
being ſquiſed, only entichedhis Emperours fortunes, 
2nd made himſelfe miſerable by his owne fall: foram- 
bitious men, who leap to greathefle, for the molt parr, 
. hop without heads, and tdo late repent their mad- 
;neſle, Fe 77-84 : 
To 
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To run 0es every vice particularly; Would requize 
aTrcaciſe ampler of themlelues, than I haue aloited:/Third Branch, 
my iclte, Proceed Il-muſt to my third branch, Thepar. Particular | 
ticular profite which redennds to euery private flats or fam- pom Le 
ly, from ascourſer of this natyre, Iknow that the natural! a ; mor 4 
deprauation of man 15 ſuch, as that he fixeth hisminde erfons. 
vpon that, which (for the moſt part) conferres leaſt 
profite, and moſt delight x this is liuely exemplified c- 
uen in Hiſtoricall Diſcourſes ; where we ſhall ſec men 
(for the moſt part)rather addicted to fabulous Trauels, 
the ſuruey of range and never- heard of Ilands, pro- 
digious frghts, Monſters, Chymera's, and mcerg imae 
ginary fancies, then.toſuchnarrationsas might mini» 
ter inſtruction aud bencfite to cuery particular Rea- 
der, Some we ſee delighted with the {trange and.in» 
credible, miracles of CHandewl/; others with the vis 
Qorious combats of our Beni of South-hampton : gy What fabu- 
thers, mexe conuerſant with the mapicke Hiſtories of 1915 Hiſtories 
our time (prodigies in part meerely inuented,) And ——_— 
| laſtofall. {which in my iudgement 13 worſt of all) o- ng 
thers withthe phantaſticke writings of lome ſuppoſed ; 
Knights; {Don 2 vatte transformed. into a;Knight 
with the Golden Peſtle), with many other fruicleſle in. 
uentions, moulded onely for delight withour prafite, 
Theſe Hiftorzes I alrpgether exclude my Occonomy, or 
priuate faivily ; I have culd.out more beneficiall Dil. 
courlcs fex,youtbro;cmploy themſclues withall; pro- 
ducing «-ſubieQfom,rxhepure Cabbin of Truth : not 
from the braioe of eugry Quackeſaluer, that runs out 
his inventions by ſelling lycs at grefleeſalc, 

To cxpreſſc our L4tre Authors I need not, ſe much 
is our Countrey bevelited by Tranſlators,as the Neat 
heard in this Houcll may diſcourſe as well of Cornelius 
Tacitn (if he haow bis mothers tongue) as our beſt, 
Latmuift, ln my opmipn no Argument better for in- 
firuRion then that Authour: andif Iſhould dwell yp. 


on one, I had rather SLTPan his phraſes (though 


2 ſcemingly 
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ſeemingly perplexed) then any other Roway Authour, 
rid. invit how perſpicuous ſocuer. =E 
| Neron,  * Trangquill: writes true, but he vnrips the immode- 
' ſties of the time with too long diſcourſe ypon euery 
particularvice. Nothing (ſaith 2wimtillizn) canbe c- 
ſteemed moreperfect, then the elegancy and brevity 
Aut Getin Of Salafts ſpeech (Preſertim apud vacuas & eruditas au- 
' Nott Attic, 78) andI affent to his opinion; the ſingularity of his 
phraſe was (which may ſeeme ſtrange) without affe- 
Qation : ſoe Ault Gelling ( a very eAriſtarchn for the 
fearch of Antiquities) teſtifieth of him, Neither was 
Fabiug afraid toentitle him, The chief of the Roman Hi- 
ftorians, as Thucydiaes the Prince ofthe: Greciqns, Yet 
in theſe Hiſtories there is an exactnefle of vnderſtan- 
ding required; and more! do their writings conduce: 
=. - toſtate-affajres, then private and domeſticke employ- 
il | ment, is 41.153 009176 
| | I will retire my ſelfe to ſuch as mayyeeld the teader 
nolittle profit by conſideration had tothe itdgments 
Ld. of God; modefily mixing morall inftrutionswith a 
ſweet variety of divine diſcourſe : a matter which may 
feeme dire&ly oppoſite ro myfirit intentivn, but is-Hot 
ſo; for theſe Hiſtories which I meane to produce, arc 

- Zo/ephns come 1o grounded vpon infallible truths, as inthat reſpect 

mendcd. they may ſeeme to merite a morally diuine Title, 1oſe- 
51 phu works Teſpecially entertaine into my Family, as 
' Circumſiices belt deſcribers ofthe judgments of Gad,exprefers,to 
_. inthelewith thelife,of an obJurate and Riffe-necked generation. 
Wairc SUe(art Here to behold the incomparable beauty of that glo- 
Emceier beau is Temple(therype of the Ceeleſtial Temple)foun- 

ry tO the Diſ- ; 4 . 

. courſe. ded by that wiſeſt of men, & that peace of Princes, S4- 
Ieſpacian is © Fomon, defaced, and that Cirty which was once called, 
faidto huus The Cittyof the great King, demoliſhed, and laid leuell. 
el chil pit- with the ground, Then ro dire our eye ro the won- 

| ed where Aderfull iudgments of Godin raifing civil diſcoxgde, and 
83 our Sauiour  Mtinies amongſt the [ewes themſelues, the ercateſt 
was taken, means of theirſuþucrſion, the main prediQtiss of their 
| ruine,. 
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ruineand ytterdeſtruion, before theſe warres came 1s Moutem Ol- 


ypon them, yet tlieir impieties not a whit leſſened, 
theirarme of finne ſhortned, or remorſe of conſci-. 
ence excited; no refuge tothe Religious, but defence 
co the wicked in euery place of the Citty miniſtred: 
Then ſurveigh the pollution of that Sacred Temple, 
where Altars were once ereted,Peace-offcring ſacri- 
ficed, and the prayers of the holy conſecrated to 
God; there nought bur effuſſion of bloud, flaughters 
amongthemlelues (an occurrent remarkeable) com- 
mitting no leſſe Maflicres vpon themſelues, in the 
ceaſing of warre, then the Rowanes did in the heate of 
warre: Being wholly expoſed co tyrannicall FaCtions 


harum caſira. 
metans,@nc. 


inthe Citry; to expoſe themſelues to Romane ſerui- The iudgment 


tude moreecafily, Theſe examples of Gods Iuſltice, 
are worthy our obſeruation, to admoniſh vs of our 
peculiar duties, carefull how we offend, ſerious in the 
adminiſtration of Iuftice:For how ſhould we think he 
will fpare the Wilde Vine, that hath thus dealt with 
his owne Naturall Vine? When he hath delt thus with 
the Greene Tree, whatwill he do with the Dry Tree? 
That Vine wasplanted with his owne Hand, watered 
with the dew of his efpecialleſt fauours from heauen, 
dreſſed and pruned, yet behold the wilde Boare hath 
rooted it vp: Ft ſegereſtvbiTroia fuit ; The truth of 
thar Hiſtory is ſo vndoubred, as beſides his owne con- 
cordance in relating , there is none that euer made 
queſtion of the truth and verity thereof, compoting 


of Godin that 
Hiſtory moſt 


temarkeable. 


' what he wrote, not by report of others, who lpeake | 


(for moſtpart) as they areaffeted, but by the appro- 
bation of his owne eyes, the beſt outward diretrefies 
to inward knowledge, To this Novle Hiſtorian (for 
| he was Nobly drſcended) I may adde thoſe excellent 
Grecke Writers, worthy and memorable: as Nicepho- 
ri, Evagoras, Socrates,& c, For their Diuine examples 
plecitifull , the ſucceſſe of the Chriſtians amidſt the 

ticaunics of the cruclleſt Emperours wonderfull : the 


Diuiac Hiſto- 
rics, 


O } diucrſe. - 
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diverſe ſorts of torments by thoſe Tyrants invented, 
- pictifull ; and the diſmall and terrible end of thole 
Bloud-fuckers, fearefull, Heere thou ſhalt ſee an 


| Inlency pa- Herod traniported aboue himſelfe, with the acclama- 
nihels tion of hispeople: Not the woyee of Man, but of God: 


And preſen:ly behold his porape conuerted into 
loathſomneſle, his precedent ioy,to a ſubſequentpen= 
ſiucneſſe, and the cxcellency of admiration to a ſud- 
daine amazedneſle; he that ſeemed before a God, and 
no man, is now by God made the miſerableſt of man, 
forlorne and deiedted : Nay,'if we would obſeruethe 
whole current of their Hiſtories, we ſhall ſee in them 
that God cuer vſed to recompence the offendeur with 
a punifhment of the like nature : Nicephorus reports, 
An excelleng how Herodias daughter hauing begged the head of 
example. lobn Baptiſt, chanced oONa time to g0 GUCT 2 maine Ri- 
Punithment uer,frozen ouer with Ice, where the Ice preſently par- 
alluding tothe tinpreceiued her, and meeting againe cut off her 
1-0 ” head, atrue and euident teſtimony of Gods judge- 
ment, 

The like of that Blaſphemous wretck [aliav,a foulc 
mouth d detraCtor from the glory of God : whoona 
time mocked a Chriſtian for calking reuerently of the 
Bowels of CxisTsS Cormpaſſions : but what end 

Bla!ph2my cameof this miſerable Atheiſt: His bowels fell out of 
puniihcd. his belly being thruſt through with a TJaueling , con-' 
feſſting the power of God with a regreate, ſaying: - 
Viciftt 6 Galilee, &c. yet vouchſaling tobeſtow no bet- 
ter name on him, then Gali/ean, a fearcfull end' of a 
moſt prophane Blaſphemer. 
The like of Dvocleſpan that crueii Emperour ( and 
a great perſecutor of the Chriſtians ) who, whilſt he 
raigned ſcemed little or nothing to feare the Diuine 


1k Power of hecauen, yet the Hiftory records, that Feare 


was the greateſt occaſion of his death, no, that he di- 
ed by a voluncarry feare,very icalous of the Aire,leaſt 
it ſhould peirce his Braine, 

Thele 
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\ Theſe examples extrated from infallible grounds, 

may ſeemne rhe iudicious vaderſtanding of the Gra- 

veſt, and fietcRt for Private Families , where: order js 
belt attained by examples: Wevſe moſt co be moued, 
when we ſee rhe end of ſuch a man, to caution vs; | 
who hauing led his life ſecurely, concludes cheperiod j-;4 ;,4.:.,, 
of his daies as miſerably : And ſome haue TI knowne 4: educ, virgin, 
euen of the difcreqteſt and molt yertuous parents, who 1.45? 
to deter their children fromDrunkenneſle, vſed (like 
as the Epirores did with their children) to hang the pi. an vſuall 
cure of zHog wallowing ina filthy pudle , with this meancs of re- 


Infcriprion on it: claimingdtun- 
kards from 


h their beſtiall 
Vunc E brine affet ome 6lthineſſe. 


Ne, ſnem. ſumpſiſe ſuam formam: 


Drunkard, if thou wowuldſt ſee this forme of thine, 
Come here and /ee't depittured in a Swine, . 


The laſciuious and ſenſuall worldling , deciphered 
with this charatter : ©7h4 hanging ina chaineof,, _.. 
oold about her father Cyneras bed, with this [mpreſſ, we 24 y = " 

Hine amor vt tenuit ſuſpendet. phcred, 
The miſerable wretch that makes his gold his 
| God, beſt expreſſed by TMenedemiis, with his Spade, 
deluing and digging for life, with this Motr: 
Sic mihi drvithas Famuliq, parts, . 

Trewelt deciphering of all vices, proceeding from 
the exemplary cuenrs of delinquents, committing 
whartthey like, and art laſt feeling what they like not: | 
The beft gouerniment inpriuate, proceeds from Hi. Forming 
tories, and the ſerious reading thereof: the vertuous OT OT 
Macron ſquaring her courſe, by that modeſteſt of Ro- ar Ts <= 
man: Dames Lncyetia, making her (colum her therum) be diſpoſed, 
her Diſtaffe , her beſt companion in her bed , when 
her husbatid was abſent : No vitious minde can de- 


prauc her , ſheis fighting at home with her ownepal- 
ſions, 


Hiſtorians 
moſt pcofita- 
ble to the 
Common- 
wcalc. 


© 


Enmity a- 
mongſt Hiſto- 
rians them- 
ſclucs. 
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fions, whilſt Celatine her husband , fights in the field 
againſt his Countries enemy: But you ſhall ſee Lents- 
Iu and eArans, their wiues rioting, and revelling, in 
their husbands abſence, 

' If our Hiſtorians,now a daies, would employ theic 
Lampes and Olle in the delivery of profitable Hiſtory, 
ſuch as might rather tend co the cheriſhing of the vn- 
ripned bloſlomes of vertue, then the nippivg of them: 
How happy members were they , yea :that I mayvſe 
Szlufts words, though they retired themſelues from 
publicke affaires, yet; Mains commodum ex e9 0159, 
quam ex alierum negotys Reipmb: venturum : Yet ſuch 
haue beene the depraued humours of former times, 
that the beft Obſeruors and Relators, hauc purchaſed 
little, ſaue enuy, for theic Labours : No, the very chie- 
feſt Hiſtorians haue oppoled themſelues one againſt 
another, 

Tits Living was ſo violent againft poore Salyft (as 
Seneca oblerueth) as he obiected that certaine things, 
Tranſcribed by Salut out of Thucydiags, though elce 
gantly applyed, yet by him depraued and corrupted; 
which «Azreluu Fulcia alſo, noteth tobedane, as it 
were, of ſctpurpoſeby Salut, to derogate from the 
exccllency of Thacyaides Writings: A meere detraQti- 
onto ſuch a worthy Authour : Bur what workes me- 
riting emulation, haue not euer had enuy fortheir at- 


' tendants, I concciue the reaſon to proceed from that 


' Heſod 1.110, 


of Heſad, who inferretiuin Profeſſions , none to be 
more apt to ently one another, then ſuch as be of one 
Trade: Figulus fizulum edit: Truc,tor where either fin- 
gularity is required, or hope of gaine, there enuy is 
cuer thooting her impoiſoned Arrowes: And (for the 
molt part) enuy raigneth there moſt , where our la- 
bours delerue moſt : The low Mufhrome is ſeldome 
rouchcd by the violence of any Tempeſt, but the pee- 
ring Cedar is cucr expoſed to all ychemencies, For 
the particular yſc of Hiſtories, andtheir fivice, I have 


oathered 
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gathered theſe Obſeruances, extraſted from a iudici- 
ous Writer: Expert he was in all Hiftoticall Relati- 
ons, as his apt fimilitudes more. fully demonſtrate; 
what they are I haue heere ſet downe, and as con+ 
teaedly (as I could imagine) for the benefire of cue- 
ry vaderſtanding Reader.” '&t 


If Hiſtory comprehend init any ceertaine docu» A compendi- 
ments for the inſtrution of mans lite, I ſuppoſe it ex- 0u3 <:\courle 
pedient for all men; as well to/ſele@ and make vie of *' *< 95902 


ir, asto ruſh yiolently into ſuch moſt plenrifull and 
fruirfull fields of Hiſtory , where all -exemplary 
grounds are in ample ſort propounded. For what 
can be morepleaſant, or mere profitable, then in the 
Theatre of mans life; ſo, ro be made wary and wiſc by 
other mens harmes-(and that without harme) as to fir 
in ſafety, and yet to be inſtruſted in all parts without 
icopardy : chufing out examples 'of all kind , which 
thou maiſt apply vnto thy owne peculiar yſe, vpon all 
occafions : And whereas Hiſtory , is conuerſant of- 
times intheſecretelt counſels, importing the weigh- 
tieſt affaires of the greateſt Perſons :.we that are men 
do with greateſt appetite couet them, as hkewiſe ro be 
interreſſed in their euents, becauſe ic is iwpoſlible 
(through the ſhortneſſe of mans life) otherwiſe to 
abridgethe ſuccefſions of times, bythe limit of our 
forgerfull memory: ortoſecethe proſperous fortunes, 
ſucceſſes, and ends of Empires, or manifeſtly rocon- 
ceiue the cauſes of evils, either priuate or publique; 
or in cuery hard and difficult afſay, to haue a preſident 
before our eyes, of ſuchthings avwere ttycd before 
vs, or which were in hazard before they were attemps 
ted by vs: And that I may ſpeake all in one word; to 
;udge of things preſent, by things paſt, which is the 
property of a wiſe man, and diſcreetely to fore-ſce of 
whar is tO come by all ſucceeding cuents,; Bur itbe- 
commethys, to come fo much. the better furniſhed, 
by how much our Hiſtory is- with all fruics better 

| P fraught, 


profite of H:- 
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fraught andrepleniſhed: And whereas there is the vee 
ry ſame difficulty io judging rightly, as well of our 


_ owne, a$.anothers life ; there is none that can duely 


An apt fimili- 
tude, 


(how piercing-ci'd ſocuer) iudge of anorhers life, 
that hatrhnot meaſured his owne: of both fades iris to 
be implyed, thatnot onely a maine difficulty is heere 
placed, bur alſo before we be te this Hiſtory ad- 
dreſſed, jt is required neceſſarily , that webe nor one- 
ly endued witha certaine Civill Wiſdome and Mode. 
ration, but alſoro have our les grounded on afſerled 
iotention volefſe we will be miſcrably, and that per. 
perually , deluded with the vaine illuſtons of this 
life, 75 4 | 

For cuen as it fares in a moſt ſumptuous and royall 
Banquet, repleniſhed with all forts of dainties, one 
thing ſeemes delightfull ro one which is diftaſtfull ro 
another, ſew thingsare liked of all, cuery one being 
beſt pleaſed with his owne, though all diſhes be alike 
tothe Glutton: And as cuery one's appetite is, ſo is: 
he affeRed; yet there is 2 meane { which Nature hath 
ordained) and acertaine kind of nouriſhment, which 
19 it ſelfe is meercly imple and vncorrupted, and beſt 
agrecing with our bodies: From which, whoſocucr 
departeth ſo, as he crammeth himſelfe aboue the 
bounds or'determination of Nature, will finde more 
10conueniencythen profice inir :; So jnthis diverſity 
of mans life, thoughthere be a thouſand formes, and 


- athoufand purpoſes , andas euery one is reſolued in 


minde and judgement, ſo he iudgeth of his owne 
and anothers life : yer there is one onely path of ver- 


tue, which whoſocuer keeperth and obſcrueth wiſely, 


he onely maaketh vſe of his life really. Others, as in 
a doubrfull ſupper, when they inuicethemſelues to all 
pleaſures, can neither find out in themſelues or 
others what might deſerve imitation,or whereto they 
might make recourſe : But if there be any thing 


2wwen to man by Nature, whichis in his power to _ e 
well 
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well or ill, it behoueth him to vſc great circum. 
ſpeRion in the vſe thereof ; Bur what is Fel pray thee, 
that will yſe mareexaR conſideration in all his words 
and works(by the direRline of vertue)chen in the vſe 
of ſuch meaces as arcſet before him? And who thinks 
not himſelfe ſufficiently inſtruRed herein? In which 
how wonderfully are men deceived? Suppoſing that 
Diſcourſe to be Hiſtory, which teacheth the Reader, 
miniſtring ro bim marrer of learning(yet ſo)as a Ban- 
quet miniſireth. vieand appetite to euery one as ke is 
afiefed. | 4 4 

This is the reaſon that we ſee ſome ſo delighted 
with the ſweetneſſe 'of reading, as obeying their 
owne pleaſure,they looſe the incſtimable fruits there- 
of,Such haue no other ſcope inal! Hiſtories,then.with 
which our Generous Muſitions, vſe to paſſe time 
away, vpon their Inſtruments, employed in reading 
onely,to ſpend their weary houres, which be preſently 


encountred with more weariſomeneſſe: For theres no ,,,v, voluptcs 
pleaſure inst;which hath no reference to Uerte,the glitte= eft que non ref: 
ring obic& of glory and ambition exciteth others, and picit virtutem, 


that which ſhowes aflexibility of minde ja all ocker 
things, vyainely cranſports them to euery braue and 
eminent image,forgetfull how glorious and remarke+ 
able examples are produced by Writers; not onely tg 
follow vertuc, and contemne honour offered vs;burif 
a Competitor were admitted.ys to'countermaund the 
authority of our honour, to endure him with pati- 
ence; yet, though none bur fooles will purpoſetoaſ. 
pireto fach merited excellence , without the like me. 
riting vertue : We ſee many men, by the very reading 
of excellent things, toaſtein themſelues a certaine 
kind of excellency, arrogating much to themſelues, 
and ceſembling choſe Tragedians, who imitate the 
State of ſuch perſons they repreſented, after they 
' have put off their Habits. . - : 
There be alſo (but of theſe the 
| 2 


ce be but a few) 
whom 
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whom new, and vnacuſtomed things do delight (men 

of vulgar apprehenſion) who hearing the State of 

Emperors,for the moſt part, more eſteeme the Purple 
© a... 4: thenthe Man, the Picture then the Work: So effe #1 - 
©4 reper in t1 , : . ER. 
7 imer;- all a force, doth Hiſtory exerciſe, and imprint inthe 
ibs. ”  minde of the Reader. 

Now it is the ſcope, and draugnt of all Hiſtories to 
excite mans ſloth, and toarme him againſt all dangers; 
aad whereas the force of examples (then which no- 
thing can be imagined more powerfulltoperſwade) 
tend eſpeciallytothat end; it commeth to paſſe that 
by the ſecurity of men (who .thinke other mens 
harmes little. or nothing to concerne them) ſuch 

« things (as in themſelues are memorable and worthy 
obſernatien) be read and heard witha deafeand care- 
leflecare, | 

To briefe, there be ſome alſo (which one would 
Hardly thinke) offend in a more ſevere, and critnticke 
kind'sf reating : As if things ſhould nor'be writ as 
they were done, 'but-as they ought to'hane beene, 

" 06he. Wherefore, partly by this curiofiry,-parely by: 
thatſeeurity (the very ſurfet of confuſed and raſh rea- 
ding) ircommeth to paſſe (as in a body peſtred with 
corrupt humors) that a certaine xa=%«, of ill diſpoſi- 
6n of ' indgement and opinion , which oughtelpeci- 
ally tobe ſound and frncerein the courſe of our life, 
and a «v-eat or bad termperature, converting allffood | 
toillhumours, vſeth to be contraftedinvs: And 
a5 meate auatlech ſuch'as be diſtempered nothing, ſo 
noprofite at all by theſe meanes is miniftred roour 
reading. A | LL 

I ſuppoſe thou ſeeſt how the very ſame reaſon is in 
reading Hiſtory, & diſpofing the courſe of thy life:but 
this i5 certainly the greateſt difficulty (ro "_ theper- 
yerſenes of our tndgmeer, which is the ſpeciali'ſt cauſe; 
that we are not moued with'examples as weonght, 
bit What way x5 &nr mindsis inclined and feed | 

1004vY, 8 1 molt - 


ASaruty of Hiſtortes. - 109 
moſt: and this difficulty is no leſſe then the other : for- 
aſmuch as writers fo deſctibe things done, asthey do” , 
not onely earry fauotr, but follow their owne zp- wes. mma 4 
petites (like ſome Builders) euer interpoſing their j;,,,44 hubex- 
owne peculiar judgements, (of their owne accord) tes, 
praiſing ſome things, (though not praiſe-worthy;) 
and whatſocuer liketh them, they imagine it worthy 
approbation: which (ſurely) if they did imply,it were 
eaſie to conſent or diflent vnto them, Bur euen as 
Cookes (forthe moſt part)do more reſpect their Mai- Gulam ſepius 
ſters palate then his profite: Euen ſo an Hiſtorian (1 quam commo- 
could wiſh the moſt did not ſo) applies himſclfeto the 44m Heri //c- 
appetite ofthe Reader, We ate oft-times therfore de- _—_ 
luded by theſe two meanes, our owne Tludgement, 
and the prejudice of the Author, not laying things 0- 
pen and naked,as they were done, 

An Hiſtorian is the beſt interpreter'of Actsatchie- 
ued; whoſe judgement, if it chance to be corrupt, it 
commeth to paſſe, as when Wine (ofit ſelfeneat and 
generous) takethicither ſoine waft of the Caske, or is 
corupted by ſome other diſtaſt, whicheither proceeds 
fr6 animpoſture,or folly great &intollerable,We may 
ſee inone onely example, the iudgement of the writer: 
The'prophane Hiſtorian aſcriberhthe cuents of feri+ 
ous and weighty affaires, to the councell and induſtry 
of men; 21-be-it he hath ſufficiently tried how fowly 
thoſe men were deceiuedin the events, 'Hence it is 

thatmen bedrawneto great folly ; 'that they, whoſe 

knowledge was ſcarce ſufficient forthe conſideration 

of things ſubiced before their eyes; and whoſe force 

and 'ftrength not mach execeded-Jittle Wormes, 

ſhould by one/{(nall ſucceſſe artrogare the gouernmaenc 
of che whole world viito them, Bur a good Hiſtorian 

teacheth thus : Things (faith he) are purpoſed by Man, 
out diff oſed,and moderated by God; of MPa he riddeth 
the ſcrupulous reader both of folly and ſuperſticion(a 
miſchiofc-nolef{othemthe other:) and in all other,pros 
$027 P. 7 PLICtCS 
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prieties good Hiſtorians (whoſe Aludies are onely 
conſecrated to holinefle) ought not to be ignorant of 
the Agent and Inſtrument wherein they differ, and 
what be their ſeucrall effeAs: the one mouing,and the 
other moued. But eſpecially I admoniſh thee to this 
end ; that whereas I obſerue many Authors of thae 
kinde, who for their exceeding force of innumerable 
examples, deſcrue to be read; Icould wiſh that the 
Nonice-reader diſcuſſe with himſelfe as circumſpeMl 

and ſeriouſly as he can by propoſing to himlelfe both 
the fruits which might redound, & the dangers which 
might occurre him in his reading : Forto one that 
runnneth ouer all Hiſtories curſorily, or who raſhly 
and vnaduiſedly ſpends his time without any exat ob- 
ſeruance, oſpriuate or publicke duties, it commeth to 
paſſe as to Countrey Clownes, who in ſacking of a 
nezghbour Citty,take ſpoile of fome Apothecariesſhop 
well furniſhed with all receits ; where, prouoked with 
the ſweetneſſe of ſome junkets or ſpices, being the 
firſt that came to their hands, and imagining the reſt 
to be of the ſame ſort, they ſwallow, ſup vp, deuoure, 
and gormandize all before them ; whereby preſently 
ſome arc taken with a ſtrange diſcaſe, others with a 
phrenſie, molt are bereft of life; none but rangely 
diſtempered, which occaſions laughter through all the 
Army : For as Mans hfe (ſs Hiſtory the Image of Mans 
life) hat b ber commodities and diſcommod;ties : for the Go- 
wernment of Mans life conſiſteth oncly in the wſe of his 
bfe, , 
In theſe ColleRions, as ina molt cleare mirror, 
may our yong Gallant ſec into his erors : he ſhall be 
of neceſſity forced to diſtaſte himſelfe, till he haue re- 
linquiſhed his mid-night reuels, ſurceaſed from his 


licencious meetings, and reduced his diſconſorting 


paſſhons vnto a calme & retired harbour; here the pub- 
licke Magiſtrate ſhall be able to diſpoſe of him- 
ſelfe, and Office deputed ynto him ; ſeeing matters. 


worthy..\. 
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worthy imitation, and precepts worthy the Graneſt 
and Ripeſt Conſideration : oneto [nftru&t, others to 


Corre&, and all to make pert« this whole medule of 


Man, 


any pÞiRture ſo well as i: portrayes it ſelfe, And what 


inſtcuRtion better then that which comes from Hifto- 


ry, where the true Image of our life is delineated, 
Vertue in her beſt coloursexpreſſed, and Vice (with- 
our either ſhadow or pretence) laid open and naked. 


The Philoſophers Axiome is : Omme quod non ens eff, 
malum eſt, And worſe then no being, (haue they) who 
meaſure out their lines without a due proportion 
drawne from others, and applied tothemſelues In- 
truRion is the light of Being, the GireQtreſſe of Ti- 
ving, and the beſt Schoole-miſtreſſe that diſciplines 
Vs :— ur Stares publicke are managed by her, Offi- 
ces priuate admiſtred by her, andthe wiſeſt men haue 
defired to poſſeſic her, No Beauty more permanent, 
Gemme more cminent,or Treaſure more excellent; Ie 
beautifies itſelfe, and no Phyaias could euer portray 


InſtruQgion 
the light of 
vnderſtanding 


The Prodigall reades, and fees himſelfe repreſented in Hiſtories mir. 
another perſon, he ſees the miſerable end of others, oy tor all 


which (ynlefſe he will fall with openeyes) muſt needs 
- caution himſelfe: he ſees haire-brain'd courſes, leaue 
both patrimony and reputation behindethem : Pene- 
oper Woers, ever woing, neuer winning. The miſera. 
ble wretch, that pincheth himſclfe to enrich his vn. 
thankfull poſterity, may ſee the fruit of gathering per- 
dicionto himlelfe, and oft-times occaſion of ruine and 
ſpeedy deſolation to his ſurfeirting heire, Here the 
braue Souldier feeth his owne fame; acts duly and ful- 
ly expreſſed : not a famous exploite(deſerning memo. 
ry) muſt be ſilenced, but the very name of the Agent, 
roexcite others the more)muſt be recorded, Here the 
effeminate Milke-ſop, that fights beſt vnder his La- 
dies flagge, firſt man that will come to a laſciuious 
Banker, bur laſt that will.cometo a pitched field: he 


(1: 


accs, 
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Hiſtories muſt (T ſay) muſt ſhew himſelfe, though ſmally to his cre- 


dite : yea, eA/cybrades (though otherwiſe well deſer- 
uing of his Countrey) muſt be ſer out in his igneMi- 
nious death, as well as his memorable life ; giuing vp 
the Ghoſt in the lappe of his Concubine Tymanara. 
Abſolute Hiſtories will not admit cf the leaſt con- 


- cealement ; bur repreſenting euery AR, Perſon, and 


Euent, vſeto illuſtrate what is worth infitting ypon,o0- 
mitting (or atleaſt,curſorily paſſing euer) more fruit- 
leſle ſubiects ; and how delightfull may it ſeeme to e- 
uery iuditious man, when in reading of Ancient Re- 
cords, he conferres the ftratagems of warre then vſed, 
with the preſent obſeruance of this time ; ſees {and 
ſceing) notes the ſundry diſpofitions of men,how no- 


ibleinthemſelues, and how generally efteemed inuin= 


Rome in her 
decay compa- 
rcd tO thc 
Ph&siy. 


"cible, by aſudden conuerfion laid low, beneath the 


tirrop of Fortune,and madeaſpettacle of Fate, Then 
to obferue ſtates, better gouerned in their decline then 
in their height; and farre more able in power, when 
in the eye of the world leaſt powerfull, The Romans, 
when they had attained the very height of felicity, 
that all Gouernements were their Tiibutaries, then 
they began to ſtoope moſt vnder their burdens; and 
pecſled with their owne grandevure, ſeemed to imitate 
the Phanx, wao weary of her ſelfe, defired to haue 
her aſhes renewed, but herſelfe extinguiſhed, What 
ambitious Tyrants proud of their owne ſtrength, and 
ſecure of Ciuine power, are laid flat in the height of 


heir expectancies: ſo as wherethey plarced the foun- 


A Chriſtian 
contideration 
ot the power 
and Maiclty, 
of God. 


dation of their hopes, there they were molt defeated, 
to expretiethe providence, & all-working Maieſty of 
God,who diſpoſcth'ofall gouernments,pulling down 
the tyrannical] Empires, and ſetting wife and diſcreet 
Princes in their place ; and no motiue {ofprophane 
writings ) more effectuall then Hiſtories, todraw ysto 
aconhderation of our ſelues, and the Maictty of God, 
whole exccllencic beautifies this yniuerſe, teaching vs 

| 0 
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to admire, and(in our admiration) to tremble and 
feare,having recourſe ro the incomprehenſible iudge- 
ments, and ſecret coun'els of the Almighty, 

Euery priuate Family may draine hence vnſpeake- Profit deriued 
able profit, obſcruing the divers caſualties, and muta. from Hiſtories 
bilities ſubieQroeuery one thatis intereſſedeſpecial. *2 Private Far 
ly 1n matters of ſtate; preferring their owne private, — 
and free life, before popular admiration, ſo intangled 
with continuall incertainties, Here may the poore 
Husband-man, at his leaſure, receiue tidings from 
forraigne Courts : here ny he learne what difference 
there is betwixt the Coulter and the Scepter, the 
Shareand the Shield, Here may the Marchants Wife, 
pitty her poore Husband,tofſed with ſo many aduerſe ice res MOME- 

\ windes,inuironed with ſo ſundry dangers,and expoſed (ern 11m 
to ſo miſerable aduencures, ſhe cannot chuſe bur play uig;o fita ef. 

true at home, that hath a husband ſo faithfull ok as 4 

who endangers himſelfe to make her ſecure: Why 

ſhould any come into his hazard, that like a Teni-ball 

caſts himſelfe into euery hazard. Here the wife ofthe 

yaliant Souldier may ſce what difficulties her diſtreſſed 

husband is expoſed ynto, heat,cold, watching, hunger, 

thirſt, al inconueniences,to propagate the glory of his 

Country, & purchaſe himſelf a name eternally memo. 

rable. His poore family hath reaſon to poure out their 

prayers for his deliverance, and thankfully aſcribe all 

glory tothe power of heauen for his ſafe returne, To 
be briefe, what paxticular eſtate not engaged to Rela- gg 
tions ofthis nature? The Mariner ſeeth his dangers ; & The Tn 
ſeeing them,obſerueth the influence ofthe ſtarres, and = We CR | 
planets, the Orion and the Plesager; yet in all theſe ob- _ 
ſeruances, he gathers there is a Power aboue, whom 
the ſea and windes obey : to him therefore, as (the ex- The Souls: 
perteſt Pilote) he flies for ſuccour,finding no harbour Free 
more ſecure, no repoſe more ſafe, The Souldier ſees yiftorics, s 


into the Diſcipline of Armes; and{by Hiſtory ) appre- 
| Q_ hends 
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'hends how a ſmall handful of men have oft-times con- 
quered an Army,to the iudgement of man inuincible : 
he ſees into it, and admires the wonderfull power of 
God, who worketh oft-times direRMly againſt al) 
meanes, to teachvs thus much : That his POWEr1S not 
limited 'to meanes; Eutcan effet (without the leaſt 
wer an what in his ſacred Synode he hath ordai- 
' ned. Here the Marchant ſeeth into the riches of the 
whole Earth, how it pleaſeth Godto ſubieR all things 
eto the ſeruice of man, tothe end man might onely re- 
ſerue himſelfe fortheferuice of God the obſerues the 
exceeding fauours of Heauen ſhewne vpon Earth, 
and he collects hence,that thoſe ioyes,thoſe comforts 
& exceeding treaſures which ſhe keepeth for the Ele& 
in Heauen,muſt needs be great aboue all compariſon. 
Silanta ſclatia in die lachrymarum, quanta conferet in die 
auptiaram ? Theſe conſiderations muſt of neceſſity 
mouye him to play the good Merchant, who fin- 
ding one gem of price, will ſell all and bnyir, Euery 
private hovſhold is a little kingdome within it ſelfe, 
and needs inftrutions (though not ſoe conſequently 
ſcrious) as the greateſt palace, and royalleſt Empire: 
order muſt be obſerued in the one, as well as inthe 0- 
ther, a Principality in both, and a ſubieRion to both, 
What fitter for the houſholder to traine his children, 
All Arcs way ſeruants,and attendants 1n (next Diuine writ) then the 
4 "ror = reading of profitebleStotics, ſuch as excite to'yertue, 
Li bond and ftirre yp their mindes to the vndertaking of ſome 
fortunes by thing worthy a reſolued ſpirit, I know the baſe min- 
their owne ded Groome hearing the proſperous ſucceſle of Lucie 
profciions. 4, Ogintiz:, who was choſen one of the Patricy from 
his plow tile, and afterwards by his valour and mag- 
nanimity,reſerucththe name to this day, of Triumpha- 
fis «Agricola : a poore Husband-man fitting in his 
+ Chaire6f Triumph, will defire by all meanesto imi- 
tate ſonotable a preſident; (cprning torip ypthe bo- 
; ſome 


a 
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ſome of the earth, when he may purchaſe himſclfe 
more fame bythedeblazing his honour vpon earth, 
The home-ſpun Sheepheard hearing the renowned 
Acts of Rowwl:ss, fed and brought vp among Sheep- 
heards : and of Cyr, who bare himſelfe a Prince a- 
Geng TITRE caſt away skrippe and ſheepe. 
crooke, and behaue himſelfe a worthy ſucceſſor in 
theic profeſſion, The Gardiner hath an Emperour of 
his profeſſion to imitate, and an honeſt one too, as his 
name implies, to wit, Prob, The Wood-man,or For. 
reſter,a Pompilics. The Diviner, a Zoroaſtres, and the 
Philoſopher, an «Futons, But many haue we, that we 
may becter imitate then Princes : as their (tate was e- 
minent, ſo were their natures depraued. Wee fhall 
read that many of themwereas good Law-breakers 
as Law-makers; andthe greateſt vices appearedleaſt, 
(though molt approued) in greatet men, They had c- 
uer vertuous pretences to ſhadow vice: fin became 
clothed in Tiſſue. We ſhall ſee impunity of offenceto 
be a great ſupportreſle ofthem, preſuming ſill on the 
kings mercy,& ſquaring their courſeto his diſcipline: 
for ſubieRs loue to imitate their Prince, cither in vice 
or vertue:Burt more are there inclined to the worll the 
the beſt, making this concluſis, through long & inue- 
terate cuſtom of fin:which 4Zedea withthatcunning & 
quaint diſcourſe ſeemed to compaſſe, with this ſub. 
tile preparation, laying this grand-hold of procee- 
ding: Fruttu eft ſcelerum tibs nullum [celeris putare: 


' Royall Ectors, 


A Poſition of Hackiauel: Wherein every iudicious Machinels Pos- . 
Reader way gather the admirable and inſcrutable ſcion, 


wiſedome of God, fruſtrating their devices, | anhila- 
ting their purpoſes , never bringing their deſignes to 
effet: yea, which is more worthy our obſerua- 
tion, making there the moſt fooles , where they 
thought themſelues to be moſt wiſe': For their Ollie 
cies cither in goucrning, or eſtabliſhing Empires, 
GM --: How-. 


I16 CA Suruty of Hiſtories, 
How farre ſhort haue their purpoſes euer come to 
effets.ExamplesI could produce many of this nature, 
as well Divine as Morall, 

How ſafe thought Cyr himſelfe eſtabliſhed in 
his new Tranſlated Monarchy, when behold his ſecu- 
rity ends as miſerably , as his beginnings had a flou- 
riſh of ſeeming happineſle: Vnfortunate he was to be 

'depriued of his hoped-for Greatneſſe, by a Sex ſo 
weakely effeminate : Soucing that head {which was 
Head to a powerfull Gouernement) in a Tunnell of 
bloud, withthis bitter inueion : Satia te [anguine 

Iuft.r.lib, quem din ſityfti, cuiuſq, inſatiabilis ſempor fuiſti, 
The like of his ſucceſſsour Cambyſes, who hoping to 

plant himſelfe in a royall Throne by bloud, miſerabl 

Ipſe enim gladio ended his owne life by his owne bloud, An excellence 
ſponte ſua eud- and notable example of a ſacrilegious and bloud- 
25 men ana thirſty-Pcince, who ſought to eſtabliſh himſelfe by 
— indire meanes, (to wit) by the murtherof his owne 
it tbid, naturall brother Merge. I inſift lovger vypon exam- 
- ples becauſe Ihauetoft-times found that ſentence of 
Demoſthenes to bee moſt true : Paume dSpaanluc inicus 

@XTK1 911407 78 uu Jos LEG E oy Magic 41 rod), | 
Examples beſt Theſe examples being beſt motiues ynto piety, and 
 motiues to pi- indeed more forcible, inthat we hauerwo occaſions 
_ ety,confirmed jn exemplary precedents of imitation; the one to cau- 
by -__ tion vs not to dothis or that, leaſt we fall into the like 
4 6a puniſhment , being attended on by the like meanes; 
The other (like a {weete lenitiue) inducing vs by rea- 
ſons drawne fromprofic, which we conceiue may re- 
dound any way by the like examples, which the Poce: 
ſcemes toilluſtrare when he ſaith: Exemplo alteriia qui 

ſapit ulle ſapit, 

The greateſt benefite in private, I imagine to be 
drawnelikewiſe, from the right and exaftvſe of Hi. 
ſtory: which particular good I haue rankedin the fe 

i cond place, andthat is this: In priuate to behold the /an- 


ary 
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dry diſpoſitions of Princes and peopl; : Reaſons whereof 
cannot be/giuen, but onely from the cemperature of 
the Region wherein they line: Which reaſons drawne 
from conicAturall grounds are oftimes deceiued in 
themſciues; as in diſpoſing or ordering of States to 
the ſquare of wiſedome, 

This benefite I haue gathered, and placed in the 
rereward : Laft obſeruances (I know) take preateft 
imprefſion, and none more needfull then this : when 
we ſhall haue commerce withany people, then to call 
/ to mind their diſpofition, leaſt we incurre a greater 

miſchiefe through our ignorance. Strangely jealous 
are ſome Nations, they haue eLTeons eyes, perchance 
his eares: We muſt ſhew our ſelues modeſtly baſhfull 
toward ſuch; cuery laſciuious looke is as good as a 
comment forſuchmen ,” taking oureye to be the di. 
reQreſle of our heart: Others more prodigall of their 
wiues reputation, ſeeme reſpeRlefle of their ſhame, 
or the hoſtage of honour, ſo they may encreaſe their 
eſtate, and raiſe their fortunes out of honours ruines, 
Other people we knowto beof aſurly, proud, and in. 
tractable nature, living more by their owne will (ma. 
king it their Law) thenthe ſquare of Reaſon.Ochers 
ſeemingly humble, more dangerous farre then the 
other; vnder pretences religiouſly honeſt , maſking 
Treacherous and Diſloyall ProieRs: Neuer lefle your 


friend, then when ſeeming moſtſo: Hehath a fleering yyu 47,147 
| looke, ſmooth face, flecke tongue; can obſerue times, faciem,qualis ex 
and for priuate aduantage (like a ſecond Simgn) vnbo- ali appare.Ba- 


ſome himſelfe ynto you: There be no windowes in his #4. 
heart, therefore beleeue himnor; if by the tranſpa- 
raricy of thy eyc thou couldſt ſze into that rotten ſe. 
pulchre of his ſugred-poiſoned heart, thou wouldſt 
admire ſo faire and beautifull an our-fde, to haue ſo 
loathſome & hideous an infide:Better charaRred thou 


can not have him then by Hiſtory , it is the beſt 
Q_3 image 


p 
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Hiftoricall re- image of thy life , andcan beſt ſet out in their owne 
3a ga 29n" natiue colours ſuch deformed Images, Thy whole 
ul of PW 1ife wrapt vp inexperiments either at home or abroad, 
1que Cxpert- My X . 
ments. cannot teachthee ſo much; as one yeafes ſerious diſ- 


courſe in Hiſtory willteachthee in one yeare, 
Fad 
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Seriptis aſpiret meis, qui fantt votrsl 
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